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CHAP. 1. 


2 the it may or appear extremely ron | 
opens the Way for Events that are fo. 


R 8. Milner had been paying A Viſit, withs 175 
| ' ſuddenly returning Home in an extreme ill 
Humour, ſhe inſtantly paid and diſcharged all her 
Servants, and tho? Betty was the only one who had 
been ſilent on the Subject which gave her Miſtreſs 
ſo much Concern, ſhe was the firſt who felt the 
EffeQs of her Reſentment, and the firſt, who, 
after receiving her Wages, was turned out of 
Doors, 
On leaving Her Place, the went to the friendbp F 
Mrs. Vor. M. „ who. told bow: that ſhe had re- 
Yor. * received 


2 The. His Tory of 


| rigeived a Viſit from Mr. Marſhall, who had en- 
treated her to permit her Servant to bring Betty a 
Letter, which ſhe told her ſhe bad refuſed him. 
At this Betty coloured, and ſhewed ſome Signs of 
Diſſatisfaction; but Mrs. Robinſon, without ſeem- 
ing to perceive it, went on: 1 have, ”” ſaid ſhe, 
no Manner of Diſlike to your Intimacy; ; nor do I 
believe I ſhould, if he was my own Son, and I 
had his Mother's Fortune; but to be inſtrumental 
in carrying on a clandeſtine Courtſhip, is a Mean- 
neſs that ſhocks all my Pride. I can't have the 
ſame Fxcuſe that you may alledge: I can have 
no youthful Paſſion to gratify. It muſt be in me 
a ſettled Deſign of doing what I have Reaſon to be- 
ove will be offenſive to his Mother ; whom, from 
the Character I have heard of her, I really eſteem. 
For the ſame Reaſon;” ſhe continued, I alſo re- 
fuſed another Requeſt of his, tho” it gave me a 
high Opinion of the Sincerity of his Paſſion.” * I 
wonder what that could be,” replied Betty; but 1 
find you were reſolved to refuſe whatever he had a 
Mind to aſk.” Mrs. Robinſon ſmiled and proceeded, 
„He deſired that I would, if it was poſſible, pre- 
vail with you to come and live with me, and he 
would, without your Knowledge, diſcharge any 
additional Expence you would occaſion in my Fa- 
mily ; but that it would be neceſſary that-I ſhould 
give you ſome Employment, to prevent your ſuſ- 
pecting the Contrivance, which, if you did, he 
was ſur> nothing would engage you to ſtay. Now, 
Betty, tho' I denied him this Requeſt, I fancy I 
ſhall have Occafion for one in whom I can confide, 
for my poor Couſin is, to her inconceivable Grief, 
with Child; ſhe is' now alittle Way out of Town, 
and has made no one acquainted with her Misfor- 
tune but myſelf”? 


; | Betty 


—— 


| Reaſons Mrs. Robin ſon had given for her Con- 
duct, remove from her Face the Gloom with 
which it had been overcaſt, on her telling her, 


that ſhe had refuſed to ſend to her Mr. Marſball's 
Letters. It was howevever agreed, that ſhe ſhould 


look out for another Place; but if ſhe could not 
ſuit herſelf to her Mind, ſhe ſhould attend Mrs. 
Robinſon's unhappy Kinſwoman, . | 
That young Lady had never been well ſince the 
Death of her Lover, whom ſhe lamented with a 
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Betty ſhewed her good Senſe, by letting the 


Sincerity that is ſeldom equalled, yet, in Spite of 


all her Grief, ſhe carried to its full Time the little 
Witneſs of her Imprudence ; but before this hap- 


pened, Betty was very near hiring herſelf to a Place, 


which, in all Probability, would have been very - 


little to her Satisfaction. 


- 


In the Beginning of this Work we have mention. 


ed Mrs. Seward, who had now changed her Name, 


by having choſen for her ſecond Huſband one of 
thoſe Men of Quality who derive ſuch Honour from 


their Anceſtors, that they imagine no perfonal Ac- 


tion of theirs will be able to ſtain. To this Noble 


man, Gold was much dearer than Beauty, ſince 


his Lordſhip had frequently found that Metal able 


to purchaſe every Satisfaction his grovelling Soul 


was Capable of taſting with the Fair; and as to 


his Lady, it is hardly to be ſuppoſed, that a bare 


Title, had much mended her Heart, tho' it had: 


greatly leſſened her' Fortune, 


To this honourable Perſon's Setvice Betty had 
been recommended, and to his Lordſhip's Houſe 


ſhe went, and had juſt given the Houſe-keeper 
Directions where ſhe was to enquire into her Cha- 


racter and Qualifications, when to her great Sur- 


price, ſhe heard a Voice to which ſhe: was no 
Stranger, and preſently after ſaw honeſt Joſeph en- 
5 . : 


J * * 


tet 


, „ 


4 - The His roa of 
ter the Hall, and paſs by her, in order to go into 
— > - E 
This worthy Man had come to London to pay his 
Rent, and to tranſact ſome other Buſineſs relating 
to his Farm; Betty haſtily followed him, and de- 
fired him to ſtay, on which turning about, he con- 
feffed that he had not the leaſt Knowledge of her 
Perſon, and could not recollect that he had ever 
. ſeen her before: but / on her making. herſelf known, 
he expreſſed much Joy at ſeeing her, and enquired 
very particularly into her Circumſtances, of which 
ſhe gave him an Account without the leaſt Re- 
ſerve, except in what related to her Lover. The 
good old Man now. made her once more the Offer 
of coming to live with him, and hinted, that if 
ſhe accepted his Propoſal, ſhe might, at his Death, 
find ſomething worth coming for; but her Heart 
would not ſuffer her to heſjtate a Moment before 
ſhe refufed the Offer, notwithſtanding all its Ad- 
vantages, tho? this Refuſal was expreſſed in Terms 
of the warmeſt Gratitude. The honeſt Farmer 
ſeemed vexed and diſappointed at her Denial, and 
let her know, that he ſuppoſed ſome London Blade 
was the Cauſe of her not accepting his Offer; but 
told her he ſhould always wiſh her well, and be 
glad to contribute to her Happineſs. He next de- 
fred to know, what had brought her to that Houſe, 
and on her telling hm, he ſeemed a little ſtartled, 
and after heſitating a few Moments replied, © 1 
have many Reaſons againſt your accepting this 
Place. I was once the Lady's Servant myſelf, and 
I then ſeed how ſhe uſed her Maid, and I ſuppoſe, 
thoff ſhe is now called my Dady, ſhe is not much 
bettered. I have heard my 1 ſay, that of | 
all the Places ſhe ever lived in, the never had me — 
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bad a Miſtreſs, and that ſhe ſhould not have ſtay- 
ed with her half ſo long as ſhe did, if it had not 
been on my Account, I am ſure, my Maſter, 
Squire Seward had enough to do with her: An 
1 had been in his Place, I would have ſet her a 
Drift, for all her vaſt: Fortune. But if ſhe was 
better than ſhe is, I think it would not have been 
able to ſerve her, and you had known her Cruelty 
to your own Mother ?* © My Mother!“ cryed 
Betty, with a, Look of Amazement; I don't un- 
derſtand you.” © Yes, your Motner,“ returned 
 Foſeph, © ſhe was little better than her Murderer, . 
ſhe turned. her out of the Barn when you was but 
juſt born into the World, I am ſure I have curſt 
her a hundred, and. a hundred Times to that, for- 
this hard-hearted Action.“ Good God,“ cried 
Betty, © what a Place have I eſcaped ! had I not 
known this till F had been in her Houſe, what a 
Servant ſhould F have been able to wait on fuch- 
a Monſter l Serve her who had been ſo inhumanly 
cruel to my Mother | I can't bear the Thought of 
it. Indeed,“ added ſhe, with the Tears ftream- 
ing from her Eyes, © I am greatly obliged to 
you, I give you a thouſand Thanks for this Iufor- 
mation, —I would not live with her if there was | 
never another Place in the World.” The Far- 
mer- highly approved of this Reſolution, and af- 
ter repeating. his good Wiſhes, with freſh Aſſu- 
rances that he ſhould be glad to ſee her at his: 
Houſe, left her. „ 
Betty now returned to Mrs. Robinſon's, and hav- 
ing told her that ſhe reſolved never more to en- 
quire after the above Place, was deſired to ſtay 
there till it would be convenient to wait on the un- 
happy Mifs Stevens, which ſoon after happened, 


The HISTORY of 
and the poor young Lady was brought to Bed of a 
dead Child, without any one (except her Couſin 
and Betty) being truſted with the Secret, the Per- 
ſons who aſſiſted, taking her for a Country-Gen- 
tle woman who came to Town for no other Reaſon 
but to lie in. As ſoon as ſhe was fit to be remov- 
ed, ſhe went again to her former Lodgings, and 
Betty with her, of whom ſhe grew extremely fond, 
in Return for hoy more than common Care when . 
the was in a Condition that needed bu = 


CHAP. II. 


In avbich FS? is in att POL ED for tbe Fi | | 
delity of her Lover, who, on bis . is nod in | 


much happier W © 


JY this Time Mr. Mar bal! was 8 from 
his Viſit to his Mother's Father, who during 
bis Illneſs had made a Proviſion for his Grandſon 
that far exceeded his Hopes, and he was poſting 
| to give his Miſtreſs an Account of the Reaſon of 
| his long Abſence ; for he had learnt from Mrs. Ro- 
binſon where ſhe was, when he met with his Cou- 
fin Glanville. 
The Sight of this Gentleman, * . had not 
ſee n ſince his late Drubbing, gave him Senſations. 
very different from thoſe commonly inſpired, when 
we behold a Relation who has been ſome Time 
abſent : In ſhort, he had much ado to diſſemble 
his Rage. His Couſin, ſurprized at his unuſual 
Coldneſs, endeavoured to remove it by a frank and 
open Air, and by Degrees Mr. Marſball, to 77 
vent his betraying his own Secret, recovered his 


Temper enough to conceal his Reſentment. Mr, 
* : 7 Glanville 


* 


BETTY BARNES. 7” 
Glanville ſtopped at the very Houſe to which his 
Couſin had been directed, and to Mr. Marſball's 
great Jurprize, aſked for Miſs Stevenr s Maid. Bet- 
ty came to the Gate ; but it would want the Pen- 
cil of a Hogarth, or the Pen of a Fielding, to paint 
the different Attitudes they were thrown into by 
their Aſtoniſhment. The Appearance of Amity 
the fancied ſhe ſaw on the Countenance of the two 
Gentlemen before they heheld her, gave her. the 
moſt dreadful Apprehenſions, and her T houghts ; 


4-5 WF WW 


florid Bloom into a death-like Paleneſs, when Mr. 
Glanville cried-out-in a Tone of Tranſport, ©* Ha! 
L did not think paying a Debt I owed to a dead 
Friend, would bring me to the Sight of a living 
| Miſtreſs, Nay, no going,” he continued, on ſee- 
ing her turn away, I have'Bufineſs with your 
Lady, and muſt fee her.” Betty could hardly de- 
| liver. her Meſſage: to ber Miſtreſs, who appointed 


next Day. The two Couſins ſtaid for an Anſwer, , 
* . which was brought them by a. I denen 
to the Heu: 
Betty began now to have Notions very injurious 

to her. Lover's Affection, and was reſolved he 

ſhould not triumph in her Senſibility. Mrs. Robin - 

fon had. ſent a: Meſſenger to her Kinſwoman on 

ſome Buſineſs; and had ordered the Man to let Bet- - 

ty know, that ſhe had told Mr. Marſball where to 
find her. The Man had come juſt before the Ar- 
rival of the two Gentlemen, and the poor Girl 
. was pleaſing herſelf with the Hopes of ſeeing her 

Lover, when the Sight of her Maſter Glanville, 

whom ſhe heartily deteſted, and who had increaſed 

ber Hatred by his Uſage of her dear Mr, Marſhall, 


5 | gave 


were in a wild Confuſion, which had changed her 


Mr. Glanville to wait. on her-in the Afternoon the 
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Couſin. | 


| Have hindered her from returning herſelf with her 
more at Eaſe, for a new Object had a little worn 


Love, and the Adventure of his Porter with his 
Rival; but as he did not mention any new At- 


and was very little in Humour to laugh at his own 
baſting: He even looked on his Appointment with 


1 


ing to his Appointment, and was received by Mifs 
Stevens with the greateſt Aﬀability ; the Agitation 


ſent Servant, adding with a careleſs Look, *©E 


8 The His Tory of 
gave her the utmoſt Terror; but to ſee him with 
: Sis favoured Lover, raiſed her Indignation as well 

as her Fear. Nothing appeared more certain to 
her tormented Imagination, than that Mr. Mar- 
ſball had given up his Title to her Affection, 
as the Price of his Reconcilement with his 


While ſhe was actuated by theſe painful Suſpi 
cions, her Lover was very little more at Eaſe. 
ſaw as plainly, that nothing but Indifference could 


Lady's Anſwer, and madeſtrong Reſolutions to tear 
ber from his Heart. Mr. Glanville, who was much 


of his Paſſion for Betty, in order to divert his Cou- 
ſin's Melancholy, told him the Hiſtory of his 


tachment, the young Gentleman attributed his 
preſent Gaiety to ſome Hope which he concealed, 


the Miſtreſs, as a Feint to conceal his Viſit to 
Betty, and he was confirmed in this Suſpicion by 
Mr. Glanvill*s refuſin g to tell his Puſineſs with the 


The following Day Mr. Glanville came accord- 
Betty had been in had fo diſordered her, that ſhe 
did not appear, and Mr. Glanville, in order to 
know if the had ſaid any Thing 'to his Prejudice, 
aſked Miſs Stevens how long ſhe had had her pre- 


knew 


BETTY BARNES. 9 
knew a Gentleman of ſome Fortune, who would 
have married her; but the ſilly Girl refuſed him.“ 
Miſs Stevens-anſwered him, © Perhaps the Girl is not 
ſo ſilly as you. think, ſuppoſe. ſhe refuſed him for a 
Man, of better Fortune, wauld ſhe be then to 
blame?“ © No certainly,” he replied ;  ** but ſo: 
far is that from being the Caſe, that Fam inform- 
ed her Lover is fome 'T'radeſman's Footman.” Her 
Miſtreſs told him, that ſhe believed he was miſig- 
formed; for ſhe thought Betty. above acting a baſe- 
Part, and to her Knowledge ſhe was beloved by 


one in very different Circumſtances, This Miſs 


Stevens thought ſhe might venture to ſay without 
any Danger of a: Diſcovery. 
Mr. Glonnille after having- executed his Com- 


miſſian. took his Leave, when, he found he had been 


dogged by his Cauſin; fas he ſaw- that Gentleman 

aſked. in a public Houſe oppoſite to the very Room 
3 — he had been converſing. with the unhappy 
young Lady. His Uneaſineſs: was too great to be 
concealed, and as Mr. Glanvills had aſked him in 
vain the Reaſon.of his being alone in that Town the 
Day before, he began to have Suſpicions, that he 


was Miſs Stæuen, & ſecret Admirer. But I i imagine \ 
my Reader will be glad to know what was Mr. 


Glanville s Buſineſs wits the. _— 5 take it then 
As. follows. | x 


x; . .  CRAa 
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CHAP. in. „ 


A 


Giver fs Liebs into that Aﬀair Ab Ales the 
© difagreeable- Rencounter between the two a 

tho*. it -Jeaves . Betty. Barnes in a F not 
to. be env led. | 


R. Glanville: had been the moſt intimate 
| . Acquaintance . of ; Miſs Stevens's decealed-- 
Lover, and had bęen made the Confidant of his 
Love long. before it was made publick; he was 
even acquainted with the terrible Effects of this 
Paſſion: It was from his Hand ſhe received the 
Letter which informed her of her Lover's Illneſs: 3 
And whatever the dying Man. poſſeſſed indepen- - 
dant of his Father, he bequeathed to this Gentle- 
man, in Truſt for his aſſſi ted Miſtreſs, who then I 
wanted two. Vea of being at Age. His being 
frequently , obhged to treat with her on Buſineſs, 
| had opened his Eyes to her Charms, and the 
Glow of Friendſhi which fluſhed on her Counte- 
nance, whenever beheld this deareſt Friend ôf 
her dead Lover, compleated the Conqueſt. His 
preſent Viſit had for its Excuſe. ſome Merchandize 
which he bad 10 account for; it was the Produtt . 
of a Venture they had jointly. engaged in, and 
was pretty conſiderable. Mr. Glanville was ſo aw- _ 
ed by her Tears, that tho he came with a Reſo- 
lution to offer her his Fortune and his Heart, he 
left her without having uttered a Word of his 
Cove, and the Lady attributed to the Zeal with | 
HM > which he ſerved her, to his Regard to the Memo- _ 
__ ry of his deceaſed Friend, when ſhe really owed. ; 
3 it in Part to her own Charms. : 
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The two Gentlemen returned to Town with 
out ſo much as ſpeaking to each other. Mr. Mar- - 
ſhall was quite convinced that Betty Barnes had 
ſpent a good Part of the Afternoon with Mr. Glan- 
ville; for as Miſs. Stevens was much about her 
Size, his diftempered . Imagination had miſtaken 
her for his Miſtreſs. Full of this Belief, he dif- 
dained to let her know his Pain, and determined 
in his own Mind to ſee her no more, and that he 
might keep his Reſolution, returned to his Grand- - 
_ father's Country Seat, and continued there ſome - 
Time. WE; e N 
On the other Hand, Betty drooped in Secret for 
the Loſs! of his Heart, and ſincerely wiſhed that 
| ſhe had been wiſe enough to have complied with 
the Comm ands of - Miſtreſs Aſtew. This Change 
in her Temper was ſoon taken Notice of by her 
E tho? ſhe was a Stranger to the 
-auſe, and Pride made her ſtill-conceal it. | 
Mr. Glanville frequently viſited Miſs Stevens, and 
at length had reſumed Courage enough to tell her 
the Situation of his Heart, and eaſily prevailed on 
her Father to be his Advocate. As this Gentle- 
man hid at ſeveral Times paid his Daughter near 
a thoufand Pounds, which ſhe could not have le- 
gally demanded, as the Nature of the Engage- 
ment was only known to- Mr. Glanville, the care- 
ful Father thought. a. Man of fo much Honour no 
unworthy Match for his Daughter, and uſed every 
Argument to prevail on her to give him her 
No ſooner was this Propoſal known to Betiy, 
than ſhe became intereſted in her Maſter's Suc- 
ceſs; and endeavoured to combat Miſs Stevens 
Reluctance to the Match. She no longer avoid- 


C 
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ed him, as ſhe bad now no Fear of his making her 
Propoſals, which. ſhe muſt for ever diſlike. 

| Miſs Stevens, who had. been by the joint Per- 
| ſuaſions of her Father, ber Couſin Robinſon, and | 
her faithful. Betty, prevailed, on to admit Mr. Glan- | 
ville. in- the Quality of a Lover, informed that. | 
Gentleman how: much ſhe was obliged to Betty, 
for her Warmth in pleading in his Favous. In 
Return for this Kindneſs, he made her a genteel. 

Preſent, and told her, that ſhe had given too ma- 
ny Proofs of her Prudence, to need being caution- 
ed to conceal from her Lady the diſhonourable 
Propoſal he had once made her, and at the ſame 
Time aſſured her, that he would, if ſne would 
give him Leave, by informing him where he 
might meet: with him, make her Lover a large 
Amends for the rough. Lee. he had receive 
ed on his Account. 

Betty made no other Reply to this, but that ſhe- 


bad no Laver, nor deſired any, and then haſted 
from him, leſt the ſtarting Tear ſhould give the 


Lie to the Aſſertion, 
Her Uneaſineſs at neither. hearing from, nor- 
ſeeing Mr. Marſhall, preyed on her Spirits and her. 
Health. She was indeed convinced, that ſhe had 
been wrong in her firſt Suſpicions; dut as ſhe was. 
certain, that he knew, where to find her, ſhe could 
attribute his ſtaying ſo long from her, to nothing 
but his Indifference. 
While her Mind was in: this Situation; ſhe re- 
ceived a Letter from honeſt. Joſepb, whom ſhe had: 
defired to direct for her. to the Houſe of Mrs. 
Robin/on. He had informed her, that he ſhould- 


m his Return Home, call at the Village where ſhe. 


as born, and had, at her Requeſt, promiſed to 
| * the Seat of the good oy Ma in his. 


Way.. 


BETTY BARNES. 13 
Way. He accordingly. did ſo, and here learnt 
from ſuch of the Servants as continued in the Fa- 
mily ſince the Time when Betty left it, that her 
Ladyſhip. was fully convinced of her Innocence; 
and that her Nephew and Woman were turned 
| out of the Houſe in the ignominious Manner be- 
fore related. That the i:ady was ſo incenſed 
againſt-the- vile Judy, that ſhe had refuſed to give 
her Relief, tho' ſhe: had ſent. her Ladyſhip a pite- 
ons Account of. the Diſtreſſes ſhe was under from 
a bad Huſband, who bad ruined: her, and left her 
in Want, after he had ſpent all ſhe had ſaved at 
Service. He was alſo informed, that the Cap- 
tain, by an ill run at Dice, had been obliged to 
make over his Pay to his Creditors, and had at 
that Time no other Support than the Bounty of 
his Aunt, who maintained him above Want, 
from a Regard to a Birth which his Actions ſo 
much diſhonoured ; but allowed him nothing for 
Luxury. In this Letter. Jo/eph renewed his Sol- 
licitations that ſhe would come to his Houſe ; 
and as an Inducement, told her, that the ſame 
Day he ſet out from London, he had accidentally 
met with a Siſter, whom he had neither ſeen nor 
heard of for ſeveral Years, and that bis Siſter was 
now with him, fo that ſhe might have one to talk 
to, who, he believed, knew as much of Lendon as 
the could wiſh. E . 

Miſs Stevens had made Betty. the Offer of be- 
coming the upper Servant in her future Family, 
if- ſhe accepted Mr. Glenville, which. her Father 
had almoſt perſuaded: her to ;. but this ſhe had re- 
fuſed on ſeveral, Accounts, She was. certain ſhe 
ſhould beknown by ſome of the Viſitors of his firſt . 
Wife, wbo would undoubtedly: pay their Compli- 
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ments to his ſecond Lady, and as the late Mrs: 3 
Glanville had been of too furious a Diſpoſition to - | 
_ conceal her Jealouſy, many of them, ſhe was ſure, 
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had been toſd ſtrange Stories of her Want of Vir- 
tue: but the principal Reaſon of her Diſlike to 
this Poſt was, that ſhe ſhould very probably be 


obliged to- behold her once beloved Mr. Marfball ; . 


to behold him now he had. loſt all that Softneſs 


which had been the Delight of her Eyes and her | 
Heart; to behold him-accompanied'by a happy 
Bride; for his Couſin» had mentioned to Miſs . i 


Stevens, a Relation of his Wife's. who was on the 
Point of being married, and Betty, induſtrious to 


torment herſelf, was abfoſutely certain- it muſt be 
On theſe Conſiderations ſhe reſolved to ac- 
cept the Invitation of the honeſt Farmer, and to 
the Regret of Miſs Stevens ſet out in the Stage- - 
coach, for the neareſt: Market-town to the Vil- 


him. 


lage where Joſeph liveds _ 
HAP. Iv: 


Betty once more a Traveller, but tho“ in a genteeler 
Vebicle than the firſt, does not eſcape Mortification: 
A ſhort Sketch f the different Charafters which .. 

Chance bad croudad together in the narrew Limits... 

Vea Stage-Coach; To IT 


- 


YE TT Y's Companions in- this Journey were 
Da very. old Lady, and a ſprightly Girl her 
Grand-Daughter,- who ſeemed in a far greater 
Hurry to rife to Notice, than the old Lady was to 
ſink into Oblivion: Mr. Timothy, the Son of a 
Country Tradeſman, a meer Booby; the Gen- 

tleman of a Man of Diſtinction, who glittered in 
tarniſhed Lace; and a young Apothecary 


ol 


BETTY BARNES. 8. 


Fhey were hardly ſeated, before the Gentle- 
adds Gentleman began to-lament his Misfortune 
that Sir Thomas's Coach happened to be full; then 
adjuſting his Dreſs, he with a full Stare at the old La- 
dy's. Grand-daughter, who was tolerably hand- 
| fome, cried, © Gadzooks, Miſs, I aſk your Par- 
don for talking ſo like an Aſs; vchen I wiſhed- 
* myſelf im any other Place, I-did not know I had: 
an Angel ſo near me.” Miſs coloured, and bit- 
her Lips, while the old Woman with a Frown- 
replied, * I wonder' how you Men can delight to 
©. talk ſuch: Nonſenſe to Children. Don't mind. 
© him, my Dear, he has only a Mind to divert 
c .himſelf- with-your Simplicity. The young La- 
dy with great Pertneſs, though not loud enough 
to be heard by the old Lady, who was a little 
deaf, anſwered; © Not quite ſo ſimple, nor ſo. 

much a Child en as you. think me, my 
dear Mamma.” 

This Proof of Mises Senſibility did not eſcape. 
the Obſervation of the ſecond-hand Beau, who 
practiſed every affecting Air in a Manner perfectly 
conſiſtent with his tawdry Trimmings, and threw-. 
himſelf into ſo many odd Contorſions of Body, 
that our Traveller affirms, had it been her Chance 
ta have ſeen him at her firſt coming from her La- 
dy, ſhe ſhould certainly have taken him for a. 
Lunatic; but in the different Places where ſne. 
had lived, ſne had met with ſome of theſe lively 

Sparks; os as it happens' to moſt Co Rs : 
. per umſelt, * over-doing the * ? 

This young Fellow had raiſed himſelf from be · 
ing a Footman to bis preſent Station, by making. 
himſelf uſeful to his Maſter in his Amours, and. 

particularly by * been * inſtrumental 
in. 
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betraying an honeſt Tradeſman's young Wife, who | 
had the Misfortune to be related to the Miſcreant, 
into the Embraces of the Baronet, who was too much 
Man of Honour to let ſuch a Nen of Service paſa 
unrewarded, though the Complaiat of breaking 
Shop-keepers, or. needy Artificers, gave him no 
Manner of Concern, as he thought himſelf above 
the Fear of the Laws, by his being concerned in- 
making them, 

As the Beau racked entirely to engroſs the. At- 
tention of pretty Miſs, notwithſtandiug the Admo- 
nitions of her Grand- mother, . Betty, was left at Li- 
berty to receive the palite Addreſſes of the young: 
Clown, or te liſten to the affected Phraſes, of the 
Galenical Fop, who was giving. the old Woman a 
| Receipt for the Cure of the Wind-cholic, in Terms, 
which though. they might diſplay, his on great; 
Erudition, could, be of very little real Service to 
his Hearer, as his Language was in a mixed Jar-- 
gon of Greek, Latin and Engliſh. . 

'The Country Youth after two or three Hems, 
began a Conver ation with Betiy; he told her his; 
Buſineſs in Town, and the Sights he had ſeen: 
Save hes an Account of his own: Sagacity, in 
avoiding the Snares which had: been laid for his“ 
Perſon and Purle, in the wicked Town they had 
ſet out from, by deſigning Men, ar lew&Wemen ;. 
and concluded with ſaying, that Father knew what. 
he did when he ſent him to London ;, for he was: 
none of thoſe Ninny-hammers that was to be won 
by fair Speeches, to part with their Money. 

As this Youth had early been taught to belinten 
na. Crime was more horrid than Poverty, nor any 
Acquiſition to be held in Compariſon with Riches,. 
. Denen have nen e of dung: the Accoms-. 

| | plice 
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plice than the Dupe of = Villain. Hut as Fatty 


arnes had not ſuch extraordinary Opinion of his 
Parts as he imagined would be the Effect of his ſo 
beſtirring jhimſelf in his own Favour, ſhe made 
him very little Anſwer, and indeed was at that 
Time practiſing a little female Ill-nature. The 
good old Gentlewoman had fallen faſt aſleep, and 


the pert Girl her Grand-daughter ſeemed much 


inclined to make the moſt of this Opportunity to 
converſe with her Spark; but our Traveller, for 
the firſt Time, addreſſed herſelf to the young La- 
dy, admired. the Work on her Handkerchief, and 


aſked what School ſhe went to. The cunning Chit | 


ſaw the Drift of this Remark, and anſwered ſmart- 
ly, wherever it was, ſhe wiſhed ſhe had been her 
School-fellow ; for her Governeſs taught her Pu- 

ils Manners, as well as Needle-work. Betty, a 
little diſconcerted at this Retort, remained ſilent, 
and left the little Gentlewoman to hear her 


Fop in Peace, who, not diſpoſed to negle& the 


Opportunity, beſtowed the moſt extravagant En- 
cominms on her Wit. and Beauty, told her it 


would be no Wonder, if Charms like hers ſhould 
_ Inſpire every Woman with Envy, and every Man 
with Love; that for his Part, if they ſhould meet 
with Highway men, he could with a ſafe Conſcience 


tell them, that he had been robbed already ; for 
he was a Heart out of Pocket. Mr. Timothy, the 
Country Strippling, nettled that he ſhould be fo 
much in the good Graces of his Fair one, cryed 
out at this laſt Witticiſm, By'r Lady, if F was 
in your Place, I would ſue the Country, as your 
Loſs happened between Sun and Sun; but I ſup- 


poſe you don't value it much, as you took ſo little 


Care on't ; for I ſee no Fire-arms the young 
Gentlewoman has, not,” No !” replied the 
| | | | Enamorato, 
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Enamorato, . who can ſtand the Shock of ſuch | 
brilliant Eyes?“ and to ſpeak the Truth, this laſt i 


Compliment had made them ſparkle at a great | 
Rate, when unhappily the old Lady's ill-natured | 


. Cough, by waking her, put an End to his Flatte- 
ry, and the Triumph of Miſs Fanny her Grand- 


daughter: the motherly Gentlewoman aſked Miſs } 
if ſhe was not a hungry, and would eat a Bit of 
Cake. - As this was ſpoke in a Manner that made 
her appear very much of the Child, it greatly of- | 
fended her fancied Womanhood, and ſhe replied 
in a Tone of Peeviſnneſs, Laud, Madam, yqu 
wotild have one a Baby for ever, I think, I can't 


| be always a ſtuffing, not I, why ſhould I be more | 


hungry than the Reſt of the Company?” ©; Dear, 


Miſs Pert,” returned her careful Grand-mother,. | 
you are hardly out of your Bib and Apron, and 
you are above being thought a Child; this comes 
of your Mother's letting you read filthy Roman- 

des; but ſne brings you up according to her own 
Heart: and your poor Father muſt ſubmit to her 


Humour for Quietneſs Sake.“ Yes, Madam,” 


replied the young Lady, (t and for the Sake of 


ſhar ing in my Mamma's Fortune.“ Fortune!“ 


repeated the old Lady, my poor Son had better 
bave bought his Wife Cloathes to her Back, —but 


I beg Pardon of the Company for diſturbing them 


with the Concerns of my Family. The little pert 
Slut has put me beſide all Patience. We ſhall. 
. have her by and by plag e ſome honeſt Man's 
Heart out, becauſe ſhe'l 


| bring him a Fortune, 
— ere, 8 

The laſt Words ſeemed to be eagerly liſtened te 
by, the three young Men, who, tho' they differed 
as much as poſſible in every other Particular, pro- 


bably agreed in this, that no wrong Turn of Edu- | 


cation, . 


W 


v 


)) 


breat Regard to Truth, Betty did not fail to re- 
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cation, no unhappy Family Broils were of any 
Weight, when Gold, all- powerful Gold bore down 


the adverſe Scale. 
The Apothecary had ſpoke little hitherto, but 


' bad very genteelly amuſed himſelf in turning over 


ſome. tattered Leaves of an old Lexicon, which 
probably had been deſigned for a viler Uſe; but 
as he plainly ſaw he ſhould be expoſed to no diſa- 
greeable Queſtions from any of his prefent Com- 
panions, he indulged his Vanity, by raifing, as he 


imgined, their Ideas of his profound Learning: 


however, on the firſt Hint he received, that Miſs 


Fanny was worth Purfuit, he pocketed bis Papers, 


and with great Readineſs anſwered” the old Wo- 
man's Interrogatories ; informed her what he 


thought moſt uſeful in Convulſions, the Chin- 
cough, and Chil-blains, and, to the Mortificati- 


on of Beity Barnes, uttered man Impertinencies, << 
which, tho? they might be neceſſary enough in a 


ſick Chamber, were far from being proper in a 


Stage-coach, while the aukward Excuſes he made, 
on ſeeing her bluſh for what he called the Privi- 
lege of his Profeſſion, increaſed her Confuſion, as 
it gave an Opportunity to the Baronet's laced Do- 
meſtic, with an impudent Stare to ſay, * How 
happy are you Bolus-mungers to be ſo intimate. 


with the Concerns of the Ladies!“ 


At the Inn where they ſtopped for Dinner, Betty, 


in paſſing through the.Houſe, heard the Landlord 


aſk his Wife for ſome Money, ſaying with a Laugh, 


The Town Sharpers. have been too many for 

young Mr. Timothy, for all his Cunning. Hes ſays 

he has loſt his Watch. The old Man will be ark i 
wild when he knows it.” As this was a convinc- 


ing Proof of the young Fellow's Prudence and 


member 


this was objected to by the old Lady and Betty | 
Barnes, as there was an equal Number of both. 
_ Sexes, 4 8 | „„ 


thy, who came a little Way out of the Town to 


— , e arp rons om gs 
2 200 ras, SE > — — : * 


than your Brother Dick, tho“ you kept ſuch a 
This rough 


his ever-honoured Father, who thanked God was 
very well to paſs, and able to ſettle him in the 


. — ˙i! 7§r—— , 
* — 
. 


but a diſagreeable Foretaſte of what he muſt ex- 
_ pea, when the Lofs of his Watch, and his con- 


ever, as the Coach drove too faſt for the old Man 


obliged. to anſwer, and as ſoon as he came to the 
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member it, that ſhe might have it in her: Power to 
put a Stop to any future Parade of Self- ſuffici- 

At this Place the Men all ſhewed their Gallan- 
try, in offering to pay the whole Expence; but 


The Reckoning being diſcharged, they again 
erammed the Coach, and drove at a furious Rate, 
till they came ne ar the Place where they were to 
lie, in which dwelt the Father of the wiſe Mr. Timo- 


meet his hopeful Son. As ſoon as the frugal old | 
Gentleman ſaw him, he with ſome Anger in his | 
Countenance eried, Why this Extravagance, | 
Lad? Was not the Outſide of the Coach good. | 
i begs you now, as well as when you went 
up. your Sunday Coat on too. Ah Boy, Bey. 
my Mind miſgives me that you are not a Whit better 


Coil about his Spending laſt Year,” - 

h Welcome interrupted the young. 
Man in the Midſt of a Speech he was making to 
Miſs Fanny, about his being the favourite Son of 


World. The poor Culprit ſeemed quite confound-- 
ed at his Father's Speech, as it no Doubt gave him 


tracking a Debt, ſhould come to be known. How- 
to keep. Pace with it, he was not at that Time- 


* 


e 
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Inn, he made Haſte Home, probably to ſpare 


Witneſs to his violent Airs of Importance. 


CHAP. v. 


the Travellers. 


Liking to lie alone in the Chamber of an Inn, ſhe 
therefore deſired the old ]ady to permit her to. be 


ble Diſſatisfaction, and ſaid with much Diſdain, 


been together, but had made Uſe of Betty. Barnes 
to ſhew, by converſing with her, her prodigious 


Grandmother prevented her addreſſing herſelf im- 


Expectation of- an Oppoſition on her Part: How- 
ever, the was not long at a Loſs to gueſs the Mo- 
tive of this newly-aſſumed Pride. | | 
While the good old Lady was preparing for 
Bed, Miſs Fanny was curling her Hair; but no 


haſtily down Stairs as if to look for it. The poor 


— 
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himſelf the diſagreeable Morti fication of being 
again reprimanded before thoſe who had been 


A jmall Miſtake, the Cauſe of much Confuſion among 


TIETT Y, as the had been fo rudely expoſed 
| in her firſt Journey, had no extraordinary. 


in the fame Room with her and Meſs Fanny, to 
which ſhe conſented, tho' pretty Miſs ſhewed viſi- 


that the did not know that it was better to travel 
in a Coach than a Waggon, if People muſt be 
ſtaffed together with two or three Beds in a 
Room. As the young Lady had behaved with no 
Manner of Haughtineſs in the Time they had 


Wit to the Gentlemen, as the Preſence of her 
mediately to them, ſhe therefore had not the leaſt 


ſooner was ſhe laid down, than ſhe recolleQed 
that the had taken her Night-cap out of her 
Pocket in the Room where they ſupped, and ran 


Gentle woman 


„ ws 2 
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Gentlewoman was in mortal Apprehenſions at her 


long my and at laſt earneſtly defired Betty to go 


and ſee for her; but as ſhe was convinced that the 


Night-cap was only a Pretence to gain a private 
Interview with. her, gay Fellow-traveller; ſhe 
made no great Haſte to obey her Injunctions: 
However, on her repeating her Intreaties, ſhe 


went down, but with no Deſign to interrupt them, 


probably that ſhe might not draw on herſelf the 
Severity of Miſs Fanny's flippant Tongue; or 
perhaps in Compliance with the golden Rule of 
doing as ſhe would be done by. 


On her going down Stairs, ſhe was met by the 


young Doctor, who, as her Candle had been blown 
out. by the Wind of-a Back-door that ſtood open 
at the Bottom of the Stair-caſe, took her for one 
of the Servants of the Inn, and pulling her rudely, 


cried, * Ah ha, have I caught you? PI! trouble 


Head no more about the Coxcomb. I you'll 


make me happy, he may run away with the Girl. 


an he will.” Betty, without ſpeaking, ſtruggled to 
get looſe, when Miſs Fanny and her Lover, who had 
entered by the Garden-Door, came up Stairs, 
Miſs as ſhe paſſed by crying, Lard I was be- 
| witched to come down I think! What can I ſay 
to Grand-mamma, and that demure Thing that 
came in the Coach with us. They'll think ſtrange 
Things of me to be ſure; but remember to get the 
Good- will of my! Mamma's Maid, and then don't 
Care a Fig what ſhe can ſay.” 

n this ſhe aſcended the "Sg but the e ena- 


| modred Lover, eager to ſnatch a parting Kiſs, fol- 


opted her to the Place where Betty Barnes and the 

| Apothecary ſtood, and catching hold, as he thought, 

of his Miſtreſs's Habit, ſeized the young Doctor by 

his Camblet eee — imprinted on _ — 
| ever 
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ſeveral Kiſles, before the Roughneſs of his Beard 
diſcovered his Miſtake. During this amourous 


Scuffle, Miſs Fanny ſlipped into a Chamber, which 


was in perfect Stillneſs, except a ſmall Snoring, 


which ſhe had the Pleaſure of believing, was a 
Proof that her Grand-mother and the grave Girl, 
whoſe Obſervation ſhe dreaded, were faſt aſleep, | 

She was almoſt undreſſed, whee! there entered a 
drunken Officer, lighted by a Maid Servant, who 


he was firongly perſuading to become his Bed-' 


fellow. | 
As Miſs Fanny had en © on but her Shift, and | 
a white Under-petticoat, ſhe was almoſt as much 


| frighted as the Maid, who, on Sight. of her, gave 


a great Scream, while the Gentleman, ſwearing, 
that he believed the Devil was in the Houſe, ſtag- 
gered towards the Bed, which the young Lady ran 


from in great Terror. 


The. Noiſe waked two old Gentlemen, who lay 
in the next Room, from whence ſhe had heard 
the Snoring, and the Voice of Miſs Fanny had 
reached the- Ears of the old Lady her Grandmo- 
ther, who increaſed the Din, by a hideous. Outcry. 
Betty Barnes, who had alſo taken the Advantage of 
her Lover's new Engagement, to get into her 
Chamber, had, till ſhe heard the Scream, been di- 


. verting herſelf with the Rencounter between the 


Valet and the Doctor, whom ſhe heard roll each 
other down the Stairs, but ſuppgſed had got no 
Hurt; as this Accident was followed by a loud 
Laugh. 

The Noiſe of this Tumble had prevented the 


old Lady from hearing Betty enter, which pleaſed . 


her, as ſhe could not have been able to have given 
her much Satisfaction, in Relation to her volatile 
| 8 ; 
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Charge; but the Squall of the Maid, the Shriek of 


the halt-naked Girl, the Fye upon it, Sir, of | 
the old Gentleman, and the lamentable Cries of |} 


the venerable old Lady, quickly baniſhed her 
Mirth, which was ſucceeded by an univerſal 


Trembling ; when, to the Encreaſe of her Fright, | 


there burſt into the Room the Landlord of the 
Houſe, two Men in their Shirts, Miſs Fanny cry- 


- ing, and the rough Soldier holding both her 


Hands. Oo + 
The old Gentlewoman was ſitting not much 


better cloathed than the young one, on the Side of 


the Bed, from which, thro Age and Surprize, 


ſhe was unable to riſe; but on the Sight of her | 
Grand-daughter, and the Man who held her, ſhe | 
behaved like one half diſtracted, not doubting, as 


ſhe ſaid, but her poor Child, her innocent Lamb, 


was raviſhed, was deſpoiled and ruined ; but ſhe ; 
would have Juſtice if there was any Law in Eng- 


land ; however, notwithſtanding her Heat, ſhe was 
| ſoon perſuaded to believe, that this Uproar had 
been only the Conſequence of the young Lady's 
- miſtaking her Room, and going into that prepared 
for the Officer. At laſt, every one departed to 
their ſeveral Beds, and a Servant having brought 
Miſs Fanny's Cloaths into her own Chamber, the 
Reſt of the Night paſſed in perfeQ Tranquillity. 
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Miſs Fann , much altered for the better by her Jaft 
 Niebt's Fright, entertains ber Fellow-travellers with 


THE next Morning, they roſe early to purſue 
their Journey; but the young Lady did not 
ſeem near ſo alert as the Day before. It was in 
vain that the glittering Lover put on his ſprightly 
Airs, ſhe was quite inſenſible to his Tinſel, or his 
Charms: his Cowardice, in not coming to her 


| Aſſiſtance, the Night before, cured her of her in- 


fant-Paſſion, and as her Terror had made her ſee 
her Raſhnefs, in flying from the Protection of her 
careful Parent, and tbe Folly of er one who 
was almoſt a Stranger, and as it had a little mor- 
tified her unbounded Deſire of Admir ation, a too 
common Fault of the Gay and Sprightly, ſhe 
could now talk like a reaſonable Creature, and, 
conſidering her Years, appeared to have an uncom- 
mon Share of Senſe, - Her fond Grand-mamma, 
pleaſed at the Sobriety of her Behaviour, and glad 
to ſee her free from the petulant Airs ſhe had giv- 
en herſelf the Day before, gave her no uneaſy 
Reprehenſions concerning what had happened at 
the Inn, ſo by Degrees her Chagrin wore off 
The Converſation at firſt turned on Mr. Timo- 
thy's wife Father, who had taken ſuch Care to 
make his Son appear ridiculous to his Fellow- 
Travellers. I think,” ſaid Miſs Fanny, the 
old Gentleman aQs as if he deſigned his Son - 
ſhould hate as well as fear him. I'm ſure, if any 
one was to delight in telling me my Faults before 
Folks, they would be far from making me leave 
Vol. Il. Cc OP them 


26 The HIS 1 0 R Y of. 


them. Tho' I can ſee when Jam wrong, and be 
ſorry for it too, when I hear of it from thoſe who 
ſhew their Affe ction as well as their Anger; but 


of all the Puniſhments I ever met with, I think, I 


never was ſo pleaſed with any Thing as I was with 2 


what happened to a Miſs when J was at Scheol. 
One of the young Ladies had committed a Fault, 


for which the Governeſs corrected her ſeverely; | 
but that ſhe might not be expoſed to the Banters | 

of her School-fellows, gave her her Puniſhment in | 
her own Room, when no Body was preſent but 
one of the Teachers, who told one of the young 
Ladies with whom ſhe lay, and it quickly went 


through the Houſe. 


As this was contrary to the Defign of our I 

Miſtreſs, who often ſaid that frequent Same 
hardens the Mind, ſhe made a very ſtrict Enquiry 
who ſpread the Report, which was ſoon traced to 
the Lady who was the Teacher's Bed- fellow. It | 


was in vain that Miſs pretended to produce her Au- 
thor, ſhe was obliged to undergo the Pain of a 
whole Day's Silence; and that the good Gentle- 
woman might act juſtly, without leſſening the 


Authority of her Teacher, by a publick Cenſure 


of her Fault, ſhe enjoined her to ſee this Penance 
performed, and to ſtay with the Lady from Morn- 
ing till Night, without any other Company, and 


never to ſpeak to her. This was performed, but 
the Executioner, as indeed it was right ſhe ſhould, | 


received full as much Mortification as the Crimi- 


nal; for tho' ſhe would, in Conſideration of its 


being thro' her Means that the Lady was thus ſe- 
verely puniſhed, have remitted Part of the Pen- 
ance, yet as ſhe had already given ſuch a Proof of 


her - Diſpoſition to tattle, the young Lady wiſely | 
_ Miſs | 


reſolved not to truſt her. 
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her Companions, and they all, except the Lover, 
grew ſociable: and entertaining; but the ſettled 
Contempt with which his Miſtreſs ſurveyed him, 
and the Doctor's ſpightfully aſking him, how he 
found his Shoulder, was too much for his Pa- 
tience; he therefore bluntly replied, that if he 
provoked him, he ſhould feel that it had not loſt 
its Strength. This Menace, when pent up in a 
Coach with three Women, appeared ſo ridicu- 
lous, that Miſs Fanny, with a ſarcaſtic Laugh cried 
out, That's a doughty Knight indeed, who will 


Damſel: But don't mind him, Sir, I'll venture 
to be your Second, when he bas the Courage to 
challenge you.” As this Speech was ſpoke with a 
Smile to the Doctor, it did not fail to make him 
appear ridiculous in his Turn; for as he fancied, 
that to ingratiate himſelf with the young Lady, 
he had little elſe to do, than make the Baronet's 
neceſſary Man appear contemptible, - he treated 
him unmercifully : However, after a few hot 
Words from his Adverſary, and a Reproof from 
the Lady, in which ſhe told him, that ſhe thought 
he had no great Reaſon to boaſt of his Attachment 
to the Fair, ſince their Cries had not the Power 
to awake either his Curioſity or Courage, ſo far as 
to endanger his own Perſon, he appeared a good 
deal humbled, and notwithſtanding the old Lady 
-ſlept, the Girl behaved in a Manner quite unex- 
ceptionable. Betty Barnes and ſhe grew extreme- 
ly intimate: Very poſſibly Miſs ſuſpected, as ſhe 
found-her up when ſhe came into her own Room, 
that ſhe was acquainted with her. Imprudence, in 
meeting a young Fellow whom ſhe had known 
but one Day, and ne, that the beſt Way 
| is 5 BY | to 
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| Miſs Fanny's little Story pleaſed and diverted ' 


drub a Man, when he refuſes to reſcue a diſtreſſed , | 
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to prevent her from receiving any Mortification il 
on that Account, would be to put ſome Conſi- 

dence in her, and to treat her on a Level. Had 
Miſs Fanny had the Advantage of Years and Ex- 


perience, ſhe could not have acted more juſtly, as 


nothing provokes Malevolence ſo certainly as the 

Diſparity of the Object by which it is excited, eſ- 
pecially if there ſeems to be a high Senſe of that 
Diſparity ; for which Reaſon 1 believe, no one 
Paſſion of the human Mind fo fooliſhly ſubverts its | 
own Gratification as Pride, How many ſe- 
vere Sarcaſms would the Beauty eſcape, if ſhe did | 
not ſet ſo great a Value on her Charms? How | 
might the Wealthy conſole themſelves in their 
Caſh, if they did not, by a ſupercilious Diſdain | 
of the Needy, ſet the World on enquiring from } 
whence came their Muſhroom Greatneſs? AsT | 
think it a great Sign of the Writer's having ſome | 


of the Vice I am condemning, to dare to obtrude 
on the World, what he aſks Pardon for in almoſt 
the ſame Sentence, I will ſuppoſe the Reader not 
offended by the Reflection, and proceed. 

At the End of this Day*s Jonrney, they loſt the 
young Lady's courageous Lover, who received 
Orders at the Inn to attend his Mafter the next 
Morning; he would very fain have engaged Miſs 
Fanny in, a private Converſation ; but ſhe prudent- 
ly declined it, and even told him, that he need 
not trouble himſelf concerning the Perſon the 
ſpoke about, ſince ſhe had a mortal Averſion to 
a Man who wanted Spirit. 'This was, ſhe thought 
quite unintelligible to any but him ſhe ſpoke to, 
as the other Gentleman was out of Hearing; to 


this he only anſwered, that the damned Quack, | 
he ſuppoſed, had Spirit enough for the Lady, and | 


then left her. 7 | 5 
. . 


S . „ wy „ „ gs Hwajn, wa a O© 


8 


28 44 A „ dee = © 


© I Q 


BETTY BARNES. 29 
CHAP. VIL 


A Perſon, already mentioned, fupplies the Place of 
Miſs Fanny*s glittering Lover, who entirely cures 
her of her Coquetry and Afeclation, by inſpiring ber 
with more tender Senſations, The Gentleman tells 
his Story, which leads to an agrecable Diſcovery. 


HE next Morning, on their going to the 
Coach, they found the Place of the quon- 
dam Valet filled by the very Officer who had put 
poor Miſs Fanny in ſuch cruel Apprehenſions the 
firſt Night of the Journey, He had had a Fall. 
from his Horſe the Day before, in which he was 
much bruifed, and therefore choſe to alter his 
Method of travelling. The poor Girl on her go- 
ing into the Coach bluſhed extreamly, and ap- 
peared under great Confuſion ; but the Gen- 
tleman ſoon diſſipated her Uneaſineſs, by the ma- 
ny Apologies he made for his own Brutality, in 
uſing her ſo roughly: at the ſame Time ack- 
nowledging, that he had no other Excuſe to make 
for his Conduct, but that he had been weak enough 
to let an Enemy into his Head, that had ſtole 
away his Brains: This little Theft from the ini- 
mitable Shakeſpear, gave Miſs and Betty Barnes a 


good deal of Diverſion, as the old Lady ſeemed - 


very much pleaſed with it, and very ſagely obſerv- 
ed, that it was a thouſand Pities that a Gentle- 
man who was capable of ſo wiſe a Remark, ſhould 
ever give - Occaſion for it in his own Perſon. 
Dear Madam,” returned the Gentleman, you 
do me too much Honour, in thinking the Remark 
mine, fince I am indebted for it to one of the 
greateſt Genius's that ever lived.” The good 
© 3 - Lady 
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Lady replied, that he deſerved Praiſe for the | 1 
Choice of his Books; for in this depraved Age.“ 
added“ ſhe, one hardly finds a young Man that 


reads any Thing but Plays and Romances, Stuff 

that corrupts the Heart and the Morals.” ? 
The Officer ſmiled at the Compliment, but left 
the good Gentlewoman in her Ignorance of his | 
Author, ſince he ſhould run the Hazard of loſing | 
her good Opinion by undeceiving her. They | 
ſpent the Day. very agreeably, and the old Lady let | 
her Grand-daughter to talk without Interruption, | 
as ſhe had not the leaſt, Dread of Danger, from | 
her Acquaintance with a Perſon who made ſo pru- | 
dent a Choice of his Amuſements,” and who was 
in Reality a Man of good Senſe. Miſs Fanny, as 
they grew more intimate by Degrees, became 
_ thoughtful, and loſt every Air of affected Superi- | 
ority: ſhe even made a Sacrifice of her Vanity, | 
and took more Pains that a brilliant Expreſſion of 
the Officer's ſhould not paſs unnoticed, than to 
ſhew her own. Wit. The Gentleman, in his 
Turn, appeared muck pleaſed with her, tho? he 
did not ſeem to have the leaſt Deſign of inſpiring 
her with Love, The only Compliment. that 
could be called particular, at once quaſhing every 
Hope that he might conceive of his becoming her 
Admirer. It was, a Wiſh that her he was deſtined 
to marry, might poſſeſs half her Charms. The 
old Lady then faid, that ſhe ſupoſed he was going 
to be married to one whom his. Friends had pro- 
vided for him, to which he replied in the Affir- 
mative. This Declaration threw Miſs Fanny al- 
moſt into a fainting Fit, which ſne endeavoured to 
conceal, by complaining, that the riding backward 
made her ſick, and begging Betty to change Places 
with her. The young Captain appeared affected 
** | al 
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at her Change of Temper, which he perhaps at- 
tributed to the right Cauſe, tho' he ſhewed no 
unmanly Triumph, or over-weening Self-conceit ; 
but ſeemed: rather to wiſh her Return of Cheer- 
fulneſs, notwithſtanding her Melancholy undoubt- 
edly flattered his Self-love, , 
The old Gentle woman was impertinently inqui- 
fitive in Regard to, the Gentleman's Family and 
Circumſtances : at leaſt Betty Barnes thought ſo, 
who. was at tnat Time unacquainted with the 
Reaſon of her aſking ſo many Queſtions ; how- 
ever, he anſwered her with great Good-Nature : 
He told.her that his Father was the younger Bro- 
ther of a good Family in the North of England, 
that he marrying a Portugueze Lady, by her Per- 
fuaſions he turned Roman Catholic, and afterwards 
ſettled at Liſhon, where he had an other Son be- 
fides . himſelf, and. ſeveral Daughters. As his Fa- 
ther had great Succeſs in the Profeſſion of a Mer- 
chant, he grew ambitious of raiſing a Family that 
might vie in Grandeur with that of his elder Bro- 
ther in England, and as the beſt Means to promote 
that Deſign, according to the cruel Cuſtom of the 
Country where che reſided, placed ſeveral of his 
Daughters.in Convents, and deſigned his youngeſt 
Son, which was.the Captain, for the Army : But 
as he was yet unfit for the rough Diſcipilne of 
War, he was. ſuffered to remain at Home with 
his elder Brother and Siſter. During this [nterval, 
his Father's Brother's Son, being on his Travels, 
paid them a Viſit. N e : 
This young Gentleman“ continued the Cap- 
tain,“ was a Man of Sobriety and Virtue ; yet 
my Father, a very great Bigot to his Religion, 
often mentioned to me, as my Couſin and I were 
extreamly intimate, how very meritorious it 
| C 4- | would, 
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would be to ſnatch him from the Jaws of Hell, my | 
making a Convert of him to the true Church. As 
this was very frequently inculcated, I began in 
earneſt a Work I thought ſo acceptable to God; 
but * poor Father ſaw all his Hopes diſappoint- 
ed; for inſtead of convincing him of his Error, 
he baffled all my Arguments, and removed every 
Prejudice of Education; even while I endeavour- 
ed to confute his Reaſoning, my Heart aſſented 
to the Force of Truth. In this Situation of Mind, 
T made. my Couſin my Confidant, who promiſed 
to aſk my Uncle, his Father, to try all his Intereſt 
to prevail with my Parents, to ſuffer me to re- 
turn his Viſit, His Deſign was ſucceſsful, and I 
was permitted to return with him into England, | 
where I have been near nine Years, My Uncle 
took on himſelf the Trouble of informing my Fa- 
ther of my Change of Sentiments, for which he 
received no other Thanks than being vilified and 
abuſed, as the Deſtroyer of his Child, who, he 
| ſaid, was betrayed to everlaſting Perdition. In 
Anſwer to a Letter I ſent him, in which I expreſ- 
ſed the warmeſt Senſe of Duty, he told me, that 
he looked on me as an Out-caſt from his Family, 
and would never more hold any Intercocourſe 
with me, except he was aſſured I had renounced 
my Hereſy, As I was deprived of all Reſource. 
from my Parents, my Uncle very kindly provided 
for me, and before I had been two Years in Eng- 
land, got me a Poſt in the Army, which I have 
lately diſpoſed of, ſo that the Captain is now only 
my travelling Name, as Gibbet ſays “... 
„Then I hope, Sir,“ ſaid Miſs Fanny, her 
Eyes ſparkling with Pleaſure, that your Father 
is reconciled, notwithſtanding his Heat; for if this 
was not the Caſe, you would bardly have * 
. | ESE, 
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with your Commiſſion.” * He has promiſed me 
his future Favour; but it is on ſuch hard Condi- 
tions,“ returned the Captain with a Sigh, and a 
tender Glance at the young Lady, that I know - 
not whether I ſhall accept it.“ Why, I hope,” 
ſaid the old Lady, with much Concern, ** youll 
not turn Apoſtate for a Fortune.” * No, no, 
Madam,“ replied the Gentleman, I am only to 
marry where I ſhall, I fear, have much ado to 
love. In ſhort, my elder Brother is dead, and my 
Father having no other Son but myſelf, has abated 
Something of his Rigour, and offered me a For- 
tune, if I will conſent to marry a young Lady, 
who, I am informed, is as very a Coquette as * 
Beauty and Fifteen can make her. I have not 
ſeen her yet, but it is to her Father's Houſe I am 
now bouud, where, if J find nothing but a beauti- 
ful Outfide to engage my Attention, I am deter- 
mined again- to become the Soldier. of Fortune. 
For J think no Employ in the Service of my King 
can be half ſo diſgraceful as a mean Pretence to a 
Paſſion where the Heart. 1s. indifferent, or pre- 
engaged.” : „ 

This laſt was ſpoken with a viſible Concern in 
his Look and Accent, and ſeemed addreſſed to 
Miſs Fanny, who whiſpered ſomething to her 
Grand-mamma, with a good Neal of Emotion: to 
which the old Lady very calmly replied, “ Very 
like ſo,” and immediately afked the Gentleman if 
it was in this Part of the Country where he was 
to ſee his Miſtreſs, He told her, that he expected 
to ſee her in two-Days, and was already related to 
her; for ſhe was the Daughter of his own Aunt, . 
who lived at the Town where the Stage puts up, 
and her Name,” returned Miſs Fanny, © is 
Wilcox, I thought I had heard Something of the 

| 7 5 3 | Story.” 
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Story.“ On my-Life, Madam, you are right,” 
replied the Gentleman, but I hope you will not 
© _ acquaint the Lady how free I have made with her 
Faults,” No, no,” ſhe rejoined bluſhing, © 1 
ſhall hardly mention it, tho? I ſhall take Care not 
to forget the Reproof.“ 5 | 
The old Lady, now unable longer to contain 
herſelf, cried out, Well, well, I find the Truth 
will out, this Girl here is Mr, Wilcox's Daughter, 
and was ſent for from School, as far as I can find, 
for no other Reaſon but to ſee her Couſin, who I 
am glad to find ſo compleat a Gentleman. Tho' 
if my Advice was to be of any Weight, I ſhould. 
endeavour that ſhe ſhould have a few more Years 
over her Head, before ſhe. entered into the Cares 
ot Lite.” - - $65, 
This Speech ſeemed but little attended to by 
either the young Lady or the Captain, who both 
appeared loſt in Thought, eſpecially Miſs Fanny, 
who was covered with Confuſion, and betrayed her 
Tenderneſs, by attempting to conceal it. At laſt 
the Lover brought out, ** And are you really the 
Lady I dreaded to ſee, for Fear I ſhould not be 
able to love ? I was in Terror at the Thoughts of 
a made-up Match, as I have ſo often ſeen the un- 
happy Conſequences of them among my Friends; 
but my good Fortune has diſſipated all my Fears, 
by bringing to my Sight, the dear Creature, who 
can alone make me happy, and, at the ſame Time, 
reinſtate me in my Father's Favour.” -  _ 
As this was ſpoke in an Accent extreamly paſſi- 
onate, and attended with a Seizure of one of Miſs 
Fanny's Hands, which the Lover ſtrenuouſly held 
between both his, the poor young Lady was quite 
confounded at what would probably have given her 
| = | +4 7 ens 
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great Pleaſure, had it happened without Witneſſes, 
However, ſhe withdrew her Hand, and with a 
pretty good Grace cried, © Dear Captain, re- 


member you are not talking to the Girl that light- 


ed you to your Chamber t'other Night.“ This little 


| Reproach, tho? it was not ſpoke with the leaſt 


Bitterneſs, gave the Lover ſome Uneaſineſs, and 
made him bear his preſent Happineſs with more 
Equality of. Temper. But as. this happy Ren- 
counter gave a new Turn to the Converſation, I 
ſhall here put an End to this, Chapter. 


'CHAP: VIII. 


f Containing ſame Remarks. on the tender Affection of 
*- thoſe Parents, who becauſe they cannot make their 


Children as happy as they wiſh, render them as mi- 
| ſerable as they can. | | 4 


"HE Gentleman who had ſo unexpectedly 
met with his intended Bride, in the Exulta- 


rion of his Heart, at his Eſcape from a Wife 


where his Mind had no Attachment, now exclaim- 
ed at the Folly of thoſe Parents who force their 
Children to be ſplendidly miſerable, when the 
good old Lady, full of a Mother's Fondneſs for 
her only Son, whom the fancied unhappy, becauſe 
he had. married a Lady of a different Way of 


thinking from her own, ſighing, replied, © Peo- 


ple blame Parents, and Parents; but for my Part, 
IL don't ſee. but that young: Folks make themſelves 


miſerable as*often as their Fathers and Mothers do 


it for them.” Miſs replied, that nothing ſhould 


force her to marry a Man ſhe could not like; for 


if ſhe muſt be unhappy, it ſhould be to pleaſe her- 
ſelf, and not to humour other People; and added, 
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that by what little ſhe had ſeen, it was more to ſa- 
tisfy their own obſtinate Humour, than any Re- 
gard to their Children's real Good, that made Pa- 
rents contradict their Inclinations, ſince if it was 
out of a Concern for their Welfare, they would 
not be ſo apt to increaſe their Misfortunes by a ri- 
gorous Reſentment, when the imprudent Step 
could not be recalled; *©* for,” ſhe continued, I 
don't remember that I ever heard an irreconcilea- 
ble Father alledge, that he puniſhes to prevent 


bother People's Children from being ſeduced by the 


bad Example, yet, I think, this is ſaid to be the 
only juſt Deſign of Puniſhment.” © Ah,” cried the 
old Lady, *©* *tis a Sign you know nothing of the 
Pain, and carking Care that affeQs a Mother's 
Heart, by your talking ſo much at Faſe. You 


think it nothing to have every ExpeQation blaſted. 
Parents, it ſeems, are to have no Will of their 


own ; but dutifully to acquieſce in the wiſe Choice 
of their Children : * I ſhan't wonder at any 
Thing I hear in this di 

we ſhall by and by have a Law to knock old Peo- 


ple on the Head, for being ſo unmannerly as to 


live longer than they ought.” | | 
As ſhe ſpoke this with ſome Heat as well as 
Peeviſhnefs, the young Lady's Lover replied in 


+" the moft reſpectful Manner, that he believed no 


Mind that was not wholly abandoned, could har- 
bour a Thought that could give the leaſt Ground 


for ſuch a Satire, *©. I dare ſay, Madam,” he 
continued, old Age would in general meet with 


Reverence and Reſpe &, did it not too much en- 
croach on the Prerogatives of Youth, but I can 


ſee no Cauſe that ſhould hinder a young Fellow 


from apeing of his Sire, when the old Gentleman 
hin: ſelf deſcends to the ſprightly Follies of Youth. 
: Ea” 1 Every 
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Every Age has its Boundaries, and I think it full 
as ridiculous, to ſee an old Lady in the high Head 
and large Hoop of her Grand-daughter, as it would 
be to have the young one to become a Bride, in a 
white Frock and Hanging-ſleeves ; but when.theſe 
Improprieties come to Actions of Importance, it is 
ſtill worſe, I have known a good Gentlewoman, 
who, influenced by her Care for the Morals of her 
Child, has debarred her with the greateſt Strict- 
neſs from reading all Works of Invention, yet, 
when by the Girl's Infringemement of her Com- 
mands, Chance has thrown in the old Lady's 
May, a Novel or a Play, which Miſs has borrow- 
ed of ſome Acquaintance, ſhe has, with all the 
Eagerneſs of Youth, ſpeQacled the Performance, 
till ſhe has gone thro? it, I remember a Trick 
her Daughter played her, that diverted me much, 
as I was at that Time but a Younker, Her Mo- 
ther had, in going thro” a large Volume of Plays, 
found ſome obnoxious Paſſages, which ſhe doubled 
down with great Care to ſhew a grave Relation, 
for whom Miſs had ſoine Eſteem, and in Order to 
ſecure the Book till ſhe was ready to pay him a 
Viſit, clapped it under the Cuſhivn of the Chair 
where ſhe ſat, exclaiming with great Bitterneſs, . 
that Mr. Jobnſon ſhould ſee how prettily ſhe ſpent 
her Time. When they were in the Coach, going 
to the Gentleman, in Order to make this morti- 
fying Diſcovery, as Miſs appeared out of Humour, 
her good Mamma, who loved on theſe Occaſions 
to exert her Power of giving Pain, reſolved to 
turn over the offenſive Book; but behold it was 
changed into a Volume of Devotions, of about the 
the ſame Size as that of the Plays, which the 
cunning Gipſey had put in its Place, on her 

Mamma's riſing to receive a Morning Yo 8 
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This little trifling Tale diverted Miſs Fanny 
extreamly, and gave her a Flow of Vivacity that 


beguiled the Tediouſneſs of the Way, and would 


have been quite entertaining, had it not been for 
an unhappy Diſpoſition. in her. Grandmother, to 
ſee Offence where none was meant. The young 
Doctor, with a Solemnity quite unſuitable to his 
Time of Life, gave his Opinion with the ſenten- 
tious Gravity of a real Phyſician, when cofſulted 
for the Recovery of the Sick, on the Side of the 


old Lady, that nothing was more inſupportable to 


a Perſon of Speculation and Genius, than that 
Over-forwardneſs and Flippancy of You th which. 
ſhe complained of, and that, for his Part, he al- 
ways choſe the Company of thoſe more dvanced- 
in Years, as thereby he found'a greater Improve-. 


ment in Knowledge ; where Miſs. Fanny ſilenced, 


him, by recalling to his. Memory the men 
on the Stairs, and telling him it was great Pity he 
ſhould ever recede from ſo prudent, a Practice, 


ſince thoſe that pretended to be wiſe before their, 


Time, were as diſtaſteful and ridiculous to the 
Young and Gay, as a ſtringleſs Lute, or drone- 
ing Bag-pipe. 

The Oddneſs of the Compariſon ſet them a. 


laughing, which ſo diſconcerted. the poor Apothe-. 


cary, that he ſcarce opened his Lips.the remain-. 
ing Part of the Jouruey ; a Circumſtance that af- 


= forded Relief to Betty Barnes, as he had a good 


deal peſtered her with prolix Compliments on her. 
Perſon, ever ſince his Sagacity had obſerved the 
Improbability of any Succeſs with Miſs Fanny, and 


he had even infinuated with the utmoſt Seriouſneſs 
of Countenance, that tho? he frequently preferred 
- che e of the Stayed and Antient, he was 


he. 
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far from being an Enemy to the Delights of Vouth 
and Love, when he ſaw a Girl who did not undo 


the Charms of her Eyes, by the Saen of 8 


Tongue. | 
As Betty Barnes was wiſe enough to ſee that 

this was deſigned as much for a Fling at the loqua- 
cious Miſs Fanny, as a Compliment in Favour of 
her-Silence, ſhe felt very little Gratitude for his 
good Opinion, and really as much deſpiſed his 
grave Impertince, as ſhe would have done the 
trifling Fopperies of a more lively Fool. Indeed, 
tho? ſhe had a Mind which never admitted the 
ugly Fiend Envy to diſturb its Peace, ſhe could not 
reflect on the perfect Happineſs ſhe believed Miſs 
Fanny was going to enjoy, in the Poſſeſſion of the 
Man ſhe loved, without comparing her's with her 
own. Situation, and this Compariſon made her in 
no Condition to be pleaſed with any Thing that 
could be offered her frem one ſo widely different 
from him whoſe Loſs ſhe lamented, It was theſe 
gloomy Thoughts, together with a Conſciouſneſs 
of the- Inferiority of her Station, that kept _ 
from joining much in the Converſation, and 
haps, ſome little Fear of Miſs Fanny's tart Rear. 
tees might contribute to her Silence; however, 
tho' the Character of a Wit is far from being 
pleaſing to thoſe who are confounded by their 
Vivacity, a Hint I would have obſerved by all 
who either have, or aim at, that Qualification, 
our good-natured Girl heartily wiſhed her every | 
Bliſs that her good Senſe and juſt Way of thanks 
mg made oa _— of enjoying, 
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. and was juſt going to pay a dutiful 


te poar Child for ſuch Trifles,” * And I won- 
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CHAP. IX, 


The young Lady is met by ber Fatber and Mother, 
who exhibit a prepoſlerous but common Picture. 
of a ben-pecked Huſband, and a termagent Wife. 


THEY went on the Reſt of their Journey 


without any Thing remarkable happening 


among them, till they came to alight for Dinner 


the laſt Day. Here they were met by Miſs Fan- 


ys Mamma and Papa. The Gentleman, who 


was the firſt that came into the Room, embraced 
the young Lady with much — Affection, 

lutation to 
the old Lady his Mother, when, at the Appear- 
ance of his Spouſe, it dwindled into a cold Com- 
pliment, The Lady, with an Air which had a 


good deal more of the fine Woman than the af- 
fectionate Parent, enquired after Miſs's Health, 


and expreſſed an uneaſy Kind of Wonder at her 
prodigious Growth, Miſs Fanny returned to both 


| her Papa. and Mamma Anſwers, that ſhewed an. 


—_— enderneſs, but unhappily in the Ex- 
reſſion of her Fondneſs, calling her Mother. dear 


Mamma, ſhe received a Rebuke from that fine 


Lady, who, with Eyes fixed on her. Daughter's 


future Spouſe, whom ſhe had not yet recollected, 


ſaid, ſhe thought Mrs. Higgins her Teacher had. 


by this Time broke her of the ugly Cuſtom which. 


her Father had indulged her in, and that ſhe ex- 


_ peRted ſhe would treat her with more Reſpect. 


This unexpected and unſeaſonable Rebuff put 
the poor young Lady in ſome Confuſion, which 
being obſerved by the Father, he ſaid to his Lady, 
I wonder, my Dear, you will take Offence at 


der, 


— 
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her Champion, condeſcended to ap 
Wrath, by acknowledging that ſhe had no Mean- 
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der, Sir.“ was returned in a moſt haughty Tone, 
&« that you ſhould take on you to direct me; if 1 
had let her been under your Care, ſhe would, I 
ſuppoſe, by this Time have been fit for ſome Hog» 
driver; but tho* I am unhappily buried in the 
Country, 1 ſhould be glad to have her make a Fi- 
cure in Life.” © Why, Madam,” returned the 
Huſband, “ will it hinder her making a Figure in 
Life, to call you Mother?“ Not quite ſo much 
as calling you Father would, I muſt own ;?? was 
replied with the moſt arrogant Self-ſufficiency of 
Look, 35 | - | 

The old Lady, provoked at the Indignity with 
which ſhe thought her Son treated as well as her- 
ſelf, who had only received a ſlight Inclination of 
the Head, at her Daughter-in-law's Entrance, ſaid 
bluntly,” that ſhe hoped ſhe had no Reaſon to call 
any other fo. This was abundantly ſufficient to 
inflame the Paſſions of this chaſte, this affectionate 


Wife, who exclaimed loudly in Defence of her Vir- 


tue and her Fame, which was, ſhe ſaid, hurt by 
ſuch Infinuations. Tho' ſhe herſelf had taken the 


beſt Way to invite an Aſſault, by ſhewing ber 
Contempt for her Huſband ; However, the Mo- 


ther-in-Law, who ſaw plainly enough that her Son 
was too much intimidated at his Wife's Fury to be 
af this 


ing in what ſhe ſaid; and they paſſed Dinner pret- 
ty well, except ſome ſarcaſtic Alluſions from the 
Wife, which had a Retroſpe& to former Bicker- 
ings, and mean Submiſſions. 89 
Miſs Fanny, vexed at her Mother's Behaviour, 


had privately defired the Captain not to make him- 


ſelf known till after Dinner, during which Time 
c =  - 
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ſhe could! not forbear being piqued at ſome Advan- 
ces made him by that Lady, which had the Effect 
of rendering her lefs tender, and more capable of 
behaving with that cool Indifference, which in her 
Mother's Opinion good Breeding required; but 


they had no ſooner dined, than the young Gentle- 


ee inſtructed by Miſs, who, in Return for the 
| 2 jon ſhe had given her, had a Mind to divert 
erſelf with the Embararſſment of ker Mother, pre- 
20 the Lady a Letter, in a Manner which had 
ſomething of an Air of Secrecy. She immediately 
caſt her Eyes on her Daughter, and obſerving that 
the took Notice of this Action, offered to return 
it, but the Gentleman reſuſed to take it back, ſay- 
ing aloud, © I beg, Madam you would read it, 
\ fince your Approbation of the Propoſal it con- 
(dips. muſt alone make my Happineſs.” | 
This odd Declaration before her Huſband. had 
| ng in it ſo uncommon, that ſhe opened it 
with a Kind of fluttering Confuſion, and glancing 
her Eye to the Bottom, beheld her Brother's Name, 
en which ſhe held it to her Spouſe, tho? ſhe had 
juſt before changed her Poſition that he might not 
read. The Lady, as if unable ſoon to recover her- 
ſelf, ſaluted her Couſin with a mortified Counte- 
nance, while the undiſcerning Huſband gave him 
the moſt friendly Careſſes, in the Midſt of which, 
the Coachman called. to his Paſſengers to proceed 
in their Journey, As Miſs Fanny's Father and 
Mother came in their own*Coach, they took their 
Daughter with them, and her Mamma offered the 
Lover the other empty Place; but as there was 
no Room for the old — he choſe to 
continue in the Stage, which ſeemed to give her 
5 haughty Din. not a little _ 
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This Diſſatisfaction did not eſcape: the Notice of 
the toe tender old Lady, who abſolutely refuſed to 
enter the Coach, ſaying, ſhe would not go into 
any Place where ſhe thought ſhe was not welcome. 
On this, the Lady, with an affected Toſs, hurried 
into the Coach, crying, as you pleaſe, Madam, 
People, I know, don't love to be out of their Ele- 


ment, its poſſible you may prefer a Stage.” Then 


ordering the paſſive Tool her Huſband to ſtep 
in, and he immediately obeying. the Command, 
the Coachman drove on, and left both the Gen- 
tleman and her Mother to go in that they came in. 
This Mark of Diſreſpe & ſet the poor old Gentle- 
woman in too great a Fret to be concealed, -who, 
as ſoon as they were well ſetiled, aſked the Officer, 
if he did not think ſhe had a very dutiful Daugh- 
ter in his Aunt, The young Gentleman, as he 
was far from approving, her Behaviour, had 
very little: to ſay in her Defence, only obſerved, 
that ſhe had been ruffled juſt before, which might 
be the Cauſe of her failing in the Deference ſhe 
owed her, as the Mother of her Huſband. “ No, 


no, returned the Peeviſh old Lady, ſhe always 
| behaves ſo, I an't good enough to be treated as 


her Mother, becauſe my Huſband was a Tradeſ- 
man, and I, like a Fool, impoveriſhed myſelf to 
make my Son a more ſuitable. Match for her proud 
Ladyſhip, who now ſcorns me for my Weakneſs ; 


but I deſerve it all, it. would not vex me, if my 


Son was but happy; but he, poor Man, is forced 
to bear with all her Humours, becauſe when they 
were firſt married, he ruined himſelf to ſupply her 


Vanity, and is now a contemptible Creature, that 


owes his Maintenance to his Wife's Bounty: For 
her Friends have left her a Fortune which he has 
no 
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no Concern in; but that was becauſe ſhe had the 

Addreſs to make them believe it was entirely ow- 
ing to him, that ſhe was ſtripped of that ſhe had 
The Captain would, without Doubt, have 


been glad to have had the Family Affairs of his 


future Spouſe leſs expoſed; but the old Lady had 


deen affronted, and was reſolved to give a Looſe 


to her Spleen, for ſhe knew ſhe was in no Danger 
of encreaſing her Son's Slavery, by giving it Vent, 
as her Daughter-in-law- would never hear of it, 
ſhe being, in her own Eſteem, in too high a Claſs 
of Beings to converſe with ſuch low-life Creatures 
as the preſent Companions of her Mother. The 
Nephew indeed was an Exception; but ſhe had, 


at the firſt of his coming into the Coach, conceiv- 


ed an Opinion of him, that would not ſuffer her to 


believe him capable of hurting the Peace of thoſe 


who were related to her, whom he was to marry; 


tho" if ſhe had but thought, ſhe muſt have per- 
ceived that very good Opinion was a tacit Re- 


roach for her own Conduct. On the ſame 
does Scandal take Air: A Lady has more Confi- 
denos in her Friend, than it is plain ſhe deſerves 


| herſelf, at the very Inflant ſhe is truſting her with 


a Secret: From hence a Gentleman tells his Com- 


panion of the Weakneſs of another Friend, and 


eries, I have too much Eſteem for you, to think 
vou will open your Lips about it to any Body:“ 


To which I think, Why ſhoald I keep mine ſhot, 


when you can't yours,” might be no improper Re- 
330000 
When they eame to the End of their Journey, 


* - 


they found Miſs'Fanny's Father waiting at the Inn, 


to'uſher his Mother and the Captain to his —_ ; 
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bat as this off Goatlowomen war bat little pleaſed 
with the Reception ſhe had already met with, he 
was forced to intreat ber with ſome Earneſtneſs to 
accept of the Invitation : However, after a few 
Expaſtulatiqns, ſhe went with them, with a Re- 


| luctance that promiſed ve - the 
| ny. where ſhe was goin * . 
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Betty meets with ſome Subjefs of Mortification I 


much Kindneſs, and was perfectly pleaſed with her 
new Companion, his Siſter. She would now have 
enjoyed Peace and Happineſs, had not Love, in. 
Spite of all her Endeavours to the contrary, diſ- 
turbed her Repoſe. ; however, ſhe had the Reſo- 
lution to vent her Sighs i in ſecret, and to make no 


C' 9 -A'F. I. 
but finds, in the Perſon of ber Friend's Siſter, 
one to whom ſhe : is under _ Obligations. 


ETTY, on coming to the Houſe of honeſt 
Foſeph, was received by the good Man with 


one acquainted with her Pain. But while ſhe was bi 


thus endeavouring to conceal her Grief, ſhe met M 
with new Subjects of Inquietude. | 


Our | 


. N ; oY | 


The HISTORY of, So. 
Our Reader may remember, but if net, we 

ſhall here .remind him, *that in. the Beginning-of 
this Hiſtory, we mentioned a young Lad who lived 
with Toſepb, and was Brother to one of Lady + 
Benſon's Servants, This Youth, by his Induſtry, be- 
came the Favourite of his Maſter, and notwith- 
ſtanding the Alteration of Betty's Perſon, he ſoon 
recollected her, and from a. Knowledge of her 
Birth and Circumſtances began to treat her with 

a ruſtic Freedom, which tho? extreamly diſagreea- 
ble, ſhe could not complain of, without incurring 

the Imputation of Pride. The eaſy Condeſcenſion 
with which ſhe had been treated by ſeveral with 
whom ſhe had lived, who, ſuppoſed ſhe had no 
Infamy annexed to the Meanneſs of her Condition, 
muſt have been conſidered by her, as greatly her 
Superiors, made his Behaviour the more irkſome; 
but when, by the Permiſſion of his Maſter, he 
declared himſelf her Lover, ſhe loſt all Patience ; 
the wide Difference between this Clown and her 
lamented Lover, appeared at once to her View, 
and ſhe anſwered his Expreſſions of Affection with 
more Aſperity and Diſdain, than perhaps became 
her preſent Circumſtances ; and on the other Hand 
the, Fellow did not fail to reply with equal 
Warmth ; for, to ſay the Truth, ſhe did not owe 
this Admiref ſo much to the Strength of her oun 
Charms, which were in a great Meaſure eclipſedi,u. 
by a handſome Dairy-maid, as to the Weight fl 
Toſepb's Bags, ſome of which his Servant imagi 
ed would fall to the Share of the Man who maff 
ried Betty, 1 N ger and 
The Farmer was ſoon informed of the Pride of 
his new Gueſt, and s he himſelf, when a young 
Man, was in a Situation not much preferable to 
| „„ . that 
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that of his Servant, he was very little pleaſed witl 


the Account. However, as he had no Intention 


to force her Inclinations, he ſaid nothing to her 


about it; only ſhe could obſerve, that he ſeemed 
rather cooler to her than at firſt, This Diſlike 
ſhe ſoon removed, by an earneft Application to the 
Buſineſs of the Family; while the Sweetnefs of her 


Temper gained her the Affection of all about her, 


except her rough Lover, who could by no Means 
digeſt the Mortification he had received, by his 
Meeting with a Refuſal, and therefore, from a 


Spirit of Revenge, took every Occaſion to remind 


her of her original Meanneſs, and the great Good- 
neſs of his Maſter, in putting her on a Level with 


his own Siſter. This Treatment, however hum- 


bling, gave her liitle Concern, as ſhe had the Plea- 


ſure of ſeeing him loſe his Labour, for neither her 


old Friend Fo/eph or his Siſter gave much Heed to 


his Invectives. The poor Woman had ſeen a good 


Deal of the World, and having been long acquaint- 


ed with Miſery, found herſelf in too happy a Sta- 
tion to quarrel with her Brother, for letting ano- 


ther ſhare in her Happineſs : Beſides Betty was 
really a very great Favourite, and had no incon- 
ſiderable Share in her Confidence, which was much 
encreaſed by her having noone but her to converſe 
with, who underſtood any Thing of the Scenes 


| ſhe had been many Years engaged in. Talking 


one Day with this Woman, Betty Barnes by Acci- 


dent mentioned the Name of Mrs. Milner”s Daugh- 


ter, and was ſurprized to find, that her preſent 


Companion was her intimate Acquaintance ; for 


as ſhe had only ſpoke of her as the Daughter of her 


_ Miſtreſs, the Woman did not imagine that ſhe 


knew 
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BETTY BARNES. 49 
knew any Thing of her Infamy; but when Betty 
aſked her, if ſhe had known Mrs. Danvers too, Mrs. 
Katherine, for that was the Name of Joſeph's Siſter, 
would gladly have recalled her Words; however, 
as ſhe thought it would be in vain to endeavour to 
impoſe on her, ſhe owned her having ſome Know- 
ledge of this wicked Woman, 

The Uneaſineſs which was viſible in Mrs. Ka- 
therine's Countenance, while ſhe was ſpeaking, 
made Betty for the preſent repreſs her Curioſity, 
tho' ſhe thought herſelf concerned in the Diſcove- 
ry; but as they grew more intimate, ſhe learned 
all ſhe wiſhed to know. How great was her Aſ- 
toniſhment, when ſhe found that Katherine had 
been her Friend, before ſhe had ſeen her, and had 
intereſted herſelf in her Happineſs, while ſhe was a 
perfect Stranger to her Perſon | and how was ſhe 
amazed, when ſhe diſcovered that ſhe was no-other 
than the poor unhappy Creature who lay ſick at 
the Houſe of the horrid Wretch in Bridges-ftreet | 
The Knowledge of this Secret opened the Way 
for her mentioning Mr. Marſhall, who ſtill em- 
ployed her Thoughts; and the Emotion ſhe ſome» 
times diſcovered,. when Gratitude made Joſeph's 
diſter grow laviſh in his Praiſe, by Degrees betray- 
ed her own Secret. This mutual Confidence ren- 
dered them extreamly dear to each other. Betty 
now ſaw the Sincerity of her Repentance, in her 
Piety, the Decency of her Behaviour, and the Re- 
gularity of her Life, and therefore looked upcn 
her with as much Complacency as if ſhe had never 
offended : while ſhe, in her Turn, ſtood acquitted 
in the Mind of Katberine, who before had blamed 
her for the Refuſal ſhe had given to. the Plough- 
man. Pleaſed with the Converſation of this fe- 
male Friend, and more at Eaſe, by opening her 
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Heart to her, Betty began to reliſh the quiet Wen 
of a rural Life, and had conceived Hopes of being 
in Time able io conquer a fruitleſs Paſſion, which 
had been to her the Source of great Uneaſineſs: 

but alas! ſhe ſoon ſaw the Vanity of theſe Hopes, 
An accidental Interview with Mr. Marſball revived 
every intendei ing Senſation: but this Meeting, and 
its unhappy Conſequences, ſhall be the Subject of 
the next Chapter. | | 
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TOSEPH, in cndar to divert his Siſter, took 
her and her Companion to the Races, which 
were at that Time about fifteen Miles diſtant 
from his Village. As this was a Sight that was 
quite new to Betty Barnes, ſhe was much pleaſed 
with it; but her petty was of a thort Con- 
tinuance. 

When the Sport was over, ſhe was taken up 
with the prodigious Appearance of Nobility and 
Gentry with which ſhe was ſurrounded, when ſhe 
beheld Mr. Marſhall riding by. the Side of a Cha- 
riot, in which was placed an old Gentleman and a 
very young Lady. His Aſſiduity to the Lady gave 
Betty intolerable Pain; ſhe now thought nothing 
could give her Relief, but endeavouring to conceal 
her Uneaſineſs, ſhe enquired of Toſeph if he knew 
. who that old Gentleman was; but the Farmer 
could give her very little Satisfaction, and could 
only inform her, that the young Lady was juſt 
married, and that ſhe was the Daughter of a Gen- 
teman Who had a Seat! in that e 
. 1s 
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This ſeemed a Confirmation of all her Fears, and 
cauſed a Change of - Countenance, that was taken 
Notice of by her Friend, who was not at all at a 


' Loſs to gueſs the Cauſe; for ſhe had obleryed Mr. 
Marſball before he had been ſeen by Betty, tho? ſhe 
had not told her, for Fear it might give her Pain, 


Betty begged her Companion to haſten their Re- 
turn, leſt ſhe ſhould be obſerved by Mr. Marſhall ; 


but her Care was now too late. He caſt a Glance 


at her, juſt as ſhe was turning her Horſe from the 
Place where ſhe had ſeen him, and gallopped up 
to her with a Rapidity that ſtartled her. 

As Betty Barnes was not at all prepared for this 
Interview, it was ſome Time before ſhe could re- 
colle& herſelf enough to intreat him to leave her, 
and return to his Lady, who, ſhe ſaid, would cer- 
tainly be offended at his leaving her. This was no 
Place to come to an Explanation in, and therefore 


after having aſſured her in the ſolemneſt Manner, | 


that he was yet unmarried, he begged to be in- 
formed where he might ſce her : W 

therine, obſerving her at a Loſs. for a Reply, 974 
kindly invited him to her Brother's. My Re 

may remember that this Woman was under — 
Obligations to the young Gentleman, ſhe therefore 
eagerly embarced this firſt Opportunity of ſhewing 


her Gratitude, and at the ſame Time, promo» 
ting, as ſhe thought, the Happineſs of her young 


Companion, who, tho? ſhe often profeſſed thatſhe 


thought no longer of Mr. Marſhall as a Lover, had 
given her, by the Confuſion ſhe had ſhewn at the 


firſt Sight of that Gentleman, ſome Reaſons to 
doubt the Sincerity of thoſe Profeſſions, 

Mr. Marſhall needed no Entreaties. to follow the 
DiQates of his own Heart; his Couſin Glanville 
D 2 had 


hen Mrs. Ka- 
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had by his Marriage with Miſs Stevens, ſufficiently 
explained the Reaſon of his Viſits at that Lady's 
Lodgings, and had effeQually cured him of his 


| Jealouſy on his Account; he had therefore impa- 


tiently longed to be reconciled to his dear Betty, 
but believing ſhe went into the Country anly to 
avoid him, he began ta accuſe her of Ingratitude, 
and was determined if poffible to forget her: But 
the unexpected Sight of this lovely Girl, awoke 
every tender Idea, and informed. him in one and 
the ſame Moment, that he neither could forget 
nor was forgotten: for while ſhe was deſiring 
him to return to his Wife, the ſudden Change of 
Betty's Face, from extreme Red to extreme Pale, 
told him the ſtrong Agitations with which her 
Heart was affected, and made him believe that ſhe 
had a Suſpicion of his being already married. 
The following Day he came to the Houſe of ho- 
neſt Foſeph, and was ſoon. conducted to the Sight 
of his Miſtreſs, who was already too much pre- 
poſſeſſed in his Favour, to doubt his Sincerity, 
He now owned his cauſcleſs Jealouſy, and apolo- 
gized fot it from the Exceſs of his Love, and the 
great Opinion he had of the Influence of her 
Charms. In ſhort this young Couple felt all the 
Sweets of Reconcilement, and perhaps owed to 
Events that threatened a total Separation, ſome of 
the moſt endearing Moments they had ever 
_ | 
Unhappily Ms. Marſhall was attended in this 
Viſit by the very Fellow who had followed Betty 
and her Companion from YVaux-hall, and had ſeen 
her enter the Houſe of the infamous Wretch in 
Bridges-ſtreet ; he had like likewiſe ſeen Joſepb's 
der ſpeak to his Maſter as ſhe came out of the 
125 | | | Spunging- 
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Spunging-Houſe, and as he was among the Reti- 
nue which followed the Lady's Chariot to the Ra- 
ces, he alſo obferved Mr. Marſball ſpeak to them 
there, He knew Betty Barnes immediately; for 
he had, though unknown to his Maſter, ſeen her 


often, ſince ſrom the firſt Moment of his being 
truſted, he had fancied himſelf worthy of his Ma- 


ſter*s unreſerved Confidence, and as Mr. Marſhall 


did not ſeem to have ſo high a Senſe of his Merit, 
he had endeavoured to gain by Induſtry a Know- 
ledge of his Secrets, and to that End had watched 
him narrowly ; he therefore knew of his being ve- 
ry frequently in Appearance his Equal, and gueſ- 


| ſed the Motive of his Diſguiſe. Intereſt indeed 


had hitherto kept him filent ; for Mr. Marſball 
was one of the beſt of Maſters : But tho? he had 
well rewarded his Diligence and Secrecy, he did 
not chuſe to become his Slave, by putting an Af- - 
fair, on which he thought all his Happineſs depend- 

ed, too much in his Power,  —- 
_ This Fellow was tegaled by the Clown, wh 

had courted Betty Barnes, and who, while the Lo- 


vers were enjoying the Delights of Reconcilement, 


from a Motive of Envy and Hatred, informed him 
with much Spite, that the Wench his maſter had 
ſo much demeaned himſelf in coming to ſee, was a 
Baſtard, and was now kept out of Charity. The 


Servant, in order to make ſome Return for this In- 
telligence, told him what he perhaps believed to 


be true, that he fancied if the Truth was known, 
young as ſhe was, ſhe had been a Whore ; for 
ſhe had once lived in a Bawdy-houſe, as well as the 
Woman who juſt went out of the Room, who 
tho? he did not know her Yeſterday when ſhe was 
dreſt, he now, he faid, remembered to be & pbor _ 
Creature whorn his Maſter took out of a Spuriging- 

| Dy. 1 Houſe. 
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| Houſe, © I wonder then,” added he, © what could 
be the Reaſon of his having any T hing to ſay to 
| ſuch a Wretch; for ſhe looked as if ſhe would 
| fink into the Earth ; but I now ſee plainly enough, 

that it was not meer Charity that made him give 
her ſo much Money. I have often puzzled my 
Brains about it; but Murder will out at laſt. If 
ſhe had not known this Girl, I ſuppoſe ſhe might 
bave rotted in a Priſon for him ; but if my Maſter 
had thought fit to have truſted me, I could have 
helped ins to a Sight of this Girl much cheaper.” 

He received very little Interruption from the 
Ploughman during this Harangue : For the Fellow 
liftened with a malicious Joy that kept him filent 
but his Taciturnity continued no longer than till 
Mr. Marſball, by going away, gave him an Op- 
portunity to vent his Spite at the Ex pence of poor 
Betty,” and his Maſter's unhappy Siſter. While, 
on the other Hand, Mr. MarſhaiPs Servant, made 
bold by his having long had a Secret of his Maſter's 
in his Poſſeſſion, with very little Caution related 

all he had heard. 

The Lover, provoked at the Fellow 8 Audacity, 
and without conſidering the Conſequences, inſtant- 
ly diſcharged him. He in vain pleaded to ſtay; 
but at laſf, finding him inexorable, he applied to 

Mr. MarſbalÞs Grandfather, who was the old Gen- 
tleman Betty had ſeen in the Chariot with the La- 
dy, and in order to gain his Intereſt with his Maſ- 
ter, or perhaps to ſatiate his Revenge, told him the 
Reaſon of his being diſcharged, and related, with 
ſome Exaggerations, all that he knew, or imagin- 
ed he knew, concerning his Maſter and Betty 
Barnes. | 

In Conſequence of this Welte es, Mr. Mar- 
foal x received an Order __ his Grandfather to 


return 
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return to London ; an Order that he was obliged 
to obey on Pain of forfeiting his Favour ; and as 
the old Gentleman had not given his Reaſons for 
this ſudden Reſolution, he dreaded, if he made 
Uſe of Expoſtulations, his being himſelſ the Bab- 
bler of his own Secret, 'Thus was he torn from 
her. he loved, almoſt in the endearing Moment of 


\ Reconciliation, and had ſcarcely Time to give a 


Countryman a Note for his Miſtreſs, before his 
Departure: This the honeſt Man delivered, as he 
was ordered, and Betty had the Conſolation of be- 
ing aſſured that it was nothing but meer Neceſſity 
that forced him from her. „ 
This Note found her weeping for her Friend 
whom Joeſepb had narrowly examined as to her paſt 
Life, and who had, with lively. Expreſſions of the 


utmoſt Penitence, confeſſed the Truth of what her 


Brother's Servant had alledged againſt her; but 
had, at the ſame Time, cleared - Betty's Reputati- 
on from all the Odium his Malice had thrown up- 
on it. In the Courſe of theſe Explanations, both 
Betty and her Friend received many Mortifications 


from the ill-mannered Licentiouſneſs of this coarſe- 


bred Fellow's Tongue. 


This the unhappy Woman, whoſe Spirit was: 


broke by a Reflection on her paſt ill Conduct, bore 
in Silence; but Betty, who felt no inward Re- 


proaches, reſented it with Warmth, and inſiſted 


on going directly for London, if he ſtayed longer 
in the Family. This accorded exactly with the 


Wiſhes of the poor Penitent, tho? ſhe durſt not 


make the Motion. At length; Joſeph overcome 
by the Tears of a Siſter whom he had once loved 
with almoſt the Affection of a Father, as ſhe was 
many Years younger than himſelf, granted all they 
wiſhed, and diſcharged his Servant. | 
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an. The HISTORY of | 
They now began to enjoy all the Sweets of a 
domeſtic Life, and Betty was as happy as it was 
| Poſſible for one of her Senſibility and Tenderneſs 
to be, whilſt divided from what ſhe loved: not 
but ſhe had every Allevation that could make Ab- 
ſence ſupportable; ſhe frequently heard from Mr. 
Marſhall, who wrote to her under Cover to her 
Friend, and every Letter as fully expreſſed the 
Man of Probity as the tender Lover. He even 
intrea ted her to come to London; and informed 
her, that he had Hopes of ſoon reconciling his. 
Mother to his Happineſs. But alas ! theſe in- 
chanting Proſpe&s were much farther diſtant 

than ſhe fondly imagined, and ſhe had Difficulties 
and Dangers to encounter, of which ſhe had not 
then the leaſt Idea. | 


CHAP. III. 


In which Betty is carried away by Violence, and ſaved 
by one Villain from the Brutality of another. 


E. Fellow who had been diſcharged from 
Joſepb's Service, had, on his Departure 
from the Village, vowed Revenge ; but Betty had 
given very little Heed to his Menaees. Secure in 
her own Innocence, ſhe dreaded no Enemies, and 
remained ſecure till ſhe felt the Effects of his Ma- 
lice. | x 
About three Weeks after Mr Marſball's Depar- 
ture, as the and her Companion were walking in 
the Duſk of the Evening in a Field not far from 
Home, they were ſtartled by a loud Whiſtling, 
that ſeemed given for a Signal. Inſtantly there 
ruſhed from behind a Hedge three Men in Maſks, 
two of whom ſeized on Betty, and in Spite - her 
$4: ries, 
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Cries, carried her off, while the third kept Jo- 
ſepb's Siſter in the Field, and ſtayed to guard ft, 


leſt ſhe ſhould raiſe the Village, and engage the In- | 


habitants to join in their Purſuit. They carried 
the terrified Girl in their Arms acroſs two Fields 
til they came into 4 back Lane, and then fotced 
her into a Coach which ſtood waiting for them. 
They ſpoke not one Word all this Time, tho? the 
poor frighted Creature begged them for God's 
Sake to let her know where they were carrying 


her. oo : dl 5 i 
As ſoon as they had placed her in the Coach, 


one of the Fellows returned back to give Notice to 
his Companion that he 1 ſet her Friend at Li- 
n a few Minutes toge- 


berty, and they returned | 
ther, when he who had been left to guard the 
Farmer's Siſter mounted the Coach-box, and 


drove at a furious Rate the greateſt Part of the 
Night. At length Fatigue obliged them to ſtop, 


which they did at a lone Houſe, after 6ne of the 


Men, who, I ſhould have told you, rode on 


Horſeback, had gone before to prevent Betty's 
Complaint of ill Uſage having any Effect on the 
People of the Houſe. Before they came to the 
Place where they were to alight, he returffed, and, 
in Conjun@ion with his Companion, rudely ſnatch- 
ed off her Handkerchief, and her Cap, to give 


her as much as poſſible the 1 of Mad- 
ed, 


neſs, which was, they alled the Cauſe of their 
travelling in tlie Night. She heard one of the 


Viltains tell the Landlord a plauſible Story of her 


being a rich Farmer's Daughter, whom the 
Squire of the Village had debauched, that ſhe 
was with Child, and her Father to hide her Shame 
had left his Farm, and was going to ſettle in Nova 
Scotia, adding with a ſignificant Look, that the 

1 „ | poor 
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poor Man was ſo fond of his Child, that he had 0 
ed them to be ſparing of no Expence on the Road. 
The Man of the Houſe liſtened to the Story with- 
out ſeeming to mind what was ſaid to him, till the 
Concluſion reminded him that he ought to make 
his own Advantage of the Girl's Calamity, and he 
went briſkly to prepare them a Refreſhment that 
he might charge double the Value in their Bill, as 
he found it was not their own Money they were ſpend- 
ing. Tho' it was hardly poſſible for them to be 
worſe accommodated than they were at this Inn, 
or rather Alehouſe, yet Fear, the Villian's Curſe, 
made them chuſe to put up with any Inconvenien- 
cies,. rather than run the Hazard of a Diſcovery. 
After they had reſted themſelves all Day, they 
as ſoon as it was dark ſet out, and drove with the 
ſame Rapidity as before ;. They had intruſted the 
Landlord with the Road they intended to take, 
but before they were many Miles from his Houſe, 
they found Reaſon enough to repent their Confi- | 
| dence. One of the Men, to engage the I. andlord 
to give Credit to what they ſaid, had ſhewed a 
Handful of Gold, which was a- 'T emptation too 
great for all his Honeſty to withſtand. Perhaps 
he gueſſed that they had impoſed on him by a 
ſham Story, and on that Account imagined that 


be ſhould run no Riſk of their appearing againſt 


him, and ſo reſolved for once to make bold with 
greater Villains than himſelf. 

The Fellow in the Coach had treated the Girl 
with ſome Indecencies, which ſhe loudly complain- 
ed of; the Man on Horſeback, who ſeemed to be 
the civileſt of the three, was blaming him, and 
the Coachman, who had ſtopped his Horſes that he 
might hear what they were talking of, had juſt 
ſaid, © Before God, if 125 don't let the ul. 

alone 
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alone you ſhall drive the Coach yourſelf for Robin; 
for I know one who will give me as much for diſ- 
covering whar I know, as I ſhall get by this dirty 
Job, when I have damned my Soul into the Bar- 
gain,” He had hardly finiſhed his Threat, when 
they were alarmed with the trampling of Horſes, 
ad a Cry of Stop, you Villians, or Ill make 
you.” The Fellows thought of nothing hut fal- 
ling into the Hands of Juſtice, and influenced by 
their Fears, made no Reſiſtance, but ſuffered 
_ themſelves to be ſtripped of the Caſh which had 
been given them to carry on their vile Enterprize. 
Betty, lefs terrified at the Robbers, than ſhe had 
been at the Impudence of the Fellow in the_ Coach, 
intreated the Men, one of whom had juſt taken 
from her what Money ſhe had in her Pocket, not 
to leave her in the Hands of that wicked Wretch, 
meaning him in the Coach, but rather to kill 
her. X i 2 
This Entreaty had but little Fffect on one of 
the Rogues, and he was juſt going from them, but 
the other, a lively young Fellow, was not Proof 
againſt her Tears; but after a little Conſultation 
with the old Man his Companion, returned and 
aſked. her if ſhe would venture to go with him. 
Some Menaces uttered by the Fellow. in the 
Coach, threatening to revenge on her his Diſap- 
pointment, made her not heſitate a Moment: 
but accepting his Offer, ſhe was ſeated behind the 
: 8 Robber, who ſtripped of his upper 
Coat to make her a Pillion. The old Man chang- 
ed Horſes with the Fellow who had guarded the 
Coach, which, as his was better than his own, he 
inſtantly mounted, and returning with Betty and 
his Companion, preſently loſt Sight of the firſt Set 
of Villians. | | "On 
„„ Betty 
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| Betty Barnes was ſurprized that, after travel- 
ling ſeveral Hours, ſhe ſhould come to no high 
Road, for her own Terror had made her forget 
that theſe Men had as ſtrong Reaſons to wiſh for 
Concealment as her Raviſhers, ſince it was as 
much in her Power to hurt them, as it could be 
to puniſh the others. FO 
he young Man had aſked her many Queſtions 
concerning the three Men in whofe Company he 


| found her; but ſhe knew nothing who they were: 


He then changed the Subject to one that was ſtill 
more hateful; but what that was, will be ſeen 
in the next Chapter. | pe 


CHAP. IV. 


The poor onboppy Girl, 4 of the Reach of buthan 
Help, finds a Deliverer of the canine Kind, who 


defends ber from a two-legged Brute. 


ME old Man, as he was by far the beſt 


1 mounted, was out of Sight, and they were 
on a wide Common. It was row rather Dawn 


than Day-light, when by the boiſterouſnefs of a 
rude Embrace, the young Fellow feemed reſolved 
to take by Force what he aſked for, as a Reward 
for delivering her out of the Hands of a Wretch 


whom ſfie ſo much dreaded. She begged, ſhe ex- 


poſtulated; but her Tears and Entreaties ſerved 
only to add Fuel to his lewd Flame, Juſt as he 
was dragging her off the Horſe, with an Intent to 


* ſatiate his wicked Deſires, ſhe heard a diſtant 


Noife of Dogs, which gave her a Proſpe& of 
Relief. Theſe Hopes inſpired her with new 
Strength ; but the Fellow ſhewed no Manner of 


. Cencern, tho' he heard the Noiſe come very near 


them 
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them. At length all her ProſpeQs of Relief vaniſn- 
ed, by the Appearance of a ſimple Country Boy 
driving ſome Cattle to the next Market-town; for 
the Fellow throwing him Two-pence, eaſily per- 
ſuaded him to walk on, without heeding her Cries, 
He had, while in Sight of the Boy, as it was 
now near Day-light, a little deſiſted from his At- 
tempt, but he ſtill held the poor Girl in his Arms, 
and was. perſuading her to comply, and the Boy 
was no ſooner at a conſiderable Diſtance, than 
proceeding to Fxtremities, ſhe gave a loud Cry, 
which was rather produced by her Deſpair, than 
any Hopes of being heard, when a large Dog, 
which was at that Inſtant running full Speed after 
the Boy, ſtopped ſhort, aud flew at the Raviſher; 
he ſeized him by the Calf of the Leg, and the 
Blood followed the Gripe. The intolerable Pain 
made him leave the terrified Girl, and endeavour 
to diſengage himſelf from this new Enemy, who 
ſtill kept faſt Hold of him. bs 8 
The firſt Uſe the poor Creature made of the little 
Breath ſhe had left, was to encourage her Deliver- 
er in the Combat, which ſhe did with better Succeſs 
than ſhe expected; the Dog ſeemed a perfect Ty- 
ger, and had got the Fellow down, when ſhe left 
them to decide the Victory, and ran as faſt as her 
Feet could carry her along a beaten Path, which ſhe 
now plainly diſcovered; this carried her to a ſmall 
Village, where fhe arrived in leſs than Half an Hour's 
running. Juſt as ſhe reached the Houſes, the gallant 
Dog, which had been ſo ſtaunchly her Friend, came 
limping to her with one of his Legs broke, and in 
ſpeechleſs Eloquence told her his Misfortune. She 
now diſcovered the natural Cauſe of what had ap- 
ptired to her very ſurprizing ; for on her looking 
earneſtly at him, ſhe knew him to be a Dog ſhe 
had brought up from a Puppy, in the Houſe of _ 
0 "ne | go 
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good Lad y, and whom ſhe had often fed with her 
own Hand. | | 


JJ ES 


In which Betty finds Relief, * again the Villain 
mentioned in the preceding Chapter, and ſhews a. 


greater Diſpoſition to Mercy, than to the Obſervance. 
* the Laws of Tigerous * c 


| HOUGH the Incident we have juſt related 

I had nothing in it ſupernatural, yet it was fo 
uncommon, that 5 gave our diſtreſſed Damſel the 
Courage to combat the Evils ſhe muſt neceſſarily 
ſuffer in a ſtrange Place, without a Farthing of 
Money, or any Thing of Value. She told her 
Tale to ſeveral poor Cottagers : But as the Story 
appeared very romaiitick, ſhe met with little Re- 
lief ; for ſhe was too handſome to make the Wo- 
men ber Friend. Poor Tray, indeed, was a faith- 
ful Witneſs that all ſhe ſaid was not falſe; for tho? 
he ſtill followed her, he howled with Pain. 

At laſt ſhe came to a large Farm-houſe, and rea- 
dy to die with Thirſt and Fatigue, begged "Hh: 
Draught of Butter-milk, which ſhe eaſily obtained. 
Here her faithful Deliverer left her, and ſtaggered 
into the Houſe, As ſoon as the People beheld the 
Dog's Hurt, they ran out to ſee if they could diſ- 


cover who was the Author, and Betty acknowledg- 


ed that ſhe was the Cauſe. The honeſt Farmer, 
who owned the Dog, gave Credit to the Account ; 
for ſhe had mentioned her living with the Lady 

Benſon, and he had the Dog from his Wife's Fa- 
ther, who lived in the ſame Village with her La- 
| dyſhip, and was really the old Man who had ſo 
well defended her Honeſty, by laying open to her 


| 8 the e of her Nephew. 
| Betty 
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- Betty was now entertained with great Kindnefs 
by the Farmer, who had lately buried his Wife, 
and was even offered the Place of Houſekeeper, 
which ſhe refuſed, reſolving, if poſſible, to get to 
the next Poſt-town, in order to ſend an Account to 
| Foſepb's Siſter of her Eſcape and preſent Situation; 
and the Farmer no ſooner knew her Reſolution, 
than he ſent a Man and Horſe to carry her 
thithit = RE | | ee 
Her Conductor had only heard of the intended 
Rape; for the Story was too perplexed and long 
to be all repeated. The Common, on which the 
young Robber had ſo terribly frighted her, lay in 
their Way, and as he was perfectly acquainted 
with every Part of it, he carefully enquired in what ' 
Spot the Villain had made his Attempt; for as he 
imagined he would hardly venture into any of the 
neighbouring Villages till Night, he reſolved to 
conduct her thither, that he might have the- Satiſ- 
faction of ſeeing him. As ſoon as they had enter- 
ed the Common, her Guide begged her with 
much Earneſtneſs, to tell him how long ſhe had 
had the Handkerchief ſhe had on her Head: to 
which ſhe anſwered, that the Fellow who had 
wounded the Dog, gave it her to tie on her Cap, 
when he took her on his Horſe, The poor Man 
then deſired to look at it, which he had no ſooner 
done, than he returned it, ſaying with a Sigh, 
* An ungracious Boy, what will become of him? 
As they drew near, the Noiſe of the Horſe's Feet 
made the Villain riſe as ſwiftly as his Wounds 
would let- him, but not Time enough to prevent 
his being ſeen and known by the Travellers, who 
both at once cried out, It is the Rogue?” © It 
is my Boy!” He was almoſt covered with Blood 
the Dog had bit a large Piece of Fleſh out of the 
Leg he had firſt faſtened-on, had hurt one of his 
. Hands, 
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Hands, and torn his Cloaths almoſt to. Tat- 
ters; in this Condition, aſhamed and afraid to 


appear in the Town, he had lain ever ſince 
the Dog left him, imagining that by continuing 


there all Day, he ſhoult eſcape being feen. 
The Terror Betty Barnes was in, prevented her 


taking Notice. of the old Man's Exclamation ; for 


ſhe feared her infirm Guard wauld be inſufficient 
to protect her from the Deſigns of ſo determined a 
Wretch ; but Loſs of Blood and excruciating Pain 
had cooled his vile Deſires, and the Voice of the 


old Man, abandoned as he was, had awakenad his 


Senſe of Shame, He told the trembling Girl, that 
he had ſuffered too much already, to give her any 
farther Cauſe for Fear; and then turning to her 


Condud or, who was bedewing his grifley Beard 


with a Shower of Tears, and who had a Mixture 


of Terror, Anger, and Pity, at once viſible in his 


aged Face, he begged him to intercede with the 


young Woman in his Favour, and to prevail on 


er not to be the Caufe of his Death, ; for he 
ſuppoſed the whole Village was apprized of his 
Crime, and in the Condition he was in, it was 


impoſſible he ſhould make his Eſcape. 


The poor old Man, whoſe Terror was increaſed 


by every Word he ſpoke, intreated her to be mer- 


ciful to the Lad for the Sake of his aged Mother, 
whoſe ].ife was wrapped up in his, and who, he 
Was ſure, would ſoon follow her beloved Son to 
the Grave. The young Fellow himſelf promiſed 
Amendment, and proteſted that this was the firſt 
Robbery he had ever committed. The tender- 


hearted Girl was ſoon brought to promiſe not to 


hurt him, and really ſympathized ia the Grief of 
— Father, who wore all the Marks of honeſt 
rrow. — 8 | | 
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This Point being gained, they begged her to 


ſuffer them to carry her to their own Village, 


which was not above three Miles further than the 
Town they deſigned to go to, tho? it lay another 
Way. This ſhe with ſome Unwillingneſs compli» _ 
ed with, for as ſhe knew not a Step of the Way, 


ſhe conſidered that it was in their Power to leave 
her where they pleaſed. The laſt Requeſt, which 
ſhe alſo granted, was, that the poor tattered Fel- 


low might take his Father's Place on the Horſe, as 
his own had ſtrayed out of Sight, and that the old 


Man ſhould walk, not only to favour his Son's fore 
Leg, but as much as poſſible to hide his Condition 


from the Villagers, who, from ſome unlucky 
Pranks, had already but an ill Opinion of him. In 
this Manner they completed their ſhort Journey, 
and arrived at the old Man's Cottage; but what 
paſſed there, we ſhall reſerve for the Subject of 


the enſuing Chapter, ; 
a 
The Manner in which the Robber wat received by bis 


fond Mother, and ſome Events which piſſed during 
the Time Betty ftaid in the Family. 1 e 


E old Man had no fooner opened his Door, 


a than his Wife ſet up a Cry of Aſtoniſhment 


and Joy at the Sight of her Son, whom ſhe had 


not feen for ſome Months; but when ſhe beheld 


his Condition, ſhe behaved like one frantic; ſhe 


was for calling a Perſon who had the Reputation 
of. ſome Skill to dreſs his Wounds, , The old Gaf- 
fer was forced to put on an Appearance of Autho- 


rity, to put a Stop to the Aſſiduity and Tenderneſs 
. ſhe expreſſed for her Son: To make her quiet, he 


told 


de » bt 
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much Mercy as the Boy had 
not come off ſo cheap; for that if ſo be that every 
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old her it was well it was no ates * for if he 


had his Deſerts, and the youn 1 had not as 
ickedneſs, he would 


one had their Right, he richly deſerved the Gal- 
lows. So, prythee, Woman,” added he, don't 
make ſuch a Bawling ; - but make Haſte and get him 


to Bed out of Sight; for if he ſhould come to any 


Harm, all our Neighbours will blame you : you 


know they will; for I always told you, what your 


cockering him up, and. humouring him f in all his 
Tricks, would come to.” i 
This Speech frighted the good ee into 


Obedience, and ſhe haſtily conveyed her Son to 


Bed, while the Father went to prepare a Plaiſter 
for his Wounds. The Mother, when ſhe came 
from her Son, was almoſt as earneſt in her Expreſ- 
ſions ot Gratitude to Betty Barnes, as ſhe had been 
loud in thoſe of her Fondneis for her Child: ſhe 
called her the Preſerver of her dear Boy's Life, | 
and begged Heaven to reward hen Pity to a Fami- 
ly which had known nothing but Misfortunes; 

and her Huſband leaving her * from Reſtraint, 
by going to ſome of his Neighbours to get Some- 
thing for Supper, ſhe gave her Gueſt a long Ac- 
count of the Hardſhips. ſhe had ſtruggled with; 

told her ſhe had been Servant to the Parſon of the 
Pariſh, and married to a Man who ſhe thought 


was worth Money, but proved to be in Debt, and 
vot only left her without Support, but ruined her 
Brether, who was bound for him, and forced him to 


leave his Habitation, and that ſhe had not ſeen this 


Brother for almoſt twenty Years, till ſome Months 


before, when coming Home, he gave them a great 
many good 'Things, and among the Reſt, the 


very Handkerchief Betty had on when ſhe came in, 


which ſhe knew as ſoon as ſhe ſaw it; for having 
| | burn 
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burnt a Hole in it, ſhe had darned it herſelf, and 


afterwards had given it to her Son, and charged the 


untoward Youth to keep N X 


Betty was too much fatigued to give any great 
Attention to this Tattle, but found herſelf ſtrange- 


ly influenced in the poor Woman's Favour, - with- 


out being able to account for the Cauſe. The 


next Day ſhe found that the old Man was not the 
Woman's firſt Huſband, tho? he was the Youth's 
Father, and had been married to her many Years, 


her firſt Huſband dying ſoon after he left her, 


The old Couple perſuaded her to ſtay and reſt her- 
ſelf the next Day, which ſhe did, and was prevail- 


ed upon to ſend her Letter to her Friend by the old 


Man the Day following, and to wait there for an 


Anſwer, 


While Betty continued here, ſhe: had the Satis- 
faction of ſeeing; that her Good-Nature was not 
thrown away, We have already mentioned, that 
the young Fellow had been away from Home for 


ſeveral Months. His Abſence had been occaſioned 
by a Neighbour's Daughter being with Child by 


him, which had cauſed him to abſcond for Fear 
of Puniſhment. This Girl had been lately brought 


to Bed. The old Woman, who was too apt to 


talk of all ſhe knew, had made Betty acquainted 
with the Afſair, and had brought the Child to her, 


which was followed by a Viſit from the Mother, 


a pretty young Girl under Twenty, 'The Confu- 
ſion of the young Creature on the Sight of a 


Stranger, who ſhe was ſure. was atquainted with 
her Folly, covered her with Bluſhes that great 
took off the Prejudice Betty had conceived againſt 
her, and ditated to her Mind a Project which ſhe 


inſtantly put in Execution, The old Woman had 
always ſeemed uneaſy if ſhe but ſpoke to any one 
who 
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who came into the Houſe, and had often, with an 
Air of Dread, put her in Mind df her Promiſe, 
which ſhe had not the leaſt Intention to revoke ; 
ſhe therefore reſolved to make Uſe of this Fear to 


make the young Fellow do an Act of Juſtice. She 


aſked him the Reaſon of not martying the Girl he 
| had debauched, and found it proceeded more from 
Levity than any Diſlike. She then talked of it at 
a Diſtance to the Mother, who anſwered, © An 
we could but bring him to that, I ſhould have 
Hopes of him, for ſhe is an honeſt induſtrious 
Creature, and I am ſure loves the Knave, tho' he 
has ruined her. An he would but ſettle ente, I 


ſhould think he had fowed all his wild Oats, and 


that would rejoice my old Heart; but it is ſuch a 
Hilding, that I fear he wean't mind any Thing | 
can ſay, An he wou'd, my Brother wou'd make 


n Man of en; for he has it in his Power,” Bey 


now laid open her Deſign to the good Woman, 


without the leaft Reſerve, and having fixed upon 


the Method they thought moſt likely to be attend- 
ed with Sucreſs, reſolved to put it in Exetution, 


The Fellow ſtill kept his Bed, the' he was very 


like to do well; but he dreaded being ſeen by any 
ene, eſpecially by his Miſtreſs or her Father, 
Betty therefore entered the Houſe ſeemingly in 4 
great Heat, and told the Mother in a Key loud 
enough to be heard, that ſhe thought if ſhe con- 
cealed the Villainy of her Son, ſhe ſhould be ac- 
deſſary to his future Crimes; for ſhe had heard ſo 


bad a Character of him, that ſhe deſpaired of his 
ever being better. There's a pretty Girl whom 
he has debauched,” added ſhe, ©* P11 talk to her, 
and if ſhe will forgive him, I think I may,” This 


ſeemed like a dead Warrant to the pobr N 
ö DE one who 
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who had no Notion of the Artifice. The Mother 
begged her nat ta tell her, for to be ſure ſhe would 
take Pleaſure in being revenged on him.“ I hope 
not,” Betty replied, * for I have talked to her al- 
ready, and I really believe ſhe loves him, but if 
he is afraid of her he muſt marry her, and then 
ſhe can't hurt him.“ Here the Mother went out, 
and, in her Abſence, the poor young Creature 
entered with her. Child, who was entirely ignorant 
of the Deſign; but fhe no ſooner appeared, than 
Betty told her very abruptly, that ſhe wondered her 
Parents did not force the Father of her Child to 
make her his Wife. The Girl anſwered, ſhe be- 
lieved her Father would, if he knew where to find 
him: but ſhe was ſure, that would be the Way to 
make her miſerable, and ſhe would rather for ever 
bear the Reproach of her Folly, than be made 
more wretched by his being an ill Huſpand. 8 
then,” Betty. returned, you hate the Fellow. I 
think he deſerves it. Hate him,“ the Girl repli- 
ed with a Sigh, ** No, if I had hated him, it would 
not have been in his Power to have ruined me : 
but I dread nothing ſo much as his hating me. I 
had rather ſee him married to another Woman and 
happy, than have him forced to be my Huſband 
for then we ſhould be both miſerable. ? 

Tho Betty Barnes was perfectly pleaſed with 
the young Woman's Way of thinking, ſhe ſtill 
kept up an Appearance of Wonder. What,” 
lays ſhe, © would you chuſe to go under the Scan- 
dal of having a Child without a Huſband, before 
you would conſent to force the Father to do you 
Juſtice?” “ Ah, if you knew what it was to love as 
1 do,” replied the Girl, you would not wonder 
that I ſhould chuſe any Hardſhip, before being deſ- 
piſed by him I love; or any Scandal, rather than 
the daily Upbraidings of having made him _— 
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ed, for whom I would ſacrifice my Life to "NM 


happy. Here 'a f lood of Tears prevented her 


proceeding. 


The young Fellow had heard her Voice, and 


partly from a Dread of Betty's telling all ſhe knew, 


and partly from ſome Remains of Tenderneſs, got 
out of his Bed to liſten, His Affright had made 
him dreſs himſelf, reſolving to ſlip out of the Houſe 
the firſt Opportunity, if his. Miſtreſs ſhould be 
made acquainted either with the intended Rape or 
Robbery, chuſing rather to truſt to his Heels for 


- Safety, than .the Mercy of an injured Woman : 


but when the Girl had ſhewn no Signs of Reſent- 
ment, but had vented the warmeſt Wiſhes for his 
Happineſs, it rouſed all the Remains of his Huma- 


nity : He could not ſee her, but he could hear by 
the Sound of her V oice, while ſhe endeavoured to 
huſh her Infant, that the Tears choaked her Words. 


Unable longer to bear the ſtrong Senſation of Ten- 


derneſs with which he was now affected, he burſt 
from his Confinement, and taking her and his 


Child in his Arms, mixed his Tears with hers, and 


as ſoon as he could ſpeak, told her, he was reſolv- 


ed to try if he could not make her as happy as ſhe 


- wiſhed him. 


The young Creature was fo ſurprized at his un- 
expected Appearance, that ſhe was very near faint- 
ing; however, as Joy is a Diſtemper that cures 
itſelf, ſhe foon recovered, and Betty Barnet had the 


Pleaſure of ſeeing all about her bleſſed, before ſhe 


had Time to put half her Scheme in Practice. She 
had deſigned to have left the young Fellow under 


the Influence of his Fears for ſome Days, and then 


to have made the young Woman his Advocate; 
but the unaffeQed Tenderneſs of this artleſs Crea- 


ture foreſtalled her Deſign, and produced this ad- 
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\ BRIDE BARNES. 71 
ditional Advantage, that it left her wholly unac- 
quainted with the Heniouſneſs of her Huſband's 
Guilt, which would undoubtedly have ſhocked the 
Peace of a Perſon whoſe Mind was of ſo ſoft a 
Diſpoſition, - - * e e 
ee AP: VE, 

Betty, on ber coming to the Village from whence ſbe 
had been carried away, finds her Friend Joſeph 


dead, and returns to London with his unhappy Sif- 
ter. 8 90 5 1 


* HOUGH Betty Barnes ſincerely ſympathized 


| in the Bliſs ſhe had ſo happily produced, ſhe 

began to feel ſome Pain at the Delay of an Anſwer 
to = Letter. She ſent another, but ſtill received 
no Anſwer. Amazed at the Silence of her Friend, 
ſhe reſolved, after a Suſpence of five Weeks, to 
undertake 'a Journey to the honeſt Farmer's, tho? 
it was near ſeventy Miles, and tho? ſhe had no 
Money, except the Trifle of which ſhe had been 
robbed, and which the new-married Man had re- 


turned. He offered her, indeed, his Share of the 


Money which had been taken from the Villains 
who firſt carried her off; but ſhe abſolutely refu- 
ſed it, and adviſed the young Man to keep it till 
he found out the Owner, ſxving, What or who- 
ever they were, {the had no Right to the Money, 
In this Diſtreſs ſhe ſet out for the Town from which 
her Letters were ſent, and from thence to the Vil- 
lage in which Joſeph had lived; but: inſtead of 
Meeting with the Welcome and Countenance of 
her Friend, the found that the good Man had 
breathed his laſt, and that dying ſuddenly, he had 
not Time to make a Will, tho? the W | 
: | ; to 
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told her he had attempted it. After his Deceaſe there 
was found one of an old Date, which entitled his 
Servant to the Remains of his Leaſe, and appoint- 
ed him his ſole Executor. In this Will he had 
left Betty Barnes two hundred Pounds, tho?, by 
the Date, it appeared to have been made not long 
after ſhe left the Lady Benſen's. At the Time of 
his Death, his Executor was not to be found, 
but he ſoon put in his Claim, and was actually in 
Poſſeſſion of the Farm, from which he had drove 
the Siſter of his late Maſter, to whom, as well as 

to Betiy, he had now the moſt inveterate Spite. 
Here he had received Betty's Letters; but in order 
to torment her, had concealed them from her 
Friend to whom they were directed, and who was 
ſtill in the Village, where ſne had behaved well 
enough to find many who heartily pitied her, tho? 
they could do but little to relieve her Wants. She 
had indeed the diſtant Hope of being able to make 
the Wretch relinquiſh his Claim, as ſhe had an 
undoubted Right to the Poſſeſſions of her Brother; 
for he had not excluded her according to Law; 
and it was-evident, that at the Time of his making 
his Will, he did not believe ſhe was alive : but 
Right alone is a weak Pretence on which to com- 
mence a Law-Suit, except the Claimants have 
Gold enough to unhoodwink the Eyes of Jaſtice, 
or what is to be contended for is fo conſiderable, as 
to tempt the Avarice of the Rich to help them ; 
but neither was the Cafe here : Betty Barnes indeed 
offered to divide her Legacy with her, when it 
ſhould come to her Poſſeſſion; but this was no 
preſent Relief, for the Man who enjoyed what ſhe 
thought her Right, would by no Means be 


” brought to pay the Money till he ſhould be legal- 


ly. forced to it, which could not be done for ſome 
Months: however, their good-natured 1 
7 CV . bdoure, 
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bours, who loved them both, did what they could 
to aſſiſt them, and they ſet out once more for Lon- 
don, and arrived there, without meeting on the 
: Road with any Event worth recerding, 


CHAP. VIIL 


The Sifuation in wh Betty finds ber Gar in 
London; ſbe borrows Money on ber Legacy, and 
rene: to go no more to Service. Pa 


ETTY, on ge . in Town, went to 55 
her Friend Mrs. Robinſon, who told her that 
Mr. Marſhall had been with her, and in the utmoſt 
Conſternation and Grief, gave her almoſt the ſame 
Account that ſhe herſelf did, of being carried 
away, as far. as her Meeting "with the Highway- 
men, only adding, that the Blow came from a 
Hand which he durſt not call to an Account, tho? 
if ever he was ſo happy as to ſee this dear Girl again, 
he would be himſelf her ProteQor, in Spite of all 
the Hazard: he might run, with Reſpe& to his 
future Fortune, and that he was reſolved to own 
his Love, and-vindicate her Innocence from all the 
9 that Malice or Avarice had thrown on 
This Declaration, like a reviving Cordial, 
8 her drooping Spirits, which had almoſt 
ſunk under her Fatigue and Embarraſſments. 
When ſhe had eaſed her Heart, by an Enquiry in- 
to its deareſt Intereſts, ſne was at Leiſure to think 


of her Friend, and begged Mrs. Robinſon to put her 


in a Way of getting her Money, that ſhe might 
have it in her Power to aſſiſt her. On this the 
good Lady told her with a Smile, that ſhe ſup- 
7975 as ſoon as her Lover knew ſhe was in 
Vor. II. „„ * : RES Town, 
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went to the Houſe of the friendly Grocer, who 
told her in a laughing Way, that ſhe had [loft a 
good Fortune ſince he had ſeen, for think Mr. Han- 
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C2 Town, ſhe would find a much more powerful Aſ. 


ſiſtant in him; but that ſhe would do her all the 
Service in her Power, and actually lent her Cafh 


to ſupply their preſent Wants. 


When ſhe had been ſome Days in Fas: ſhe 


Went to ſee Miſs Stevens now Mrs. Glanville, who 


informed her that her Huſband bad found out who 
was her Lover ſoon after ſhe went away, and had 


aſked her about it in ſo preſſing a Manner, that 
ſhe was obliged, as her Endeavours to conceal the 


Affair had ſeemed to give him Pain, to own that 
he was right in his Conje&ure, and that ſince 


their Marriage he had confeſſed, he was a little jea- 
> lous. She informed her alfo, that the two Gen- 


tlemen were now great Friends; ; but that an un- 
accountable Melancholy had ſeized Mr. Marſhall, 


who had left London without acquainting any one 
where he was going. 


This News, tho? it was a firong Teſtimony of 


his Love, gave his Miſtreſs, who was not behind 
Hand with him in Tenderneſs, much Uneaſineſs; 


for. as ſhe thought it almoſt impoſſible for him to 
procure any Account of her Safety, ſhe did not 


know how long he might continue his fruitleſs 
Bearch. Beſides, the Dread ſhe was under left 
his precipitate Flight ſhould take from him the 


Affection of his Mother, who ſhe knew was in- 


finitely dear to him, encreaſed her Vneaſineſs ; 
for tho' ſhe would have been well contented to 
have ſpent her Life with him in any Circumſtan- 


ces, ſhe could not bear the Thought of depriving 


him of the Bleſſing, and Love of his Frien 


While her Mind was in this Uncertainty, - ſhe 


mond, 
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mond, the Perſon who had ſo charitably paid Part 
of the Money to get her into the Hoſpital, had al- 
ways talked of leaving her what he had, as he did 
not believe there was ſuch another honeſt Girl in 
the World; but that he had ſince been in the 
Country, and had been reconciled to his Relations, 
whom he had not ſeen ſince he was a young Man. 
This made very little Impreſſion on Betty Barnes, 
and it paſſed without Notice as common Chat; 
for the had no Thought that he meant more than 
2 Jeſt; ſhe was already under great Obligations 
to the honeſt Sailor, who had relieved her in her 
greateſt Extremity; he had refuſed to take again 
the two Guineas he had lent her to furniſh her in 
a Manner fit for Service, always deferring the 
Payment till ſhe ſhould be married to her Gentle- 
man; at the ſame Time intimating with an heneſt 
Sincerity, that if he ſtaid till then, he ſhould ne- 
never be repaid. This Sort of Anſwer made Betty 
Barnes deſiſt from offering it him, as it gave her 
Pain, that any one ſhould ſo much as ſuſpect Mr. 
MarſbalPs Sincerity ; this had alſo made her re- 
miſs in going to ſee her Benefactors, tho? ſhe (till 
retained a grateful Senſe of her Obligations to 
then. 5 „ 
The delightful News ſhe had received from her- 
Friend Mrs. Robinſon, that her Lover had reſolved, 
when they ſhould meet, to make her his, kept up 
her Spirits during this cruel Suſpence, which laſt- 
ed fix Weeks. Confident of his performing his 
Promiſe, ſhe reſolved to go no more to Service, 
and expended Part of the Money Mrs. Robinſon had 
advanced on her Legacy, in order to make an Ap- 
-Pearance more ſuitable to the SituationJof one who 
was ſoon to be united to Mr. Marſball. Mrs, 
| — = Robinſon 
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Robinſon really loved her, ſhe now made her her 


Companion, treated her as her Friend, and intro- 
duced her into Company, and with an eaſy Fami- 
liarity, gave her ſuch Leſſons, as, ſhe thought, 
might be of Uſe to her in her future Life. Thus 
encouraged, ſhe began to loſe her natural Timidi- 
ty, and an aukward Baſhfulneſs which had in ſome 
Meaſure eclipſed her Merit, or at leaſt made it 
leſs conſpicuous amongſt the Generality of thoſe 


with whom ſhe converſed ; but to procure thoſe 
trivial Advantages, ſhe did not forget the higher 


Delights which ariſe from doing Good; the un- 


happy Siſter of her late Friend ſhared her Purſe, 


ſhe gave her all the Conſolation in her Power, and 
promiſed, if Heaven was propitious to her Wiſhes, 
in reſtoring. to her her much valued Lover, to 
make her Intereſt her peculiar Care. 


CHAP; IX 


. Contains an important Diſcovery. 


115 


B. ſoon after the Reteipt of the Caſh, 


which, when ſhe had paid Mrs. Robinſon, 
amounted to near a hundred and fifty Pounds, 
went perhaps with ſome of the Vanity of a young 
Heart, at her making a gentee] Appearance, to ſee 
her Benefactors, the Grocer and his Friend: but 
as her Dreſs, tho? not rich, was a good Deal differ- 
ent from what they thought could ſuit the Circum- 
ſtances of ſo young a Servant, they received her 
very coldly: The Man, who had been ſo much 
her Friend, had a Mixture of Uneaſineſs with his 
Reſerve that kept him ſilent; but the Shopkeeper 
who felt no more Concern for her than he 
| | „„ . or 
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This ſhe did while ſhe 
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for any other who he imagined had ſacri ficed her 
Virtue to her Vanity, told her with a harſh Inci- 


vility, that he was always glad to ſee her till now ; 


but ſhe was ſo dreſſed, that if any one that ſaw 


her ſhould aſk him what Lady he had got with 
him, he ſhould be quite at a Loſs what to anſwer. 
„Why,“ replied Betty, a little confounded, tho? 


ſhe hardly knew the. Drift of this odd Speech, I 


| ſhall never be aſhathed of your ſaying, that I am 
_ an. unhappy Girl, whom your Generoſity has re- 


lieved.” © But,” returned he, I ſhould be aſha- 


med, I aſſure you, for no Body can think that 
ſwinging Hoop and fly-flap Cap can be fit for a 
Servant. In my Mind, you was much handſomer 


in the plain Coif and ſtuff Gown you came firſt to 


Lendon in, tho? you were neither ruffed nor ruf- 
e TVT 1 50 
Betiy, who now gueſſed at what he aimed, had 
her Face and Neck covered with a: deep Bluſh, 


and was going to reply with ſome Heat ; but a 


Recollection of her Obligations ſtopt her Tongue, 
and ſhe only ſaid, © Indeed, Sir, your Suſpicions 


wrong me; for tho? I am not new a Servant, 
what you call my Finery is no Proof of my 
Shame, fince I owe it to the Kindneſs of a deceaſ- 


ed Friend,”* © Ah, Betty, Betty,” anſwered. the 


Grocer, * I rather think it is to the Unkindneſs 
of a living Enemy, and, I am afraid, you will 
one Time or other be of my Mind.“ 


Betty, extremely neitled that ſhe: had ſo litile 


Credit with her old Friend, burſt out a crying, 


and in the Flutter of Reſentment, hurried out her 
Purſe, reſolving to repay the Money ſhe had: bor- 


rowed, that ſhe might have no future Occaſion to 


return to a Place, where ſhe was ſo ill thought of. 
was drying her Eyes 
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with her Handkerchief, and at the ſame Time 
unknown to herſelf dropt a Parcel which ſhe had 
worn ſome Years in the Boſom of her Stays, and 
had pulled out that Day, in order to put it in the 
ne ones ſhe had on. In its Fall the upper Paper 
came unpined, and diſcovered to the Perſon who 
picked it up, which happened to be the Grocer's 
Friend, Part of a Letter which. was well known 
to him. Betty, on her turning to give him the 
Caſh, ſaw her important Pacquet in his trembling 
Hand, and twitched it from him with ſuch Eager- 
neſs, that Part of the Letter remained behind. 
On his fixing his Eyes on the Piece, which till 
remained in his Hand, without minding Betty 
Barnes, who intreated him to give it her, he ſigh- 
ed out, My dear Betty, how unaccountably 
am I put in Mind of thee '' then caſting his Eyes 
on Betty Barnes, he aſked, where ſhe had that Pa- 
per. The Hurry and Confufion with which he 
ſpoke,. gave her much Emotion; however, fne 
told him, that ſhe had had it ſome Years, and again 
begged him to give it her, while he, on his Side, 
entreated her tò ſhew him the Remainder, which 
ſhe held in her Hand. In this ſhe gratified him ; 
but his Tremor and Aſtoniſhment ſeemed greatly 
to encreaſe, on her unwrapping the other 'Teſtimo- 
nies of her Birth, the Lock of Hair, and Bit of 
Silver which were contained in another Part of the 
Letter; for it had been much torn by the rough 
Captain in the Orchard, The honeſt Man, now 
in a perfect Tranſport, begged her to tell how 
fhe came by theſe Things, and for what Reaſon 
ſhe kept them with fo much ſeeming Care. Bei- 
ty, not far behind him in Wonder and Emotion, 
replied, becauſe ſhe had fome diſtant Hope py 
; ; 8 | | e 
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ſhe might one Time or other find out her Father, 
and that ſhe had no better Way to make herſelf 


known to him. © Your Father P* he anſwered, 


what can this do to diſcover your Father? 
Or how can it concern him? I entreat you, my 
dear Girl, to eaſe my Suſpence, and tell me, 


what is your Father's Name.” Indeed, Sir, 1 
don't know,“ returned ſhe, burſting again into 


Tears, © 1 only know that I am very unhappy in 
his Loſs ; for if I was bleſfed with his Care, I 
ſhould not be ſo much expoſed to cruel Cenſure 
and Suſpicion ; which, I am ſure, I don't de- 
ſerve.” A Sob prevented her proceeding, while 
the compaſſionate Sailor had his rough and wea- 

ther-beaten Countenance ſoftened by Tears of 


Pity. She again recovered herſelf, and on his en- 


quiring, if ſhe knew any Thing of her Mother, 
_ confeſſed her Ignorance : © I was,” ſays ſhe, look- 
ed upon, and thought myſelf a Baſtard, till I was 
almoſt thirteen: Years old, when the worthy Man, 
who has left me the Money which has brought 
on me your ill Opinion, gave me theſe Things, 
and informed me, that 


that I was born in an Out-houſe belonging to his 
Maſter ; that his cruel Miſtreſs put an End to her 
Life, by ordering her to be removed, and that be- 
fore ſhe died, ſhe told this Man's Wife that her 
Huſband was at Sea, being forced to leave her, be- 
cauſe he was bound for another's Debt“? 
| Betty had ſcarce Time to finiſh this Relation be 

fore the eager Arms of a tond Father graſped her 
Neck, crying in a Fone of the utmoſt Tenderneſs, 
Tou are, you are my Child! My long loſt 


4 Child! 


| ny Mother was a poor 
Woman, who had been forced from the Place 
where ſhe lived when big with Child, and. 
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Child | 'Oh, if you are really honeſt, I ſhall be too 
too happy.” 

The extatic Delight of being incircled 1 in a Fa- 
ther's Embraces, rendered her unable for ſome 
Time to return an Anſwer to this Tenderneſs, 
and they both enjoyed a ſpeechleſs Rapture 100 
great for Words: When the Swell of Joy, which 
at this Inſtant might be called the Pang of Bliſs, 
would give her Leave, ſhe anſwered his Tender- 
| neſs with the ſtrongeſt Expreſſions of filial Duty, 
and affectionate Reverence. She intreated him to 
have a better Opinion both of her and her Lover, 
than to let any Doubts cloud their preſent Joy, 
and, in ſhort, gave ſo ſtrong a Deſcription of her 
| Abhorrence to Vice, that the Grocer himſelf, 
0 had been preſent at this affecting Scene, be-. 
ginning to think he had been too raſh, ſincerely 
| aſked her Pardon, and heartily wiſhed her Joy of 
her preſent Happineſs, The Exultation of her 
Heart was now too great for her to retain the un- 
eaſy Senſations of Anger, ſhe forgave his Suſpici- 
on, thanked him for his Expreſſions of Friendſhip, 
and told him,” that ſhe had double Obligations to 
him, as the Friend of her Father as well as her 

own. | 
As ſoon as · they were calm enough to talk of the 
little Affairs of Life, her Father told her, that his 
Circumſtances would afford her all decent Neceſ- 
ſaries, but no Superfluity; for he lived on the In- 
tereſt of his Money, which was rather under. two 
* thouſand Pounds, and out of that he allowed ſome 
Help to a Siſter that had an infirm Huſband, who 
was unable to keep her. On her aſking him 
where her Aunt lived, that ſhe might go and ſee 
her, he gave her new Cauſe for \ onder, by na- 


ming the very Village where ſhe had waited for a 
15 LOOT 
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Letter from her Friend, and calling the Woman 


who had ſo kindly entertained her his Siſter. . He 


then told her, that he had that Week ſent 50l. 


to his Nephew, their Son, who was juſt married 


to a Girl whoſe Father had ſcraped together about 


the ſame Sum. The Preſence of the Grocer pre- 
vented her mentioning to her Father the Villanies 
of which this young Fellow had been guilty, and 
Generofity afterwards, when ſhe had Time for 
Conſideration, made her reſolve never to do it, 
teſt it ſhould take from him the Favour of his Uncle, 


I have mentioned before, that this honeſt Sailor 
boarded with his Friend the Grocer ;- but as he 


had now Occaſion for more Room than his preſent 
Landlord could well. fpare, it was determined, 
that Mr. Hammond fhould: look out for more com- 
modious Lodgings; but as this required Time, 
his Daughter was permitted. to return. to her. 
Friend. | 25 e - ty ep RE 


A. X. 


Betty meets with new Subjects of Diſcontent from 
ber Father, ber Friends, and her Enemies, 


AM 


HIS Change in her Circumſtances was far 


from making any in her Heart towards her 
old Friends; Jaſepb's Siſter ſtill ſhared her Confi- 
dence and her Caſh, and ſhe gave her thirty 

Pounds, leſt the Authority and Care - of her Father 
ſnould take it out of her Hands: But on her telling 
this worthy Man in what Relation this Woman 


ſtood to her BenefaRor, ſhe found that ſhe had no 


Occaſion for this Precaut ion; for he was full as 


ready to aſſiſt her as ſhe. was to aſk it, and ac- 


tually ſerved her with ſo much Induſtry, ' that her 
Affairs were ſoon in a good Situation, 


x 
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In the mean Time our Fair One, whom we 
ſhall no longer call Betty Barnes, as ſhe had an un- 
doubted: Right to the Name of her Father, was 
in a Condition to be pitied, her careful Parent, 
who, perhaps, had not quite loſt his Suſpicion of her 
having had an unwarrantable Engagement with 
the fme Gentleman whom his Landlord had de- 
ſcribed to him, was continually teizing her to accept 
of the Addreſſes of a Perſon who had been his 
Ship-mate, and had, tho' but a middle aged Man, 
made the ſame Advantages as he had done; but 
this was not all: He inveighed ſo bitterly againſt 
private Intrigues, that ſhe feared ſhe ſhould have 
no great Reaſon to congratulate herſelf on her 
having found a Father, who, notwithſtanding ſhe 
had a warm Senſe of filial Affection, was leſs dear 
to her than her engaging Lover. On her urging 
to her Father her long Engagement to Mr. Mar- 
41; for he had inſiſted on knowing who he was, 


me had the Pain of hearing him ſay, that he 
mould never confent to her keeping him Compa- 
ny againft the Conſent of his Friends; and that 


vhs had much rather ſee her married to her Equal, 
than have have her looked on as a Diſgrace to the 
Family of her Huſband : And that for his Part, 
me ſhould think it no Honour to have a Son-in- 
Hw that would be aſhamed of his Alliance. It was 

to no Purpoſe for her to plead the known Tender- 
neſs of her Lover, the good Man — propoſed to 
himſelf in his declining Years much Happineſs, in 
the calm Enjoyments of domeſtic Life, and this 


| Vnion, he thought, would deſtroy all his Schemes; 


he knew nothing of the great World, and by be- 
ing always kept at a Diſtance from genteel Life, 
he had conceived I know not what of Awe, that 

. rendered 
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rendered the Company of the Gay and Grand diſ- 


agreeable to him, On the contrary, his Daugh- 
ter, by the Freedom and Eaſe with which ſhe had 


been uſed in Infancy and Childhood, by her dear 


Inſtructor, Mrs. Evans, had imbibed a Way of 
Thinking, that made the leaſt Ruſticity painful : 
She, indeed, now made a Sacrifice of her Inclina- 
tion to her Duty, and kept no Company but ſuch 
as. her. Father: approved ; but in the momentous- 
Affair of Love, ſhe thought the Happineſs of her 
whole- Life at Stake, and ſhe both wiſhed and 
dreaded the Return of her Lover. 


While her. Mind was in this State of Embarraſſ- 


ment ſhe received a Letter from Mrs. Glanville, 
which informed her of Mr. Marſball's being at his 
Grand- father's Country Houſe, almoſt dead with 


Fatigue and Perplexity, and that he had had a ſe- 
vere Quarrel with the old Gentleman, the Occa- 
ſion of which was kept a Seeret: That Mrs. Mar- 
ball, his Mother, detained him by a violent Fit of 
Illneſs, which had been occaſioned by her Vexati- 
on at his Abſence, and his Diſagreement with her 
Father. In ſhort that the whole Family was in 
Confuſion, and all ſeemed abſolutely bent-to break. 
off the Engagements which they fancied he was 
under. She likewiſe informed her, that ſhe in- 


tended, if ſhe approved of it, to ſend Mr. Glanville, 


who was in the Country with his Couſin, an Ac- 
count of her having found her Father, which 


might, in fome Meaſure, take off the prodigious 


Diſlike which both the old Gentleman and his ” 


Daughter ſhewed to the Match; for the Lover 


had been too much enraged to conceal his Deſigns, 


he openly avowed his Paſſion, and all that their 


united Efforts could bring him to, was to promiſe ,' 


that 


Lg 
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that he would ſiay in the Country tin bis Mother 
was able to return to Town. | 
Betty did not fail to ſend an  intinediate Anſwer 
to this Piece of Intelligence, in which ſhe deſired 
the Lady not to take any Notice of her Change of 
Circumſtances; for that ſhe was much afraid, 
that Heaven did not approve their Union, fince 
her Father ſeemed as much inclined to reje& the 
generous Offers of Mr. Marſball, on Account of 
his Supericrity, as the Relations of her Lover 
were to deſpiſe her for her Poverty; and let her 
ſuffer what ſhe would, ſhe was reſolved not to be 
out-done in filial Reſpe et and Duty; her Father 


e ſaid, tho? far inferior in Circumſtances to the 
FAY Relations of Mr. Marſball, had certainly as good 


a Right to her Obedience, as his Mother, and he 
was himſelf too ſenſible of what he owed to the 
Content of a Parent, to blame her refuſing her 
Hand, till ſhe was authorized to give it, by bim 
who had a Right to command it. 
Ik! heſe Sentiments, which were really racher the 
Dictates of her Head than her Heart, made Mrs. 
Glanville, who vas of a warm and impetuous Diſ- 
Poſition, conclude, that ſhe was very little influ- 
_ enced by a Paſſion which had made ſuch wild In- 
toads into her Peace, and that it could be no un- 
_wuſ. ful Office, to endeavour to break off an Attach- 
ment which filled a Family related to her Huſ- 
band, with Confuſſion and Uneaſineſs, and which 
ſeemed to promiſe nothing but Perplexity and Vex- 
ation, To forward this Deſign, ſhe ſent Betty's 
- Letter encloſed in her own to her Huſband, adviſ- 
ing him to ſhew it to his Friend, and to perſuade 
him to forget a Girl who was too luke-warm to 
deſerve her Tenderneſs. © Mr. Glanville complied. 
with this W but his _— _ PRmn 


* 
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by the frequent Oppoſitions he had met witb, was 


far from giving him a patient Hearing, and, in 
the Violence of his. Temper, was imprudent 
enough to glance at the Propoſal Mr. Glanville had 


formerly made her, and inſinuated, that poſſibly 


the Embers of his own Love were reviving. 


This unjuſt Suſpicion greatly exaſperated Mr. 


Glanville, who, in the Heat of Reſentment; let fall 


_ Expreſſions, which betrayed to ſome of the Fa- 


mily, whom the high Words which hed paſſed 


had induced to liſten, that the Miſtreſs Mr. Mar- 
ſball was ſo fend of, as for her Sake to contra- 
dict the Will of his Friends, had formerly been 


Mr. Glanville*'s Servant. : | 
This Piece of Information was too important to 
be long concealed, eſpecially as there was in the 


Family a Lady who would probably be a conſider- 


able Gainer by the young Gentleman's being diſ- 
inherited, and who had this farther Reaſon to ſti- 

mulate her Revenge, that he had over-looked her 
Charms of which the | 


larmed at her Son's Infatuation, as ſhe called it; 


for tho' ſhe was in the Country with a Friend 


while Betty lived with her Couſin, Mr. Glanville's 
firſt Wife, yet that Lady had, on her Return to 
Town, acquainted her with a Circumſtance which 


ſhe thought would entitle her to the ſoft Relief of 


Pity, from a Heart ſo compaſſionate as Mr. Mar- 
ſball's: She exaggerated the ſmalleſt Appearances, 
and poſitively pronounced her Huſband guilty of 


Infidelity to her Bed; but this prudetit Lady, 


whatever were her private Thoughts, endeavour- 
ed to perſuade the jealous Wife to have a better 


Opinion of a Man with whom ſhe was deſtined to 


paſs her Life, and adviſed her to conceal her Suſpi- 
cions from the World, ſince all ſhe could hope 
| ; 8 Or, 


hd 


he herſelf had no mean Opinion. 
Mrs. Marſball, ſeemed now more than ever 
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for, would be a uſeleſs Compaſſion from the Few, 
while the Many would probably maker her Mis- 


fortune a Subject on which to diſplay their fancied 
Wit and Raillery, | - -.- © 5 

But the Caſe of her Son was widely different, 
the fatal Knot might yet be prevented, and a Num- 


ber of concurring Circumſtances had united to per- 
ſuade this fond Mother, that in following the Bent 


of his own Will, he would entail on himſelf laſt- 


ing Diſhonour, Nay, ſo ſtrongly was ſhe prepoſ- 
ſefted againſt the Match, that ſhe accuſed her Son 
with having willfully deceived her, and of being 
mean enough to wed a Woman, who, to his 
Knowledge, had forfeited her Honour, This Re- 


proach was almoſt too much for his Tenderneſs, 
and reſpeQful Affection; he for a few Moments 


forgot that he was a Son, and anſwered with a 
Bitterneſs, which a Minute's Reflection made him 
repent : And tho? ſtung to the uttermoſt, the Tears 
of this beloved Parent checked the Rapidity of his 
Reſentment ; he promiſed never to do any Thing 


that could juſtly be ſaid to diſhonour her or bim- 


ſelf ;. but at the ſame Time inſiſted, that his mar- 


_ who had every Qualification that 

could render the female Sex amiable, except a 
large Fortune, was no real Diſgrace, Ah.! my 
Son,” replied the Lady, © young Men are often 
led by their Paſſions into great Miſtakes, in Re- 
pu to thoſe they love. A partial Affection hides 

aults, and creates Beauties; you will ſee with 
other Eyes, when Marriage makes the Graces of 


the Perſon you now ſo much admire, loſe their 


ſtriking Glare, by becoming more familiar to your 
Sight. Believe me, the high wrought the Yor 


which you may now fancy would attend the Foſ- 


ſeſſion 


„ 


of her Father, he was more at Eaſe. 
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ſeſſion of her you love, will be put a poor Amends 
for the Loſs of Wealth and Honour. With great 
Difficulty I have kept my Father from altering his 
Will, and I fear this Diſcovery will make him 
more outrageous; You know he has more than 
common Reaſon to be afraid of an ill-concerted 
Union, and has himſelf felt the Miſery of being ill 
matched. IfI can gain no more, let me, at leaſt, 

revail on you to be calm, and give Way to the 
Peeviſhneſs and Infirmities of Age; and I here give 
you my Word, if you can convince my Reaſon 
that. this Girl is virtuous, her Want of Fortune 
ſhall be no Obſtacle to my Conſent : But I deſpair 
of 1 my Father to this Way of thinking. 

He had deſigned you for your Couſin, and, I am 
ſure, is ! morti fied at the Diſappointment: It 
ought, therefore, to be your Care to ſoften his 
Temper as much as poſſible, and not, by an ill- 
timed Oppoſition, rouſe his Fury. According to 
the Courſe of Nature, he will not be much longer 
in the World. If your Miſtreſs deſerves you, you 
can have no Fear of her Conſtancy, and tho? 
Wealth is by no Means the Whole that conſtitutes 
Happineſs, yet it is certainly a very good Ingredi-- 
ent.” As this Diſcourſe was calculated both to 
convince his Judgment, and flatter his Paſſion with 
Hopes, its Effect was not loſt, and as} he him- 
ſelf believed, that the Affection of his lovely Girl 
was too deeply rooted to be eraſed by the Caprice 


— 


In this laſt Belief he was perfectly right; for 

| ſhe had only aſſumed an Appearance of Reſignati- 
on and Obedience, which all her Efforts could not 

make her come up to. On her returning to Reſt, 

after ſhe had ſent to Mrs. Glanville the — 
Ef dl To” w 
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Which had been the Cauſe of this new Diſturbance, 
her tortured Imagination repreſented her Condud 


as ungrateful and cruel: Every tender Aceent, 
evey generous Offer of her Lover, when ſhe was 


in indigent Circumſtances, aroſe in her Mind to 
reproach her, and ſhe determined to pay a Viſit to 


-Mrs. Glanville, to eraſe, if poſſible, any ill Impreſ- 
ſion ſhe might have conceived againſt her: But 


What was ber Diſappointment, when that Lady 


told her, in a cold ſhy-Way that ſhe had ſent her 


| Letter to her Huſband, in order to let Mr. Mar 


ſhall ſee the great Regard ſhe had for him. Bet 
was ſtunned and confounded, and by her Dejection 


and Tears convinced Mrs. Glanville, that if her 


Defign took Effect, it muſt inevitably make her 


miſerable : This T hought rouſed all her Compaſ- 
| ſion, and ſoon changed the Coolneſs of her Beha- 
VFaueour, to one more friendly. She even promiſed 


her, that if her own precipitate Conduct was the 
Cauſe of any Breach, ſhe would, when Mr. Mar- 


ſball came to Town, endeavour, "all in her Power, 
to reconcile them; but theſe generous Deſigns 


were ſoon changed for others ef a very different 


Nature, by a Letter Mrs. Glanville received from 
her Spouſe, which, as it was wrote in the Height 
of his Anger, expreſſed the warmeſt Reſentment 
_ againſt his Kinſman, and inadvertently mentioned 


-his cauſeleſs Jealouſy. This was what he ought, for 


his own Sake, to have concealed; but who are wiſe 


when they are angry ; his Lady took the Alarm, and 
every Recollection increaſed her Uneaſineſs ; ſhe re- 
-membered with how much Warmth Betty had Feng 
_ ed for Mr. Glanville before her Marriage, and, 


bowe ver prepoſterous the Concluſion, fancied this 


Was a Proof of her Affection to his Perſon. Vet 


he. had the e to conceal her Pain ; ; but 


the 
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che innocent Cauſe of it was to be ſacrificed to her 


unjuſt Reſentment. 

As this was the only Place where Betty could 
have any News of her Lover, ſhe in'a few Days 
went to pay Mrs. Planville a Viſit; but that La- 


dy had ordered herſelf to be denied: On her go- 


ing again, ſhe received the ſame Anſwer; and on 


her aſking if Mr. Glanville was come out of the 
Country, was told, that he was, and was then 
in the Houſe. She deſired to ſpeak with him, 
when the Servant told her, he was with his . 


and ſhe had better call another Time. 
This odd Reception, where ſhe had always 


been received with an open Friendſhip, both ſur- 
prized and afflicted her; but as ſhe — no Notion 
of the Reaſon, and thought that the Servant might 
be thus forward in his Advice, from his own im- 
pertinence, ſhe inſiſted on ſeeing his Maſter imme 
diately; but he flatly told her, that his Miſtreſs 


had given him Orders to carry no Meſſage from 
her to him; however,, if ſhe pleaſed, he would 
privately acquaint him with her calling, and tell 


him any Meſſage the pleaſed to leave. = 
. Vexed at being treated ſo unworthily by one 
whom ſhe really loved, ſhe went out'of the Houſe 


in a violent Paſſion, and without. giving herſelf 


Time to cool, ran to Mrs. Rebinſon,. where ſhe - 
vented her Rage i in Tears. 


It was ſome Time before ſhe could aki this 
Gentlewoman believe that her Couſin acted from 
a Motive of Jealouſy ; but as ſoon as ſhe was con- 


vinced that this muſt be the Caſe, ſhe comforted - 


the afflited Girl, who began to be in Dread, leſt 
ſhe ſhould loſe her Friendſhip, by aſſuring her, 


that ſhe would go directly to her a>: and clear 


Mrs. | 


vp the whole Affair. 
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Mrs. Glanville could hardly be brought to be- 
lieve, that one in the Situation Betty was in at the 
Time when her Huſband made her the Propoſal 
of Marriage, would have refuſed. him for another, 
of whom ſhe could have but yery diſtant Hopes, 
and yet could be at any Time cool enough to re- 
ſolve to give up thoſe Hopes to the Duty ſhe ow- 
ed a Father, whom ſhe had hardly known long 
enough to love, Theſe Sentiments, her warm 
and precipitate Temper taught her to think in- 
_ conſiſtent, as they were. fo directly oppoſite to 
what ſhe herſelf would have felt in a like Circum - 
ſtance ; and from a Principle of Self-love, which 


-” 

| | | | 

is common enough, attributed that to Diſſimulati- 6 

on, which was the Effect of a Way of thinking, 

that raiſed the Character of this almoſt friendleſs b 

young Woman greatly above her- own, tho? ſur- | 
rounded with the Advantages of Eaſe god Aﬀu- ” 
ence: However, as this Lady's only. Fault was an ] 
yngyarded Heat, unattended with the black Male- ' 
volence that ſometimes. ſticks to Minds which ( 
ſeem: of a more moderate and equal Caſt, there 5 
needed only to make her ſenſible that her Suſpici- li 
ons had wronged the Perſons who had raiſed them, v 
and ſhe was as : ſſiduous to make them Reparation, r. 
as ſhe had been violent in her Reſentment for the b 
| ſuppoſed Injury. Of this Diſpoſition, Betty, who C 
for the future we ſhall call Miſs Hammond, as th 

about this Time ſhe was called by the Name of el 

her Father, felt the moſt happy Effects. Mrs- ag 

| Robinſon had conquered all her Kingſwoman's Scru- th 

| Ples, and had brought her to conſent to an Inter- of 

view with Miſs Hammend at her Houſe; but a an 

| Letter ſhe received from Mr. Marſball kept her W. 

from keeping this Appointment. m 


CHAP. 
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3 CHAP. XI. 


A Love Quarre] made up, and an Interview which 
will give Pleaſure to a good-natured Reader. 


HE -+etter mentioned in the foregoing 
Chapter was given into Betty's Hand as 
| ſhe was coming from Church, and fhe was juſt go- 
ing to return it, when ſhe caſt her Eyes on the Su- 
; perſcription, and immediately knew the Hand, It 
was directed to her by her late acquired Name; 
but contained not one Gratulation on her Change 
of Circumſtances: The Lover ſeemed in no. Hu- 
mour for Compliment; for, inſtead of the dear 
Betſy, which had, in his former Letters, charmed 
her Eyes and her Heart, the Madam at the Top 
| alarmed her Fears for the Contents; nor were thoſe 
Fears without Foundation. He blamed her for 
making Uſe of his Example, as an Excule for her 
Coldneſs; he told her, that ſhe might remember. 
he had mentioned his being under uncommoij Ob- 
ligations to his Mother, and that he only behaved. 
with Duty and Affection, in Return for her unpa- 
ralleled Tenderneſs. and Care for his Happineſs 
but ſhould always ſcorn a ſlaviſh Submiſſion to the 
Caprice of any one, let his Obligations be what 
they would, and he feared, ſhould never have Art 
enough to make a Merit, as ſhe did, of acting 
agreeably to her own Inclinations. He confeſſed 
ſhe had made him unhappy ; but as the DiQates 
of the Heart were not always in our own Power, 
and were often affected by a Change in the out- 
ward Circumſtances, he would trouble her with no 
more Reproaches. This Letter, ſo unlike all ſhe 
had received, gave her inexpreſſible T r 
| | | | ne 
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She found very little Relief, even from her Tears 
The Afternoon of this Day ſhe had appointed to 
ſee Mrs. Glanville, in Hopes of learning Something 
of her dear Lover; but this cool tho? bitter Re- 


ſentment of a Flight of Heroiſm, which her 


Heart would never have let her have aQed, made 
her unfit for Company; befides, the Pride ſo na- 
tural to her Sex, made her reſolve to try at leaſt, 
to hide her Concern from all who might inform 
him of her Behaviour; but ſhe had no Need of 


| Reſolutions againſt going, for by the Time de- 


ſigned for her Viſit, ſhe was in no Condition to 
go any where. In the Afternoon ſhe went again 
to Church ; but as her Eyes were red with weep- 
ing, ſhe did not chuſe to fit in her uſual Place; 
but went up into the Gallery, where ſhe beheld 
the Man who had given her the Letter in the 
Morning, ſtanding on the Stairs that commanded 


a View of the whole Church, He had on a Horſe- 
man's Coat, with the Cape muffled up over his 


Chin, and when he gave her the Letter, wore 
his Hat flapped over a black Wig, that ſufficiently 
diſguiſed him; and, as her Father was juſt before 
her, he only ſpoke to her in a Whiſper; but now 
his Reverence for a Place of Worſhip obliged him 
to be without his Hat, ſhe had no ſooner given him 


2 Look, than ſhe knew him to be her offended 


Lover. . | 


„„This unexpected Meeting threw her into 2 Tre. 


mor, which ſhe could but il] conceal, tho? ſhe en- 
deavoured it; ſhe hurried to a Seat, but before 
ſhe reached it, fell ſenſeleſs on the Boards. The 


Hurry and Confuſion, that ſuch an Accident cauſes 


in a publick Place, directed all Eyes to the Spot 
where ſhe was; ſhe was ſoon known, and was 
conveyed Home to her Father's before ſhe came to 
_ herſelf, her Lover aſſiſting her till ſhe was got into a 

| | | | Coach, 
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Coach, and.carrying her up Stairs in his Arms, when 


ſhe came out of it. Her Father was at this Time 


from Home, and Mr. Marſball having ſent for 
a Surgeon, was obliged to leave her to the Care 


of her own Sex; but by a never-failing Argument, 


perſuaded the Maid to give him Notice as ſoon as 
her Miſtreſs recovered her Senſes  - | 


She remained ſo long without Motion, that all 
about her were greatly alarmed for her Life, and 
the Patience of the Lover was ſo much loſt in his 
Anxiety, that he had been twice from a neighbour- 
ing Tavern, where he was ſtationed, to aſk after 
her. At length, ſhe gave Signs of returning Life, 
but was ſome I ime before ſhe was well enough to 
talk. As ſoon as the People of the Houſe, for they 
-were in Lodgings, had left her, the Maid ſtept.to 
the. Gentleman, to let him know ſhe was reco- 


vering: but that ſhe expected her Maſter Homie 
every Moment. Mr. Marſball reſolved, if poſſible, 


to ſee her, and therefore deſired the Girl to intro- 


duce him as the Perfon who had aſſiſted in bring- 


ing her Home; but ſhe objeQed to this, as her 
Miſtreſs was in Bed ; however, ſhe promiſed to 


try what ſhe could do for him. On her Return, 
the found Fo/epb's Siſter with Miſs Hammond; for 


ſhe had been let in while ſhe had been talking to 


Mr. Marſball. The Maid now thought it impoſ- 
ſihle to do any Thing that would entitle her to a 
ſecond Taſte of the Gentleman's Bounty; when 


Mrs. Katherine, who being free in the Family, was 


coming into the Kitchen for Something for her 
Friend, caught Mr. Marſhall in the Entry talking 
with the Maid: Notwithſtanding his D 

knew him, and immediately ſpoke to him, and he 
thinking he had now got a better Advocate, left 
the Girl, and earneſtly begged her to perſuade 


reſs ſhe 


Miſs Hammond to ſee him; but as he thought the 


Servant 
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Servant might be an Enemy if not made a Friend, 
he took Care to give her a retaining Fee. NY 
The Farmer's Siſter, who knew nothing of 
there being any Quarrel betwixt them, was aſto- 
niſhed that he ſhould need an Interceſſor; but, 
however, undertook the Commiſſion, and on her 
23 going to her Friend, aſked Leave to bring in a 
_ "Gentleman who withed to ſee her, and who, hav- 
ing taken a great deal of Pains in bringing her 
Home, had a Right to her Thanks. This, Mrs. 
Katherme thought, would conceal from the Maid 
who he was, if it was thought neceſſary to keep 
his Viſit a Secret; but it had this further Effect, 
which was not deſigned; for as the Miſtreſs thought 
| her Friend meant no more than ſhe ſpoke, ſhe 
| readily admitted him into the Room, when per- 
haps had ſhe been certain who he was, female 
Pride and female Reſentment would have made 
her run counter to her own Wiſhes, and keep up 
an Appearance of Anger, when her Heart had no 
Proſpect of Happineſs or Peace, but in an unre- 
'ferved Reconcilement. On his approaching the 
Bed, ſhe, in a plaintive Voice, ſaid to her Friend, 
„What, you too try to make me unhappy! Why 
am I impoſed on? I underſtood you, that I was 
to return Thanks to the Perſon who brought me 
-Home, and not to this Gentleman, who made me L 
need his Aſſiſtance.” This Reproach Mr, Mar- ö 
. all anſwered in Terms which ſufficiently ſhewed 
| how little he deſerved it: He told her, that fo far 
from deſigning her any Injury, if his Life and For- 
tune would contribate to her Happineſs, they were 
"both at her Service, and then ſnatching one of her 
Hande with « Tranſport, that perhaps pleaſed, as 
much as it ſtartled, his ſick Miſtreſs, preſſed ws 
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certed, aſſumed an Air that exactly ſuited his pre- 


had ſeen him at her Brother's in the Country, and 
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his Lips, crying out, © You muſt, nay, you ſhall, 


forgive me; ſince nothing but Exceſs of Love is 


my Crime. I cannot bear, that even a Father 


ſhould have a greater Share in your Heart than 
myſelf, You know I love you; that I have long 
loved you; then how could you think I could bear 
your fo coolly reſolving to give me up to the De- 
mands of Duty, at that Time too when J had re- 
ſolved to ſacrifice every intereſt to my Love?” 
Miſs Hammond, in Spite of all her Efforts, was 
incapable of longer diſſembling Indifference or An- 


ger, and had dropt on his Hand, which ſtill held 
 her's, ſome Tears of Reconcilement, when the 


Maid ran haſtily into the Room, to let them know 


her Maſter was coming up. This made the Lover 
withdraw his Hand, and retire to a farther Diſ- 


CHAP. XI. 


Mr. Marſhall furprized in his Miftreſss Apartment 


by her Father, to whom he has the good Fortune 
| To appear agreeable. 1 1 | 
FN Mr. Hammond's entering the Room, the 
young Gentleman, without ſeeming diſcon- 


ſent Appearance, and in a blunt Manner told him, 
that he was ſo concerned for the young Woman his 


Daughter, that he could not help coming to afk 
how ſhe did. Mrs. Katherine informed Mr. Ham- 


nnd, that his Daughter was taken ill at Church, 
and was, by the Care of the Gentleman, brought 
Home, that when ſhe came ſhe knew him, for the 
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as Miſs Hammond was now better, ſhe brought him 
in to receive her Thanks. All this, tho? ſtrictly true, 
was, in Regard to the old Man, a Deception ; 
however his Daughter never opened her Lips to join 
in the. Deceit, tho” ſhe was pleaſed at hearing 
her Father thank her Lover for the Service he had 
done her, and expreſs the Senſe he had of this Obli- 
ligation with a Warmth that ſhewed the Strength 


| 

of his Affection, and in a Manner that diſcovered 

no Diſlike to the Freedom he had taken, in 

coming to his Houſe. Mr. Marſball ſtill retained l 

the Air of a mere Country- Gentleman, and ac- N 

cepted, with a plain Freedom, of the good I 

Man's Invitation to partake of a Bottle with him ( 

below. Stairs. { 
When they were gone down, h's Daughter © 
| complained to her Friend, that ſhe feared her ſ 
Father would be offended; when he ſhould know ſt 

who he was, and, to the Surprize of Katherine, te 

proteſted, that ſhe would not deceive him, tho R 

the might, by that Means, have the Liberty of ti 
Mr. Marſball's Company. As this was u- St 

ny which Mrs. Katherine did not expect, [i 
the was vexed that ſhe had ſaid any Thing a- Sc 
bout him, and the more, as Mr. Hammond had lie 

laid her under ſome Obligations; but Betty af- ha 


ſured her, that ſhe ſhould not loſe his Friend- no 
ſhip on her Accouut; for ſhe was reſolved to 


venture his * and to own the Cauſe of her the 
Illenſs. ho 
Mr. Marſball, in the Courſe of his Converſation Ia 
with the Father of his Miſtreſs, mentioned, as if an) 
by Accident, the Beaut 0 of his Daughter; when 5 
dhe * Man, from a full — launched out in we 
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her Praiſe, and with an Air of Confidence, ſaid, 
that he believed he was as happy in his Girl, as 
any Parent ; but he could wiſh, that he had Rea- 
ſon to think her happy too ; for he could ſee plain 
enough, tho” ſhe ſtrove to hide it, that her 
Thoughts ran after a young Gentleman who, ſhe 
fancied, loved her, and tho? ſhe had ſeveral good 


Offers, ſhe reſolved to die a Maid if ſhe could not 


have him. On Mr MarſbalPs enquiring the Rea- 
ſon of his Diſlike to himſelf, he ſaid, for his Part, 
he did not know how to behave * among great 
Folks, -and if his Girl married above herſelf, ſhe 
would be loſt to him; for he could neither cringe 
nor creep. And why, Sir,“ ſays the young 
Gentleman with a Smile, © do you think you 
ſhould be obliged to do either? can you ima- 
gine your Daughter's Huſband could expect any 
ſuch Submiſſion, tho' he were a Duke? I am 
ſure, if I was happy enough to be ſo nearly rela- 
ted to you, I ſhould think I owed you the ſame 
Reſpect I did my own Father.” © Ay, ay, re- 


turned Mr. Hammond ; but this is a fine Town 


Spark, I'm informed, tho' I never ſaw him; and, 
I ſuppoſe, would think it a Diſgrace to be called 
Son by ſuch a plain old Man as Iam ; but I be- 


| lieve there is now no -Danger of that, ſince if he 


had any Thoughts of the Girl, he would before 
now have found ſome Means of ſeeing her.” 
“Perhaps it was not in his Power,” anſwered 


the pleaſed Lover: Fiddle faddle,” replied the 


honeſt old Man, I was young myſelf once, and 
Iam ſure it would not have been in the Power of 
any Body, to have kept me from the Girl I loved.“ 
And yet,“ returned Mr. Marſball, if you 
were to find him with your Daughter, you would 
Vor. II. 3 be 
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be highly diſpleaſed. Not with him ; he 
owes me no Obedience,” replied Mr. Hammond, 
* tho” I ſhould with my Daughter: Yet, I be- 


lieve, I ſhould forgive her too.” „Then,“ an- 


ſwered Mr. Marſball with much Emotion, dear 


Sir, behold him here. I can carry on the Deceit 
no longer; forgive me, if I ſay your Daughter's 
Happineſs is as dear to me, as it can be to you: 
She has long been the Delight of, 23 and, if 


ou would give me Leave, I will ſhow my Ten- 


_  derneſs to her, by my Regard to you. This Letter 


will convince you, at what Rate ſhe prizes your 
n i e Fic.: 5 

On this, he held to him the Letter his Daugh- 
ter had wrote to Mrs. Glanville, which his Couſin 


his 
jJudiced in Favour of the young Gentleman, was 


nettled at the Thought of being made a Dupe, 


and returned the Letter without looking at it ; 
ſaying, that he did not doubt but that was a Con- 
trivance as well as the reſt: For ſince the young 
Huſſey could ſham Sickneſs ſo well, ſhe would 
make no Scruple of writing any Thing to make a 
Fool of her Father. Mr. Marſball, as he well 


might proteſted her Innocence of any Deſign of de- 


ceiving him, and ſaid, that he much dreaded her 
Anger for the harmleſs Stratagem he had made 


Uſe of to remove any bad Impreſſion he might 


have conceived againſt him; “ And who told you 
I had any Diflike ?” replied the blunt old Man, 
you could not have known that, if the young 

Gipſey had not told you of it. Anfwer me that: 
vou know who has need of a good Memory.” 
The young Gentleman bridled his 8 


had 1 him, in Compliance with the Advice of 
ife. The old Man, tho' a good Deal pre- 
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which, in Spite of all his Tenderneſs, began 
to riſe at his being m a Manner given the Lie, 
and again preſented him the Letter which his 
Daughter had ſent to Mrs. Glanville, entreating 
him to look over it, and fatisfy himſelf, that his 
dear Daughter was without Blame. Mr. Ham- 
mond was now prevailed on to read it ; the ſtrong 
Senſe it expreſſed of filial ' Duty, greatly res 


ed the Heart of this ſenſible old Man, who 


alſo received very favourable Impreſſions of the 
Merit of the young Gentleman, who now. ſtood - 


watching his Looks with an anxious Concern, 


that ſpoke the Exceſs of his Tenderneſs | bet- 
ter than all the Rodomontade of Paſſion. 

This did not - eſcape the obſervation. of the 
moody old Gentleman ; but as it grew late, 
he ſuffered Mr. Marſball to take Leave, with- 
out letting him know any more of his Sentiments, 
than what he could conjecture from his Looks, 
which had loſt a little of the Severity he had 
aſſumed on the Lover's diſcovering himſelf; 
indeed when he waited on him to the Door he 


told him, in a Tone that had a Mixture of the 


affable and angry, that he ſhould be at Home 


the next Day, and was at his Service to be 


made a further Fool on, if he thought it worth 
his while to my him his en . 


"PR CHAP. 
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„ a 
Miſs Hammond, by _ above Diſſimulation, gains 


the Confidence of ber Father, who indulges ber in 
_ the Libcrty of ſeeing Mr. Marſhall. = 


TXT HATEVER Mr. Hammond thought of 
| Mr, Marſhall's Behaviour, he was no 
ſooner gone, than he went into his Daughter's 
Chamber, determining within himſelf to diſcoun- 
tenance or favour her Wiſhes, according as ſhe de- 
ſerved his Indulgence, by the Candour or Diſinge- 
nuity of her own Proceeding. He began by aſk- 
ing after her Health, as her Anxiety at what 
would be the Conſequence of this. Interview, had 
given a Diſorder to her Features, which was as 
viſible as if occaſioned by bodily Pain. On her 
telling him, ſhe was till low and faint, he repli- 
ed with a Smile, he hoped ſhe would be better the 
next Day, © 1 think,” continued he, its 4 
good clever Man that was ſo kind to take Care 
of you Home. I tell you, for all you ſeem to have 
ſuch a Diſlike to us Covntry Folks, we are as 
 good-natured at the Bottom as the fine bred London- 
ers, tho' we don't make ſuch a Rout about it.” 
Miſs Hammond, in Spite of her Uneaſineſs, could 
not forbear a Smile at the Deception ſhe thought 
her Father was under; but having reſolved how 
to ac before he came up, ſhe told him that he was 
miſtaken if he took that Gentleman for one. 
bred in the Country. © I cannot bear, Sir,“ con- 
tinued ſhe, *©* to ſee you impoſed on, for tho 
run the Hazard of your Anger in letting you know 
his Name, yet I think myſelf obliged to tell you, 
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it is Marſhall, the very Perſon you have ſo often 
talked of with Diſlike ; but let me beg you to be- 
lieve, however Appearances may be againſt me, 


he was brought here without my Conſent.” 
Mr. Hammond, as much as poſſible, concealed 
the Satisfaction that his Daughter's Candour gave 


him, and replied, in a Tone half ſevere, © Yes to 
be ſure, without your Knowledge; but fince you are 
ſo good at plotting, I ſhall rid myſelf of you as 


faſt as 1 can. I expect a Gentleman here To- 
morrow, that I like, as well as you do him, who, 
I find, wanted to impoſe on your Father, ſo I ex- 


pect you to ſee him, and to like him too; or you 


and I ſhall quarrel, I can aſſure you. If you 
would have me credit what you ſay to me, you 
muſt at leaſt let me ſee that you try to oblige me: 


and if on Trial,“ added he, in a milder Voice, on | 


ſeeing. the Tears ſtarting from her Eyes, you 
find it impoſſible for you to be happy with him, I 
ſhan't force you: So don't be frighted.”* He then 


bid her a good Night, and left her, as did alſo 


Mrs. Katberine. | 


- As ſoon as Miſs Hammond was alone, fhe revolv- 


ed in her Mind the Tranſactions of the preceding 


Day, and tho? ſhe felt ſome little Uneaſineſs at 


the Proofs ſhe had given of what now appeared a 


too great Senſibility to her Lover, yet the Recol- 
lection of the Sacrifice ſhe had made to her Fa- 


ther was attended with no Regret; ſhe even en- 


tertained ſome ſlight Hopes that ſhe ſhould be able 


to bring him to approve of her Love: But when 
this new Lover recurred to her Mind, ſhe had a 


good Deal of Dread, leſt her Father ſhould call 


her refuſing his Addreſſes Obſtinacy; for ſhe was 


well affured, it was impoſſible ſhe ſhould like him, 
tho* he poſſeſſed every Charm that could render 


F 3 him 


* . 1 = 
- -— p 0 — I - ap. * ” — * * - ” an — —_— 2 ab”. 4 Wat Ro. V 
- 7 J .: > 4 _—_— RT; Suh, o "7 * 2 - : 2 2 — 
3 1 TOES”, RE 1 23 ccc r EW Sp BE > : 2 . 
© ae Wk % "4. <7 * * "Es A FR 3 KL” x" lo ta. — - 
4 £ * 2 — ö » bt * 3 - — = — 
2 1 — 4 wn — — * — — - — — —— _— — . Oo — 2 — B 
* 8 : Pea] . — OO ” p — — $25 22 — WS. 


2 1 


oe Ws oa "Ro >< . 


" 2 1 
8 "+ * 7 
. — 


_ a»; 
5Y 
—— 
- : 


* 
fi 
A 
32 
* 
1 
pe 
Fe 
1 ** 
1 
1 
fr 
* * 
N 
bh 
2 
* 
— 


i '1 


- IS. 
” 


that he flattered himſelt it was only to encreaſe 
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him agreeable. She even, on this Occaſion, had 
not enough of the Coquette to wiſh to appear ami- 


able. So on her riſing, dreſſed herſelf in only a 


clean Diſhabille, in which ſhe continued all Day, 


tho* reminded by her Father, with a Kind of 
ſpiteful Smile, that ſhe had certainly forgot it was 


Part of the Character of a fine Lady to wiſh to 
pleaſe, tho' they often reſolved never to be pleaſed, 


She anſwered in a Tone that ſhewed her Uneaſi- 
neſs at this Raillery, that it was not out of Diſre- 
ſpeC either to him or his Friend, that ſhe did not 
dreſs; but that ſhe was net entirely free from the 


Diſorder ſhe had been in the Day before, and ſhe 


ſhould be much obliged to him, if he would diſpenſe 


with her ſeeing the Gentleman till ſhe was better, 


* No, no,” returned the old Men with a poſitive | 
Air; © no ſuch Matter; you were well enough 


| Yeſterday to have a Man in your Bed-chamber, 


fo ſure you may, to oblige your Father, ſtay 


in a Parlour To-day, without offending your 
a ? 


Juſt as Mr. Hammond was ſpeaking, 2 Ser- 
vant brought Word, that a Gentleman wanted 
to ſpeak with him; he with Precipitation, as 


if to ſee an old Friend, left the Room; but re- 


turned immediately, introducing to the Aſtoniſfn- 
ment and Delight of his Daughter, Mr. Marſball, 


to whom he ſaid as he entered, in a Voice 


perfectly affable, Whatever good Opinion 
you young Men are apt to entertain of your- 


ſelves, I aſſure you, I had much ado to make 
the Chit ſee you.” The Lover, not leſs pleaſed 
than his Miſtreſs, àt finding the old Gentleman 


in ſo good a Temper, replied with Vivacity, 


the 
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the Bleſſing, by making him owe it to his Com- 
mands, that ſhe ſeemed to refuſe, © Nay, like 

enough,“ returned Mr. Hammond, for I am but 
an ill Diſſembler, fo I don't know, but the Huſ- 
ſey ſuſpected who was a coming, tho? ſhe made 
ſuch a Rout about it.” On this his Daughter 
anſwered, with a Look and Accent that ſufficiently 
ſhewed, how much ſhe was elevated with the pre- 
ſent Alteration of his Humour, that ſhe had not the 
leaſt Notion. who was to be their Gueſt, nor could 
now imagine to whom the owed the Change of 
his Sentiments from what they were laſt Night; 
« for I can't think, Sir,“ ſhe continued, with 
the moſt inſinuating Air, that you command- 

ed me. not to. ſee this Gentleman, only becauſe 
you had a Right to my Obedience, and yet you 
brought him yourſelf,” The old Man we 


haſtily, 80, ſo, this is very pretty, becauſe L 
once indulge you in your Humour, I find you will 


work it up into a Reaſon, why you ſhould always 
have it, True Woman | now I ſuppoſe you want 
| ſadly to know, what makes me act ſo whimfi- 
cally; but once for all, J have my Reaſons, which 
you ſhan't yet kno v. I am obliged to go out, 
and if this Gentleman likes his Company, perhaps 
I ſhaw't be ſorry to find him here at my Return.” 
On this, Mr. Hammond left them without any fur- 
ther Ceremony, W 


— 
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CHAP, XIV. | 


den tbe Reading of hich ſome will probably infer, 
that Betty bad more Pride than Prudence, and 
more Obſtinacy, than either Love or good Nature. 


HE Satisfaction felt by Miſs Hammend, at 
1 having her Father's Sanction to her being 
in the Company of her much valued Lover, can- 
not be conceived by any Mind that wants her ten- 
der Senſe of Duty, or that is incapable of the ex- 
tatic Sweets of a chaſte Affection: Her Delight 
ſprang to her Eyes, and gliſtened thro' an unwill- 
ing Tear, which the charmed Mr. Marſball kiſſed 
off in a Rapture, that made him a little forget the 
Diſtance at which ſhe had always kept him. She 
chid him for the Ruffle he had given her, in Terms 
that ſhewed as much Affection as Anger, tho ſhe 
| ſpoke in a Manner that convinced him, ſhe meant 
to deter him from a Repetition of his Fault, which, 
I believe, is often far from being the Deſign of 
many of thoſe Ladies, who would be thought to 
reckon a ſtolen Kiſs among the deadly Sins, 
To make her preſent Bliſs more compleat, the 
tranſported I. over told her, that his Mother, 
touched with Compaſſion for his Uneaſineſs, had 
promiſed no longer to oppoſe his Happineſs, than 
till ſhe was convinced that his Affection was not 
placed on an unworthy Object. look on this 
my Dear,“ he continued, as a full Grant of all 


I wiſh for: I have ſuch an Opinion of my Mo- 


ther's Judgment, that, I am ſure, ſhe need only 
dee and converſe with my dear Girl, to have every 
Doubt raiſed to her Prejudice entirely —_— 

| 5 
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To this Miſs Betty anſwered with a Smile, that 
his good Opinion was far from being indiffer- 
ent to her ; but that ſhe. feared he much over-ra- 
ted her Value;  ** beſides,” ſhe added in a ſerious 


Voice, can you think I could be content to be 


made a Sight of ? if Nothing but my going to 
your Mother can remove her unjuſt Suſpicion, I 
believe I muſt for ever labour under the Misfortune 
of her Diſlike : For tho', Sir, I am far inferior to 
you in Point of Fortune, I can't think that a Rea- 
ſon for my doing any one Act that would be ridi- 
culous in your Equal, ſince every Meanneſs I was 
guilty of, would ſtill enhance the Difference. 
Mr. Marſball ſeemed for a Moment diſconcert- 
ed; but on a little RecolleQion, was rather plea- 
ſed than offended, at the quick Senſe ſhe diſco- 
vered of the Propriety of Action; he told her, 
that it was far from his Deſign to have her ſubje& 
to any Mortifteations, on Account of the acciden- 
tat Difference of Circumſtances, and that the 
greateſt Advantage he hoped to receive from Rich- 
es, was, that he ſhould have it in his Power to 
make her happy; but, my Dear,“ he continu- 
ed, with the moſt tender Air, let me entreat 
you for my Sake not to carry your Scruples too 
far; you have no inexorable Tyrant to deal with; 
but a'Lady who knows how to make Allowance 
for the Diffidence of modeſt Merit, I flattered ' 
myſelf that I ſhould meet with no Obſtacles on 
your Part, though I dreaded your Father. You. 
know I have been degraded to a Footman, a Diſ- 
guiſe that has not been without its Mortifications; 
then let me not have the Pain of thinking, that my 
Betſy is behind Hand with me in Affection: That 
will indeed make us unequal in a Point of Conſe- 
98 i; | quence; 
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quence ; every Thing elſe is a mere Nothing.” 


In vain did he try every Argument he could urge, 
in Defence of her paying his Mother a Viſit ; af- 
ter all he could ſay, he found himſelf ſtill unable 
to conquer her ReluQance to the Propoſal, and as 


ſhe appeared a little chagrined at his ſo ſtrenuouſſy 
inſiſting on it, he dropped it for that Time. 


CHAP. KV... 


- 4a avhich Mr. Marſhall till continues ſpeaking. 


4 HE Converſation then turned on her being 


ſo unaccountably carried away, when Mr. 
Marſball gave her a Relation of-what he knew of 


the Affair. Soon after I ſent you tbe Letter,” 
ſaid he, © in which I wiſhed you to come to 
Town, I received one myſelf, which as it was 


marked as coming from the neareſt Poſt-town to 


the Village where J left you, I opened it with the 
greateſt Eagerneſs, in Hopes of hearing of the 


Welfare of my dear Girl, though I plainly ſaw 


that the Superſcription was wrote by another 
Hand. But, oh Heavens! what was my Terror 
and -Aftoniſhment, when I read the Contents 


It was wrote by a Fellow whom I had diſcharged 
juſt before I came out of the Country for talking 


of you in. a diſreſpeQful Manner. He informed 
.me, that my Grand-father, inſtigated by the Ser- 
vant of the Farmer with whom you lived, had 


tempted him by the Promiſe of a preſent Reward 
and future Favour, to join in an Attempt to carry 
you. to Liverpool, and force you on board a,Veſlel 
which lay there, the Maſter of which was under 
great Obligations to the old Gentleman. This 


Scheme was carried on by the Fellow whom your 
| e | : Friend 
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Friend. the Farmer had turned out of Doors, the 
Captain or Maſter of the Sloop and himſelf, who, 
he ſaid, was drunk with Rage, as well as Liquor, 
when he conſented to the vile Propoſal ; but-that 

the Sight of ſome Highwaymen, who gave his 
Companions terrible Apprehenſions, delivered him 
from the moſt dreadful Diſtreſſes, as they hinder- 
ed him from executing a Deſign which might 
have rendered me for ever unhappy ; for my 
Grand-father had ſtipulated with the Seaman, that 
he ſhould marry the young Woman as: ſoon as 
they arrived at the Place to which they were 
bound; but that they had been cautious enough 
not to let him know where that was: That the 
Captain had told the Countryman, who was maſk- 
ed, and never ſpoke in his Hearing, that he 
fancied he ſhould be unable to perſuade the Girl to 
_ conſent to be his Wife, except he frightened her 
into it by threatening to 'debauch her. In 
Conſequence of this Reſolution. he treated you 
rudely, and if my Fellow, (as he tells me, 
but with how much Truth, you know beft) 
had not threatened to leave them, he would have 
carried his ſhocking Brutality farther, then mere 
Menaces, He then gives me an Account of your 
chuſing to go with the Robbers, and one of them 
carrying you away behind him. I have given 
you, my Dear,” continued Mr. Marſhall, -** the 
Contents of the Letter, but no Words can deſ- 
cribe the Horror, the Rage, the Diſtreſs it gave 
me. I believe had I had the vile Writer in my 
Reach, I ſhould have made no Scruple of ſacrifi- 

Fing bien to my Vengeance but a little Reflection 
made me conſider him as a Tool beneath my No- 
tice. My Mother, who was at this Time at 
Home, Was alarmed at the Alteration ſhe beheld 
in my Features, and in the tendereſt Manner, en- 
| „ treated 
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low brought me the delightful News of your be- 
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þ treated me to let her know what was. the Matter. 


I gave her the Letter I had juſt received, at which 


ſhe ſhewed as much Diſlike as Aſtoniſhment; but 


at the ſame "ime begged me for her Sake, if 1 
could not be prevailed on for my own, not to 
quarrel with her Father. This with Difficulty 
ſhe brought me to promiſe, on Condition ſhe 
would permit me to go in Queſt of 1 fet 

out the next Morning on my hopeleſs Porf, rſuit, and 

arrived at the Houſe of the honeſt Farmer the 
Day after he died. I Was then on the Point of 
betraying what I knew of the Fellow, who I found 


| was to be his Heir; but a Conſideration that my 
_ Crand-father muſt be involved in the ſame Trou- 
ble, ſtopped my Tongue. In the Tumult of my 
Thoughts I forgot to. enquire after the Circum-. 


ſtances of your Friend's Siſter. Diſpirited and fati- 


: 2 E returned to my Grand- father's, without 
being able to gain the leaſt Intelligence. I was in- 


deed convinced of the Folly of ſuch I! xpeQations, | 


s ſoon as I came to the free Uſe of my Reaſon, 


which was in a Manner ſtupified with Rage and 


"Grief, I there had a ſevere Fit of Illneſs, which 


confined me fix Weeks to my Room: when my 


Grand- father's Aſſiduity and Care, during this In- 


terval, convinced me, that his unjuſtifiable Con- 
duct proceeded ſrom a miſtaken Zeal for my Hap- 


pineſs. As ſo n as I was well enough to give Or- 


ders to'a young Fellow, who, tho? my Grand- 


father's Servant, I believed to be faithful to my 


Intereſt, I ſent him to the Village where I had left 


the Farmer's afflidted Siſter, to enquire if ſhe had 
yet heard of you, and carry her a trifling Preſent, 
which I reproached myſelf for being ſo careleſs as 


to neglect giving her before: and this honeſt Fel- 
"WS 
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ing arrived in perfect Health at the Village: 


and that both you and your late Friend's Siſter 
had ſet out from thence two Days before his 
Arrival there. 


_ © Inſpired by my Tenderneſs, I was haſtily 
preparing, for my Journey to London, which, I 
now believed, held what my fond Heart eſteemed 


moſt dear, when my Mother, who I forgot to tell 
you, came down to me on the firſt Notice ſhe re- 


_ ceived of my Iilneſs and Danger, hindered my 


Journey, by her being ſuddenly taken fick. As I 
was ſure that fhe owed her llineſs to the Anxiety 
and Fatigue ſhe had ſuffered on my Account, Gra- 
titude and Duty obliged me to comply with her 


' Entreaties, and to ſtay till ſhe was better, and the 


Letter you wrote to Mrs. Glanville, confirmed me 
in this Reſalution. I now confeſs, my Dear, 1 
put on a Coldneſs in my Letter to you, that my 
Heart was quite a Stranger to, in Hopes of diſco- 
vering your real Sentiments, which I ſtill flattered 
myſelf were in my Favour, | 5 


* On my Return Home, after I had ſeen you, X 


received a Note from my Couſin Glanville, which 
in the kindeſt Manner, and without the leaſt Re- 


mains of Reſentment, ave me a preſſing Invita- 
bo, I went dire Aly, and 


tion to come to his Hou 
to my inex preſſible SatisfaQion there learnt, that 
my charming Maid had repented of her Cruelty, 
and ſhewed too many Signs of her Tenderneſs and 
Eſteem, to deſerye my Reproaches, My Couſin 
alſo told me, that his Spouſe expected to ſee —_ 

that. Evening at the Houſe of a Relation. My 
Heart fluttered at the Thought of making one of 


the Party, which I refolved to do, tho? I am wt 5 


much known 'to your F riend Mrs, Robinſon. - 
13.3 | J —— 
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order that the Hours I was to paſs. before I could 
go with my Couſin might ſeem leſs tireſome, I 


went to the Church which I had ſeen you come 


_ from in the Morning, where I thought I might 
poſſibly ſee you without being taken Notice of 
myſelf. You bruſhed by me on the Stairs, and 
your Confuſion and Bluſhes filled me with a Tran- 


ſport which the Solemnity of the Place alone could 


have made me conceal ; but how was I terrified 
on ſeeing you the Moment after pale and inſen- 
fible ! 1 9 at my own Folly and Raſhneſs, I 
neither feared your Father, nor thought of my 
Dreſs, but hurried to ſupport you. What after- 
wards happened you know ; but I am 8 uite at a 
Loſs to gueſs to what I owe the happy Change of 
your Father's Temper, and from what Reaſon he 


permits my preſent Happineſs, I had repreſented 


him to myſelf, as a Man rough and boiſterous as 
the Element he has been uſed to ; but. am agreea- 
bly ſurprized to find he has a Soul capable of the 


hy moſt tender Senſations : for while he launched out 


in the juſt Praiſes of his charming Daughter, his 
Mind ſhone in his Countenance, and almoſt ſmo- 
| thered the Furrows of Time: I could have called 
him my Father, and felt at that Moment too much 
Affection to the good old Map. 4 to be able to diſ— 
ſemple. 1 
This Relation, interrupted as it was by the moſt 
| delightful, tho' chaſte, Endearments | took them 
up great Part of the Time the old Gentleman was 
abſent ; for tho', to avoid the diſa Wes Repe- 
tition of he ſaid, and He returned, I have made the 
young Gentleman the. only Speaker, as I, have 
. ſometimes done in the former Part oe this Story, 
. I. e not have my Readers believe ſo brenn 
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an Ingrobadlc, as that a ſprightly .Female 


could be content to be a mere Liſtener. for more 
than an Hour. Indeed, in Juſtice to the repent- 
ing Fellow who had drove the Coach in which ſhe 


had been carried away, ſhe was obliged to confirm 
his own Report, of his endeavouring to ſave her 
from the. worſt of Misfortunes, by obliging the 
Villain who rode with her, to deſiſt from his Bru- 
tality, under the Penalty of his betraying: the 


| whole Contrivance: For ſhe was by no Means one 


of thoſe nice Ladies, who, perhaps, to ſpare them- 


ſelves the Confuſion of a Bluſh, would have choſe 


to let this juſtly- offended Maſter have a worſe 
Opinion of his Servant than he really deſerved. 
Nay, ſhe even condeſcended to plead. for him, on 
Mr. MarſbalPs telling her that he heard he was 
reduced to the utmoſt Wretchedneſs, as he had 
been out of Place for Want of a Character, and 
had moſt of the Money he had received for Wa- 
ges on his Diſcharge, taken from him by the 
Highwaymen. She obſerved, that it was not in 
the leaſt probable he ſhould meet with a Temp- 
tation of the little Kind: in another Place ; that 


it would give her great Uneaſineſs, but to think 


of a Fellow-creature being in Want and Miſery 


on her Account, and that ſhe thought the poor | 


Wretch deſerved ſome Compaſſion, if not Re- 
ward, for his Intelligence. If theſe are your 


Sentiments,” returned the delighted Lover, plea- 
ſed that the Soul of his Miſtreſs was ſo nearly 
allied to his own, you will approve of what 1 


have done for 0 for tho' I could not, till 1 


was convinced of the Sincerity of his Repen- 


tance, take him again as my own Servant, or 
recommend him to the Service - of any other 
. | Gent! eman, 
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Gentleman, I ordered. my Mother's Servants to 


entertain him in Quality of a Helper, to keep 


him from Want, and my Heart really akes for 


the poor Fellow when I ſee him ſculk out " 


my Sight, if by Accident he falls in my Way. ” 
On Mr. Hammond's Return he joined in the 


Converſation, which became more general, with 
a viſible Satisfaction that was extremely pleaſing 
to the young Couple, and Mr. Marſhall fpent that 


and many more Evenings with his Miftreſs and 
her Father, till at length the old Man's Affection 
to him fell not vaſtly ſhort of what he felt for his 
Girl: and perhaps there was more real Happinefs. 
in this little Company, than in the moſt ſparkling 

Aſſemblies of the great, ſince inſtead of envying, 
they reverberated each others Joy. Here was no 
affe cted Coy neſs on the Part of the Lady, no co- 
quetiſh Airs, nor aſſumed Petulancy to fhew her 
Power in teizing her Lover; who, on his Side, 
loved her ardently, tho' he did net like a Salaman- 
der, live in conftant Flames, or talk of en and 
Darts _ an Indian — 


CHAP. XVI. 


Containin, 8 th Hiftory of one „Game Tere two 
ws ee adies. 


E Tranquillity of one of theſe Evening 
was a little diſturbed, by Mr. Hammond's 
appearing melancholy and thoughtful : his Daugh- 
ter was alarmed leſt any Part of Mr. Marſhalls 
Conduct had given him Offence ; but he ſoon ſa- 


tisfied her importunate Curioſity, by letting her 


know that he had been that Day to fee a Gentle- 
.man, who was his Friend i in the worſt of his Mis- 
| fortune, 


— 


min „ „ „ 
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fortune, whom he found juſt expiring: But what 
had affected him, he ſaid, more than his Friend's 


Death, was the Situation of a Gentlewoman to 


whom the Deceaſed was on the Point of being mar- 
ried, and who was left entirely without Support, 


when juſt in the Proſpect of a genteel Fortune. 


The Concern which the compaſſionate old Man 
ſhewed for this Lady, engaged his Daughter and 


her Lover to wiſh a Recital of her Story, which 


he gave them as follows. ä 
* I muſt,” ſays he, © give you ſome little Ac- 
count of my late Friend, that you may judge of 


the Lady's preſent Miſery, by the Happinels ſhe 
has loſt, He was, as he himſelf told me, matri- 
ed when a very young Man, to a Woman who' 


brought him a pretty Fortune, and who was 
thought extremely handſome ; but as he was bred 
to the Sea, and was the ſecond Mate to a Man of 
War, he had not lived with her above a Twelve- 
month, when he was obliged to leave her. . At 
their Separation the Lady expreſſed the moſt af- 
fectionate Sorrow, and the Huſband was forced 10 
ſtifle his own Concern, leſt it ſhould encreaſe hers. 
While he was abroad, he was raiſed in his Poſt, 


and removed to another Ship; but this Advance- 


ment was attended with the diſagreeable Circum- 
ſtance of his being obliged to be longer abſent 
from his beloved Wife than he expected from his 
firſt Apointment. At Length, the Ship in which 


be went from England being ordered Home, he 


ſent by the Hands of the ſecond Mate, who had 
gained that Office by my Friend's Removal, a 
Preſent to his Wife of the Produce of the Coun- 
try where he was ſtationed. The. Lady received 
this Token of his Affection and Tenderneſs with. 
much Pleaſure, In the Abſence of her — 
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ſhe lived with her Parents, as ſhe was ſtill very 
young, and by her Beauty might have been more 
taken. Notice of than they thought was conſiſtent 
with the Reputation of a married Woman: But 
alas, all theſe prudent Precautions were rendered 
ineffeQual, by the perfidious. Villain who was en- 
truſted with her Huſband's Letter and Preſent, 
My Friend had earneſtly recommended him to his 
Wife, and her Relations, as a Man of Worth 
and Honeſty, and the Reception they gave him 
anſwerable to the Regard they had for him, who 
intereſted himſelf in his Behalf,” In ſhort, the 
Wife received him with a Warmth of Friendſhip, 
- which the baſe Wretch miſtook for a Paſſion which 
the was far from feeling; but as her Father's 
Houſe was no proper Place to make any Advantage 


of the great Regard he fancied ſhe had to his 


Per on, he conceived a Deſign which he thought 


would at once anſwer all his Wiſhes. He made, 
or at leaſt pretended to make, an Entertainment 


at a Tavern, to which he told the young Wife of 
his Friend, he had invited ſeveral of his Relations 
of both Sexes, to rejoice with him on his lately 
acquired Promotion, and requeſted the Favour of 
her Company along with her Mother, In Regard 
to the old Gentle woman, this was & meer Com- 


pliment; for he well knew ſhe never went out, on 


Account of her being very. lame ; but the Invita- 
tion prevented all Suſpicion, and the unwary young 
Creature was betrayed into a Snare that coſt her 
| her Life. She, with the Approbation of her Pa- 
rents, went to the Place appointed by her Huſ- 
band's Friend, and. on. her being uſhered by him 
into the Room, ſhe expreſſed great Surprize, to 


find none of his Friends come, and ſeemed in- 


Clined to return Home; but inſinuating that poſſi- 
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bly his Meſſenger might have made fome Miſtake 
as to the Time, or his Friends might ſtay for each 
other, he made Uſe of many Arguments to induce 
her to ſtay; when being unable to detain her 
longer by ſuch Subterfuges, he threw off the 
Maſk, and confefled his Paſſion, tho? in the hum- 
bleſt Manner. The Lady repulſed his Impudence 
with a Reſolution that convinced him ſhe was not 
to be won by his Flattery, and inſiſted on return- 
ing Home immediately; he then changed his firſt 
Purpoſe, which was undoubtedly to make her a 
2 Partner in his Crimes by her own Conſent, and 
told her, it was now too [ata to recede; for if ſhe 
left him in his preſent Deſpair, he ſhould revenge 
her Coldneſs on her Huſband, whom he would 
find the Way to reach before ſhe ſhould be able to 
ſend him the leaſt Intelligence of his Deſign; 
This Threat terrified the poor young Creature 
beyond Expreſſion, who burſting into a Flood of - 
Tears, condeſcended to entreat the Wretch for 
her Huſband's Life, which he ſwore he would not 
touch, if ſhe would forgive him, and promiſe not 
to inform her Friends of his Paſſion, of which he 
now pretended to repent. . In ſhort, the goed-na- 
tured Lady was brought to promiſe every Thing 
he propoſed, and as he had pretended to ſend for 


a Coach, ſhe now, without much Fear, confent= 


ed to ſtay ſome Time longer in his Company, 
when either the Agitation ſhe had been-thrown in- 
to, at his ſcandalous Propoſal, and vile Threats, 
cauſed the Wine ſhe had drank to take an uncom- 
mon Effect for the Quantity, or he had made Uſe 
ot the diabolical Secrets of Medicine, and had 
given her ſome Drug which ftupified her Senſes to 
ſuch @ Degree, that ſhe at laſt ſuffered him to ſa- 
lisfy bis Deſires, and continued with him — 
e . : 3 c "E006. 
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4 This falſe Step was concealed by her tender 
Parents from all the World, tho' they lamented 


two . Years, returned to England, where, inſtead 
of finding a joyful Welcome from a fond Wife, 
ſhe, at the News of his Approach, fled from her 


did not want Informers, gave him much Unea- 
ſineſs, tho' he had no Notion of the Motive; 


his Misfortune, entreating him, in the moſt ſup- 
pliant Manner, not to make their common Grief 
the Jeſt of the Town, by demanding a publick 
Satisfaction. 9 5 . | 

„ My Friend, who had promiſed to himſelf a 
long Time of Happineſs in the Company of a 
Wife for whom he had the moſt faithful Affection, 
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himſelf, as the Wretch who had injured him was 
not in his Power; but a little Recolle tion 
brought him to his Reaſo.. ; he determined to be- 
have with Decency and Calmneſs, reſolving never 
more to ſee his Wife; for he was at that Time 
unacquainted with the FExtenuations of her Folly, 
He kept his Word, and as ſoon as poſſible went 
again to Sea, with a firm Reſolution never to re- 
turn to Englund till he had News of her Death 
His voluntary Baniſhment was, however, but of 
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Months 


her Fall in ſecret ; but alas! the Effects became 
but too viſible. My Friend, after an Abſence of 


Father's Houſe. This Behaviour, of which he 


but as it was impoſſible long to conceal the Rea- 
ſon of her Flight, ſhe being at that Time very 
big with Child, the afflicted old Lady, her Mo- 
ther, made him acquainted with the Extent of 


in the firſt Tranſport of his Rage and Diſappoint- 
ment, was near doing an AQ of Deſperation 'on 


ſhort Continuance; for the poor Lady, after the 
Birth of a dead Child, languiſhed only a few 
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Months i in a deep Confuraption, before her Death 
ſet him free.“ 

„ Diſappointment i in bis erst Affection, ſet 
his Heart quite looſe to Love, and gave him an 
unhappy Prejudice againſt Women, whom he now 
| locked on as a Kind of neceſſary Evils, which a 
wiſe Man ſhould make ſubſervient to his Pleaſures, 
without endangering his Fortune or his Peace, by 
putting either in their Poſſeſſion, In Conformity, 
to theſe Principles he kept a- Miſtreſs, and, as 
he himſelf has told me, was in great Danger os” < 
turning a meer Rake, when his Wife's Father 

dying, left him his Executor. In the Execution 
of this Office, he was obliged to look over ſome 
Papers belongiag to the Gentleman juſt dead, 
among which he found a Letter directed to him- 

ſelf. On his opening it, he ſaw it was wrote in 
the Hand of his deceaſed Wife ; it was from this, 
which was wrote when no worldly Conſideration 
could induce her to diſſemble, as ſhe was on the 


Verge af Eternity, that he learnt the Circumſtan- 0 


ces of Villainy I have related. | 
This Letter, which had been kept from him 
by the Death of the young Lady's Mother, which 
happened ſoon after that of her unfortunate Child, 
gave a new Turn to his Way of Thinking, and 
cured him of his unlawtul Engagement: he grew 
melancholy, and reproached himſelf as the Mur- 
derer of his Wife, by a too inexorable Reſent- 
ment. To divert hs Gloom, he again went 
abroad, was raiſed to the Poſt of a Captain, and 
ſtaying many Years without coming to England, 
acquired a large Fortune; when he returned 
Home, which was about two Year ſince, he 
ſhewed his Affection to his late Wife, by taking 
into his Family a Lady who was related to her, 

A Who 
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who had been ſtripped of a large Fortune, thro? 


the Extravagance of her Brother, who had not on- 


ly ſquandered away twenty thouſand Pounds, which 
his careful Father had been many Years gaining, 
but had added to the Loſs of his own Fortune, 


that of his Siſter's, with. the additional Cruelty of 
drawing in the poor Lady to ſtand jointly engaged 


with him, for two thouſand Pounds more than ſhe 
had to pay. 'The Sweetneſs of her Diſpoſition, 


and her chearful Reſignation to her hard Lot, gave 


my Friend ſuch a ſtrong Impreſſion in her Fa- 
vour, that he reſolved to marry her, and once 
more reſtore her to a State of Affluencence, and 
had actually put his Reſolution in Practice, had 

not ſhe herſelf prevented him, by honeſtly in- 
forming him of theBond. This cauſed ſome De- 


lay, as the Creditor, tho* her known Indigence 


had long kept him from being troubleſome, now 
inſiſted on his whole Debt, if the Lady married 
the Captain; however, he at length agreed to 


take one thouſand Pounds, and give her a Dif- 
charge. This my Friend paid, and there ſeemed 


to be the higheſt Probability of their mutual 
Happineſs, when the intended Bride groom was 
ſeized with a paralytick Illneſs, that took away 


his Senſes. Nay, as if this poor Lady was born 
to be tantalized with falſe Hopes, he recovered 
juſt enough to be capable of making his Will, in 


_ which he aſſigned her a handſome 1 — but 
dyed without being able to ſign it. 


duced her to worſe Misfortunes than his Generoſi- 
ty relieved her from, as ſhe has loſt the Favour 


of an Aunt who afforded her ſome Refource, till 


ſhe contradicted her Advice, by going to live 


with the Captain as his Houſe-keeper, tho? it was 
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her contemptuous Behaviour that drove her to it; 
for ſhe was always fond of ſhewing her in a Light 
of Dependance. To make her yet more wretch- 
ed, my Friend's Nephew, who is Heir at Law, 
treats her with Inſolence and Contempt, and in- 
fiſts on her immediate Removal out of a Houſe 


now become his, when not a Week ago, he, to 


Appearance, paid her the moſt duteous Reſpett« as 
his ſuture Aunt. “ 
4 1 have,” continurd Mr. Hammond, given 
this poor Lady an Invitation to live with you - 
till the can ſuit herſelf better, and I hope you' 


vill find yourſelf happy in a Companion, who 


will, doubtleſs, by her Education and many Ac- 


compliſnments, be of great Service to you.“ 


Miſs Hammond chearfully accepted of this new 
Friend, and did all.in her Power to leſſen the 
Load of Grief that weighed her down almoſt to 
the Grave; for tho' it might, perhaps, be im- 
proper to ſay ſhe was in Love with the deceaſ- - 
Captain, at her Time 'of Life, as ſhe was turn- 


ed of forty,; yet ſhe certainly had a very great 


Efteem for him, mixed with a terider Gratitude 


that very nearly came up to the Warmth of 


Paſſion : Add to. this, the Diſappointment of all 


ber Hopes in Regard to Fortune, within a Mo- 


ment of Eaſe and Independance, but now behold- 


en to Strangers for Support. However ſhe, as 


much as poſſible, ſuppreſſed her Sorrow, which 
ſhe: confined to her own Breaſt, as the thought 
ſhe bad no Right to diſturb the Tranquillity of 
a Family that had fo kindly afforded her Pro- 
tection; ſhe even endeavoured to be uſeful, and 
at leagth obtained ſuch an eaſy Reſignation to 
Providence, that ſhe ours think of her paſt and 

5 preſent 
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preſent State without repining : Her BenefaQor's 
Daughter reaped very great Advantages from 
her unhappy Circumſtances, as ſhe was a Wo- 
man of tiue good Senſe, and had ſpent the great- 
eſt Part of her Life in a genteel Retirement, 
that had given her much Leiſure to improve her 
Mind; ſhe underſtood French, was well ſkilled 
in Muſick, and could point out the particular 
Beauties of the Engliſh Claſſicks: and, in ſhort, 
poſſeſſed every Qualification that- could render 
her an agreeable Companion, together with the 
leſs ſhining, tho? not leſs uſeful, Requiſites of 
oo OE” „„ 755 
She had been ſome Years. the ſole Manager 
of her Father's Family, a "Truſt which not all 
her Love of Books had made her neglect; for 
it was her common Saying, that the Motive dig- 
nifies the Action, and that no Office, perform- 
ed for the Eaſe or Delight of thoſe dear to us, 
ought to be thought mean. If ſome Ladies 
were of her Way of thinking, I am perſuaded 
we ſhould ſee more conſtant Huſbands, and fewer 
diſobedient Children; but if the poor Man is 
left to take Care of his own Content as he may, 
and the younger Part of the Family are truſted 
to the Conduct of mercenary Servants, while 
the Wife or Mother is folely engroſſed by good 
Company and Cards, it can never be thought 
ſurpriſing, that pretty Miſtreſs Mincing ſhould 
have Charms for her Maſter, or that Miſs Bid- 
dy his Daughter ſhould be taken with the Com- 
plaiſance of Papa's ſprightly Valet. 3 
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CHAP. XVI. | 


Miſs Hammond reaps great Advantages - from ber 
Father's Hoſpitality to Miſs Aſhworth, «who be- 
comes her moſt intimate Friend; it under ſome 
Embarraſſment concerning her old Acquaintance 
Katherine, but conſults” Mr. Marſhall, and ' as 


y his Direction. 


Lo the Lady mentioned in the preceding 

Chapter, Miſs Hammond learnt ſeveral of 
thoſe genteel Accompliſhments which are gene- 
rally allowed to add greatly to the Charms of 
Beauty, and even to embelliſh a virtuous Charac- 
ter. As ſhe had naturaly a fine Voice and good 
Air, this Lady taught her to ſing, and play on the 
Harpſicord; her Father having, at their joint 
Requeſt, bought her one for this Purpoſe : And 
the Idea of rendering herſelf more amiable in the 
Eyes of her dear Mr. Marſhall, ſoon made her an 
extraordinary Proficient ; beſides theſe, and ſeve- 
ral other Accompliſhments, the placid Serenity of 
this Lady's Temper, gave Miſs Hammond a uſeful 
Leſſon to correct the rather too great Quickneſs 
of her own; for ſhe was naturally a good deal 
alive to an Indignity, She had even ſuffered ſome 
hard Thoughts to harbour in her Mind againſt 
Mrs. Marſhall, her Lover's Mother, for the ſteady 
Oppoſition ſhe had hitherto made to her Son's _ 
Marriage; but on her making her Friend Miſs 
Aſbworth her Confident, ſhe was ſoon prevailed on 
to acquit that Lady; for as her Love of Truth 
had made her conceal none of the Extenuations 


of what ſhe thought her Severity, ſhe had faith- 
G6 


Vol. II. ; fully 


122 The His Tory of 


fully repreſented the invidious Reports that had 


been ſpread of her own Character, her Friend per- 
ſuaded her to think, that Mrs. Marſball could not 
have acted otherwiſe, confiſtently with the Care 
which every wiſe Mother ought to have for the 
laſting Happineſs of her Child. 1 agree with 
you, my Dear,“ ſaid ſhe, when talking on this 
Subject, that meer Want of Wealth ought not 
to be a Reaſon for reſiſting a ſtrong Attachment, 
when the Perſon beloved is poſſeſſed of Qualifica- 


tions that are really valuable; but, on the other 


Side, it” can ſurely. be no Excuſe for the Want of 


| thoſe Qualifications, and tho? Mrs. Marſball may, 


very probably, not believe Half what ſhe has 
heard, yet it is very natural for her to imagine, 
there has been Something in your Conduct that 
gave the firſt Ground to the Reports to your Diſ- 
advantage. I think your I. over's Advice is very 
juſt, that you ſhould be acquainted with his Mo- 
ther before you become her Daughter: But yet! 
own it is a very difficult 'Taſk for a young Woman 
to ſeem, as it were to aſk for a Huſband.”? Oh 


don't talk of it,“ replied Miſs Hammond, ** nothing. 
| ſhall make me conſent to ſo mortifying a Step: It 


I am to appear after Marriage in the ſame Rank 
as if I had brought Mr. Marſhall a Fortune ſuitable 
to his own, why ſhouid not his Affe tion now be 
ſuppoſed to have taken off Something of the Mean- 
neſs of my Birth? Does all the Charm lie in the 
Magick of the Prieſt's Tongue? I. am ſure, if | 
know myſelf, were I Miſtreſs of Millions, I ſhould 
think I received more Honour by his Tenderneſs, 
than could be given me by Rank or Title.“ 

On this the Door burſt open, and Mr. Marſhall, 
entering in a Tranſpert, caught her in his _ 
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with an Avidity that ſurpriſed her, at the ſame 
Time crying, And I am ſure, my Dear, that 
Confeſſion has made me happier than I ſhould 
have been in the Acquiſition of Millions.” Then 
letting her go, he told her, ſhe muſt forgive his 
Curioſity ; for as he heard her mention his Name 
in a Tone of Impatience, he could not reſiſt the 


Deſire of knowing what had offended her. 
Miſs Hammond, tho' ſhe bluſhed at his having 
| over-heard what was ſpoke in Confidence to her 


; Friend, was eaſily prevailed on to accept of his 
: Apology ; but if there had been a Proſpect of ever 
ſo great a Difficulty in making his Peace, the 


Cauſe of his preſent Viſit would ſoon have pro- 
. duced a Reconciliation, ſince it was to know when 

˖ ſhe ſhould ſee Mrs. Katherine, Joſepb the Farmer's 
. Siſter, for whom he ſaid he had a Letter, which 
; came encloſed in one to himſelf, and was an An- 
4 ſwer to one he had ſent the Fellow who enjoyed 
I Joſeph's Farm; it ſeemed to be wrote in a dreadful 
1 Fright at Mr. Marſball's Threats of bringing to 
n WE Light the Villainy he had engaged in, and con- 
8 tained a Promiſe of reſtoring great Part of the 
Tf Farmer's Effe ds to his Siſter, on Condition of his 
k prevailing with the young Woman whom he had 
le injured, to forgive him, and to ſign a general Re- 
Fi leaſe. This Miſs Hammond, at the Inſtance of her 
i Lover, eaſily conſented to, as ſhe thought it might 
he be uſeful to her Friend, who was in no Capacity 


4 - to go through a tedious Courſe of Law, for the 
11d whole of her Brother's Fortune; ſhe had, by the 
8 Friendſhip of Mr. Hammond, got into a reputable 

Place, and had given over all Thoughts of ſuing 
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ledge, had made her Intereſt their own, eſpecial- 


y Mr. Marſball, as he knew Acts of Beneficence 


were far more pleaſing to his Miſtreſs, than the 
ſtrongeſt Flight of. Flattery paid in Compliments. | 


to her Mind or Perſon. 


While they were in "Grating on Mrs. Kathe. | 


rine's Affairs Mr. Hammond came Home, and they 


having ſhewn him the Letter, he adviſed them to 
de very careful how they truſted to the Promiſes of 


2 Man who, even in that very Letter, confeſſed 
' - himſelf a Villain: But, ſays he, I deſi ign to go 
to ſee my Siſter quickly, and then I will call on the 


Farmer; but I ſhould think it beſt, as Mrs. Kathe- 


rine is now eaſy and contented, not to let her know 


of this Letter, till we fee if we can make any 


'Thing of the Fellow.” 


This Adyice was approved beck by. his Daugh- 


ter and Mr. Marſball, . tho* Miſs Hammond ſaid 
with a Smile, ſhe fancied her Father had a Mind 


himſelf to be the Meſſenger of good News. As 


there was a little Confuſton viſible in the Face 
of the old Man at his Daughter's ConjeQure, 
Mr. Marſball, when alone with his Miſtreſs, again 
reſumed the Subject, when ſhe told him, ſhe bad 
ſome Suſpicion that her Father had a diſtant 
Thought of making her Friend Katherine his 
Wife, and that ſhe was quite at a Loſs how to 
aQz © for if,” ſays ſhe, © I inform him of what 
_ know of her 'paſt Life, and he ſhould afterwards 
marry her, I ſhall make her my Enemy, and very 
poſſible my Father too by her Means; and if 1 
conceal it, and he ſhould afterwards hear of it 
from ſomebody elſe, he may think that conceal- 
ment a Crime.” © Why then,” ſaid Mr. Marſball, 
_ * I think your Father has cater delivered you 
out 
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out of your Embarraſſment; for no Doubt but 
X the Farmer, will as much as poſſible, endeavour 
g to make it appear that Jeſeph deſigned no great 
Alteration in his Will; and what better Method 
ean he take, than to repreſent his Siſter as unwor- 
thy his Regard.” © Ah! but,” returned the 
good-natured Girl, if he ſhould exaſperate my Fa- 
ther againſt the poor Woman, what will become 
of her? Tho', I confeſs, I ſhould be glad not to 
have her my Mother, yet it would give me great 
Pain to ſee her in Diſtreſs.” The generous Mr. 
; Marſhall promiſed, if that ſhould. be the Conſe- 
quence of Mr. Hammond's Viſit to the Farmer, he 
would himſelf fhield her from Want; but that he 
thought no Conſideration would juſtify the Con- 
| eealment of what Miſs' Hammond knew from her 
1 Father, if there was no other Way to hinder 
bis marrying ; for as he very juſtly obſerved, the 
n unforgiving World ſcarce ever admit the moſt bit 


10 — , 


. 


4 ter Repentance to effaee Crimes far leſs heinous 
. than living in open Proſtitution ;. “ but, my 
F Dear,” he continued, I fancy we muſt for once 
5 act in Concert, and uſe a little Art with your Fa- 
* ther: As you ſay, he has only ſome diſtant Thought 
b of marrying, ſuppoſe we ſhould try to change the 
1 Object, Iam perſuaded you would not be diſplea- 
5 ſed at his chuſing your new Friend Miſs. Aſb- 
worth, to whom, I believe, yon have no Objec- 
tion, except you make Want of Fortune one.“ 
1 They had no Time to talk farther, as the Perſon 
1. Juſt mentioned came into the Room, but Mr, 
1 Marſhall ſaw plainly by the pleaſed Looks of Miſs 
= Hammond, that his Scheme gave her great De- - 
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That Evening the old Man again talked of his 
Journey, in which, to the Mortification of the 
young Folks, he inſiſted on his Daughter's ac- 
companying him. Mr. Marſball earneſtly begged 
him to defer his Viſit till another Summer, in 
Hopes, as he ſaid, by that Time to have a Right 
to go with him; but he inflexibly continued in 
bis Reſolution, and they ſet out in a Poſt-Chaiſe 
the following Week. RE Ne ae FRO 
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Mr. Hammond and his Daughter arrive at the 
End of their Journey, they receive a bearty Nei- 
come from his Siſter, who gives ber Niece an Ac- 


count of her Son's Terrors, and entire Reforma- 
tion, |: 5 EP: 


N the Arrival of Mr. 5 and his love- 


ly Daughter at the Village, the Father went 


alone to his Siſter's and received the moſt hearty 


Welcome, as being the beſt Friend ſhe had on 
Earth; but on the good Woman's going to the 


Inn to her Niece, ſhe almoſt loſt the Uſe of her 
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Tongue thro? Terror; for her own talkative Diſ- 
poſition made her imagine it impoſſible ſhe ſhould 
bave kept her Son's unhappy Adventure from her 
Father's Knowledge: However, as the old Gentle. 
man had not given the leaſt Hint of his knowing 
any Thing of the Affair, ſhe recovered herſelf, ſo 
as to be able to pay an aukward Return to the 
Compliments of her Niece, who behaved to her 
with the ſame chearful Eaſe ſhe would have done, 
had the good Woman been under no Obligations 
to her, and to eaſe the Conſtraiht ſhe was under, 
as ſoon as- poſſible relieved her Anxiety, by in- 
forming her, that her Father had no Knowledge 
of her having ever ſeen her before. - 

The poor Woman now ſhewed her Gratitude 
Aa Profuſion of good Wiſhes and Prayers for her 
Welfare, and told her, to her Kindneſs and Com- 
paſſion ſhe owed the Happineſs of her old Age; 
for her Son made a very kind good Huſband, and 

was in a Way to do very well in the World ; but 
that he had been ſadly frightened ſome Time ago; 

for the old Man who aſſiſted in robbing the Coach, 
having been taken up for another Robbery had 
threathened to impeach him, to prevent which, he 
had been obliged to ſupply him with Money to keep 
him in Priſon : © but,” added ſhe, ** as he was 
taken up ſoon after the laſt' Sizes, he died, after 
being confined four Months, without being brought 
to his Trial : Put thoff I was glad, for the Sake 
of my own Boy, that he was gone and could not 
hurt him; yet, for aw' that, my Heart ached ſad- 
ly, when my good Man told me the Week after, 
that, as fure as Death, he was no” guilty of what 
he was then charged with; for a Day or two after 
Fg 5 | „ . t;& 


. 


BET TY BARNES. 129 
| he was dead, another Man was taken up, and 
confeſſed the Fact. My Son ſays he ſhould be 
W eaſy an he could find out ſome Way to return the 

Money he took from the Man that drove the 
| Coach you was in; for he once ſaw en' and was 
2 frighted out of his Wits.” Miſs Hammond, as ſhe 
| knew to whom it belonged, now undertook to eaſe 
him of this Part of his Care, and the poor Mother 

took her to ſee her little Family, to Which was ad- 
| | ded, ſince ſhe left it, another Grand-child, 
The placid Contentment viſible in the Face of 


| the young Woman, gave the tender-hearted Betty 
extreme Delight, and ſhe parcipitated in an Hap- 


pineſs of her own creating, with a Glow of Satis: 
faction, that can only be imagined by a Mind poſ- 
ſeſſed of her Senſthility, _ > 8 


HAP. I. 


In which" they leave their poor Relations, ta pay a 
 Vifit to the Fellow who had been Joſeph's Ser- 
vant ; and are there detained by the Receift of a 
welcome Letter. i 


AA FTER about a Fortnight's Stay at this Vil- 
lage, Mr. Hammond, in Compliance with the 
Deſires of his Daughter, determined to return 
to Town, and to take the Houſe, which once be- 
longed to Mifs Bet/ey's late Friend, in his Way. 
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t They accordingly ſet out, and in leſs than three 

- Days reached the Village. Here they ſent for the [Ni ö 
, Fellow who had been Jeſepb's Servant, who, con- 19 
t ſcious of his Guilt, was ſeized with Terror at the | | | 
r Sight of her he had wronged, and, influenced by 138 


his Fears, was glad to come into any Accommoda- 
r = on „ 
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tion with her Father, whom he imagined to be an 
Officer of Juſtice ; but on his ſaying; that the 
Whole of what he now poſſeſſed belonged to Mrs. 


Katherine, he replied, that he did not believe her 


Brother deſigned to have left it her ; for whatever 
ſhe might be now, ſhe had been a very bad Wo- 
man. The old Gentleman ftickled warmly in 
Her Defence, and appealed to his Daughter, as 
her Acquaintance. ** Nay, nay,” cried the Fel- 
low, an ſhe ſays the Truth, ſhe will own what 
I fay to be true : For Katherine confeſſed, but a 
| few Months before Maſter died, that ſhe had lived 
in a Bawdy-houſe a long Time.” Mr. Hammond 
expreſſed. much Aſtoniſhment at what he heard, 
and again called on his Daughter to vindicate her 
Friend, if ſhe was innocent, when fhe replied, 
. I wiſh, Sir, I could with Juſtice acquit her as 
to her paſt Conduct; but alas, ſhe had the Un- 
happineſs, when ſhe 'firſt came to Town, to fall. 
into bad Hands, who made a Prey of her Inno- 


cence, and betrayed her into the Houſe of a vile 


Woman. This I have heard her own with Tears; 
but jf a ſincere Repentance can waſh away Guilt, 
I believe ſhe deſerves no Reproach.” 


The old Gentleman now ſeemed a little angry | 


with his Daughter for being fo intimate with a 
Woman who had once been infamous; * the 
malicious World,” ſaid he, will ſooner believe 
- you are guilty of her Faults, than that the herſelf 
has left them. The common Phraſe of once a 
Whore and always ſo, Pm afr id has but too much 
Influence on our Minds. Every other Crime, if 
repented of, is in Time forgot; but an unfortu- 
nate Woman never regains her Character, tho', 
| * the owes her RE! more to thoughtleſs In- 


nocence 
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nocence than real Guilt.” And tho), my Dear,” 
he continued, I wevld have you avoid the tat-. 


ling Diſpoſition of your Sex, who blab all they 
know of their moſt intimate Acquaintance, yet [ 


would have you chuſe for your Companions, only 


ſuch as you may own without a Bluſh.” 
Miſs Hammond was far from being diſpleaſed at 


ber Father for this Reproof, as it plainly ſhewed; - 


he was in no Danger of becoming the Huſband of 
the unfortunate Katherine; but leſt the Knowledge 


of her Infamy ſhould cool his. Zeal for her Service, 


ſhe told him, that ſhe was under great Obligati- 
ons to her F riendſhip, and deſired him to forget 
her Faults, *till ſhe was enabled to ſupport herſelf 
without his Aſſiſtance, and that when ſhe was in 


better Circumſtances, ſhe would, if be mn on 
it, drop her Acquaintance.. 


The old Man heartily. acquieſced- with his 
Daughtef in her. Defign of aſſiſting the poor Wo- 
man, and at the next Interview with the Farmer, 
drew from him an Engagement in Writing, that he 
would give the Siſter of his deceaſed Maſter, ſeven 
hundred Pounds, on Conditien of her giving him 


an Acquittance from all further Claim to what he 
left, which was about double that Sum, excluſive 


of the Farm, of which Juſepb had e 1 
long Eeaſe. 

As their ſole View in coming to this Place was 
to ſettle this Affair, they had no Reaſon to ſtay 
longer than was juſt neceſſary to accompliſh. it; 
but while they were preparing for London, Miss 


Hammond received a Letter from Mr. Mar ball, 


which informed her, that he hoped to join them 


In a few Days after the Receipt of his Letter. The 
old Man bantered his Davghter on the extreme 
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Joy ſne diſcovered at this News, and the many 
Attempts ſhe made to conceal her Pleaſure: The 
Country was now become agreeable, notwithſtang. 
ing the Advance of Winter, and the Fear of hea- 
vy Rains was quite forgot, tho? but the Day before 
* the was in mortal Apprehenſions leſt the Roads 
ſhould become impaſſable. Miſs Betſey was con- 
founded that all her Subterfuges, to conceal the 
Exceſs of her Tenderneſs, failed; but as ſhe found 
it in vain to diſſemble, ſhe joined in her Father's 
Mirth, and by that Means took off the Edge of 
his Jude: - > + | 
This impatient Lover, eager to ſee his Miſ- 
treſs, had paid his Grandfather a Viſit, that he 
might have an Opportunity to return to Town 
with Miſs Betſey Hammond and her Father, with- 
out giving his Mother the Uneafineſs, he imagin- 
ed ſhe would feel if ſhe knew in what Company he 
was engaged. On his Arrival, Miſs Hammond diſ- 
covered, that tho? he behaved with all the Tender- 
nels imaginable, he had an Uneaſine ſs on his Coun- 
tenance, at which ſhe could not fcrbear being 
greatly affected, eſpecially as he hid from her the 
Cauſe. This amiable Girl kindy enquired after 
his Health, and uſed all her Art to draw from him 
the Secret; but he ſtil} concealed it. In Compli- 
ance with his Requeſt, her Father deferred his 
Journey for a Week after he came to them, to give 
him an Opportunity of receiving a Letter, which 
he had ordered ta be directed to him here: But 
this Letter was no ſooner received than the Gloom 
cleared up, and the whole Myſtery was unfolded. 
But this Chapter being of a tolerable Length, we 
thall defer ſatisfying our Reader's Curioſity to the 
next. 5 99 BP + nn £ 
| 55 CHAT, 


, 


CHAP. III. 


A mortifring Diſcovery, which gives Mr. Marſhall 
much Uneaſineſs ; but it is attended with the mofl 
bappy Conſequences. REY 1 980 


NE of Mr. Marſball's Grand- father's Ser- 

vants lived with Mrs, Milner the Captain's 
Wife, at the ſame Time with our Beity Barnes, 
now Miſs Betſey Hammond; ard they had lived to- 
gether in this Place, till her Davghicr's betraying 
her Infamy, had made her diſcharge her Servants, 
and retire into the Country, As this Girl had not 
been long in the old Gentleman's Family, ſhe had 
never ſeen Mr. Marſbalt in that Houſe till this Vi- 
fit ; but ſhe well remembered him, as Mr. Wilk- 
am, Betty's Sweetheart. This Knowledge ſhe com- 
municated to the Reſt of the Maids, from whom it 
foon ran through the Family, with the Addition 


of ſcveral Circumſtances which had no Foundation 


in Fact; particularly that he had left the young 


Woman, and that after ſhe had neither been ſeen 
nor heard of for ſeveral Months, ſhe was now 


kept by an old Man who paſled for her Father. 


As this Story ſeemed to the old Gentleman to cor- 


roborate others that, had been told him to Miſs 
Hammond's Diſadvantage, it gained Credit, and 
the young Gentleman was treated as an inconſi- 
derate Fellow, who had made himſelf ridiculous in 
Defence of a common Slut. Theſe Iafinuatiogs 


greatly provoked Mr. Marſball, and he had ſe' 


ral warm Conteſts. with his Grand-father, who, 
through the peeviſh Obſtinacy which too frequent- 
ly attends advanced Years, Seemed reſolved not = 


* 
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; be convinced that he had received a wrong Infor- 
mation. He even ſent an Account of all he had 
heard to Mrs, Marſball his Daughter, with ſtrong 


Proteſtations, that except ſhe could influence her 


Son to act like a reaſonable Being, he would chuſe 


one, whom he thought, more in his Senſes, to 


inherit his Fortune; for that enough of his Mo- 
ney had gone in the Extravagancies of a vile Wo- 


man already. This alluded to his laſt Wife, whom 


he had taken after the Death of Mrs. Marſhals 
Mother, and maintained in a Rank, which, as it 
was far above what ſhe could reaſonahly expect, 
ought at leaſt to have met Returns of Gratitude ; 

but ſhe had been falſe to his Bed with a mean 
| Wretch, whoſe higheſt Advancement was his 
wearing her Huſband's Livery. This Diſappoint- 


ment, added to the common Infirmities of Age, 


| ſerved to render him extreamly fretful, and even 

blinded his Judgment, ſo far as to make him ima- 
gine that his Experience ought to have as ſtrong 
an Effect on the young Heart of his Grand- -ſon, 
as it had on his own. - 

Mr. Marſhall wrote by the fame Poſt to his 
Mother an Account of every Circumſtance as ii 
really was, and ſtrenuoufly vindicated the inno- 
cent Miſs Hammond from the Slander of her Fellow- 
ſervant, who perhaps exaggerated every Thing 
the. had heard, from no other Motive but that of 
Envy, an ugly Vice which I am perſuaded too of- 
ten gains Entrance into the Cot as the Court, not- 
withſtanding all the moral Writers pretend to 
che contrary. 


This Lady was under no ſmall Perplexity at 


ber Father's Threats, and her Son's little Incli- 


nation to recede from his Engagement to one, 


Who, in the moſt favourable Light, _ 
: EIS 
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be looked on as very unhappy, ſince ſo many con- 
curring Events had contributed to deſtroy her Re- 
putation: But as ſhe thought a rough Oppoſition 
would produce a quite contrary Effect to what ſhe 
wiſhed, ſhe ſent the young Man an Anſwer that 


ſeemed rather to defer, than deny, her Confent to 


what he thought abſolutely neceſſary to his future 
Happineſs, ſince ſhe made it depend on his being 


able to clear his Miſtreſs from this new Charge; 


tho' it was eaſy enough to ſee, by the Stile of her 


Letter, that ſhe was far from being indifferent, 
with Reſpect to the Threats of her Father. 
Mr. Marſball, impatient to vindicate Miſs Ham- 
nond, wrote to an old Gentleman who was related 
to his Father, for whom he knew his Mother had 
the greateſt Eſteem, and in the moſt earneſt Man- 
ner begged him to make a ftri and impartial En- 
quiry into the Particulars of Miſs Hammond's 


Life; to go to the Houſe where her Father lodg- 


ed, and, if poſſible, to trace out the vile Calumny, 
and convince his Mother, how much his dear Girl 
had been wronged ; and as he found it now in vain 
to conceal her having once been a Servant, he alſo 
deſired him to learn her true Character from the 
Lady whofe Child ſhe attended, with whom this 
Gentleman was extreamly intimate, and to whoſe 
Houſe he had often accompanied him, he being 
the ſame who, the Reader may remember, was 
with him when he excited the Mirth of the Com- 


This worthy Man had often adviſed Mr. Mar- 
ſhall to take the utmoſt Care'in the Choice of a 
Wife, and his Mother had made him her Confi- 
dant, in Regard to her Fears leſt her Son ſhould 


by ſome raſh Step fruſtrate her Hopes of his poſ- 


leſſing 


pany, by running after the Maid into the En- 


- 
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ſeſſing her Father's Eſtate, he had uſed all the 
Arts of Perſuaſion to reconcile him to his Duty: 


7 


but as the young Man had conſiderable Obliga- 


tions to him, he thought aſſuming the poſitive 


Dictator had more the Appearance of Inſult than 


Friendſhip, and therefore had choſen to influence 


his Mind by the gentle and generous Motives of 


Tenderneſs and Gratitude, rather than the ſlayiſn 


narrow-ſpirited Dictates of Fear. 


This Condu& produced the moſt affe & onate 


, Regard in-the Heart of the young Gentleman, who 


had a far greater Fear of offending this Goodneſs, 


than of loſing all he hoped to gain by bis Fa- 
vour. : 1 SR | 
It was this generous Behaviour, that embolden- 


ned Mr. Marſhall to beg this AQ of Friendſhip, 
and at the ſame Time, to accompany his Entrea- 
ties to accept of this Office, with a Promife to be 


guided by his Counſel if he ſhould find, on the 


ſtricteſt Enquiry, any Thing in the Conduct of his 
dear Miſtreis, that gave the leaſt Ground for 
the many Aſperſions with which malicious People 
had endeavoured to blacken her Character. This 
worthy Man, tho? he, perhaps would have been 
better ſatisfied had his young Friend placed his 


Affection on a Lady of equal, or ſuperior, Rank 


with himſelf, did not think he was at Liberty to 


refuſe the kind Office which he fo eagerly entreat- 
ed him to perform 1 


On his enquiring of the Perfon with whom Mr. 


Hammond and his Daughter lodged, he received 
ſuch a Character of the young Lady, as the Wo- 
man of the Houſe, who was ignorant of her former 
Situation, called her, that he began to fancy the 
Lover was a much better Judge of real Merit than 


8 he at firſt imagined, 1 
| 8 Sl SEN, While 
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While he was in Converſation with this Perſon, 
Miſs Aſbworth, who ftill remained in Mr. Ham- 
mond's Apartment, paſt by the Parlour where they 
were; the Gentleman, who had been acquainted 
with her Father, knew her immediately; her Sto- 
iy had made ſome Noiſe, and many Surmiſes and 
Gueſſes had been ſuggeſted of her preſent Situation 
and Place of Retirement. The Air of Contentment 
that ſat on her Countenance was quite ſurpriſing ;_ 
for ſome of the wiſe Gueſſers had repreſented her 
as under the Oppreſſio:s of the moſt ſhocking Indi- 
gence, and had gone even ſo far as to affirm, that 
ſhe had been forced to aſk Charity in the Streets. 
On bis ſaying, that he knew that Gentlewoman's 
Father, the Perſon he was talking to fent her Ser- 
vant to tell her ſhe defired to ſpeak with her, and 
Miſs Aßbruortb immediately appeared. At the Sight 
a Gentſeman who had been the Witneſs of her 
Happineſs in a tender Father, and who, ſhe had 
Reaſon to believe, muſt have heard of the crvel 
Reverſe of her Fortune ſhe burſt into Tears; but 
ſoon recovering herfelf, ſhe ſpoke with a Freedom 
that ſhewed ſhe had not learned the mean Cring- 
ing that renders decayed Gentility contemptible, 
and to which, I believe, is ewing a great Deal of 
the Inſult caſt on Poverty; for while Pride is a 
predominant Paſſion in the human Breaſt, we ſhall 
be in no Haſte to give more Reſpe& to others, 
than they themlelves ſeem to think their due. 
After the Salutations of Civility were over, the 
Miſtreſs of the Houſe, addreſſing herſelf to Miſs 
Aſhworth, told her, that ſhe believed fome vile 
Wretch bad traduced the Character of Miis Ham- 
mond; but for my Life,” ſne continued, I 
cannot imagine how ſhe, that behaves with 4 
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much Good-nature and Kindneſs to every Body, 


can have any Enemies; for tho? I have let Lodg- 
ings theſe twenty Years, and have had the beſt of 


People in my Houſe, I never ſaw the Peer of her 
for Sweetneſs and Aﬀability, You, Madam, | 


am ſure, will ſay the ſame ; ſhe has no more Pride 


than an Infant, which, conſidering ſhe is very 
bandſome, and has made ſuch a charming young 
Gentleman her Lover, is very wonderful. For my 
Part, I think People muſt ſhut themſelves up like 


ſo many Nuns, if they would eſcape Scandal ia 
this detracting Age. It is no longer ago than 


Tueſday. was ſe'nnight, that Eftber my Maid came 


in with a long Story of this and that, and t'other, 


about the dear young Lady's having been a Ser- 


vant to herAcquain tance*sAcquaintance's Mother, 
who it ſeems is a fine Lady; tho? the Girl ſays, 
the poor Wretch that ſays ©, has hardly Clothes 


to cover her Nakedneſs : But it is fuch a hubble 


bubble Story, I can make neither Head nor Tail 


of it; yet one Thing I am ſure of, that if ſhe 
ever had been in ſuch Circumſtances, I ſhould 


have found it out by her Behaviour ; for ſuch low 


Creatures infallibly betray themſelves by their 


over-acted Gentility ,? | fs COND 
Miſs Aſhworth, that ſhe might be heard in her 


Turn without Interruption, ſuffered the Miſtreſs 
of the Houſe to talk herſelf out of Breath; for the 


good old Gentle woman could as eaſily brook ſhort 


4 Payment in her Rent, as admit of being foreſtall- 


ed in any Thing ſhe had a Mind to ſay, 
But when ſhe was filehr, , this unhappy Lady, 
inſpired by her Gratitude and Efteem for her fair 


Friend, grew eloquent in her Praiſe, and, in ſhort, 


gave her ſuch a Character, that the old Gentleman, 


who 
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who knew Miſs Aſhworth to be a Woman of Senſe 
and Judgment, entirely cleared her, in his own 
Opinion, of every Fault which Malice had laid to 
her Charge. Yet, as it was his Buſineſs to vin- 
dicate her to Mrs. Marſball, he did not ſtop 


' here, but begged Leave of the Miſtreſs of the : 


Houſe to ſpeak with her Servant. | 
The Maid was called, when being ordered by 
her Miſtreſs to relate to the Gentleman what ſhe 
had heard of Miſs Hammond, ſhe anſwered, that 
ſhe was ſorry ſhe had faid any Thing ſhe heard 
from the Creature, for ſhe was ſure it was all 
falſe, and then continued, I was talking with a a 
Friend at the Door, who had a Woman who ſtood. 
at a little Diſtance waiting for her, when Miſs | 
Hammond and this Gentle woman, (meaning Mrs. 
Aſb worth) ** came out of our Houſe : Before they 
were well out of Sight, the poor Woman came 
up, and afked me if thoſe Ladies viſited my Mif- 
treſs: No, ſays I, they lodge in our Houſe. Aye, 
ſays ſhe, Times are much mended with the young- 


* 


eſt of dem, ſince ſhe lived with my Mother. Liv. 


ed, ſays I, as how pray? for I could have no 
Notion that ſhe meant as a Servant; I dare ſay, 
ſays I, you are miſtaken ;—for you muſt know, 
Sir, I had heard but a bad Character of this Wo- 
man's Mother, and of herſelf too, for that Mat- 


ter, from my own Friend. —Aye lived, I ſay, ſays 
ſhe, lived as a Servant; for I'd have you to know 


my Mother is above letting Lodgings.— Now, Ma- 
dam,” continued the Wench, turning to her Mif- 
treſs, “ as I know many a Gentlewoman as well 


as you, who chuſe to live in a handſome Houſe 
and let Part of it, rather than be ſqueezed up in 
2 narrow Hole by themſelves, I was horridly mad 


to | 
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to hear ſuch beggarly ragged Creature talk in fach 
a contemptible Manner of People that let Lodg- 
ings : fo, L ſaid, ſays I, marry come up ! if one 


was to judge of ſome People by the Appearance of 


their Relations, one ſhould be apt to think, that 


ſome Folks had no Lodgings to let. On this, the 
Woman called me dirty Kitchen Wench, and fell 
_ abuſing the poor young Lady like a Fury; ſhe 
ſaid that as how when ſhe knew her, ſhe kept 
Company with a Foot-Fellow, tho? ſhe now ap- 
appeared ſo fine, and was above her Betters, 


and a great Deal more Stuff that I have for- 


got; for I was in fuch a Paſſion at the Crea- 


ture for her Impudence in frumping up ſuch a 


Heap of Lies, that I ſhut the Door in her Face, 
while ſhe was talking: For tho* I am but a 


Servant, I hate ill Manners and Rudeneſs. in any. 
Body, eſpecially in poor Folks. “ 


ITI Ihe Gentleman learned little more from this. 
mannerly Maid, but that the young Perſon he en- 


quired after muſk have uncommon Sweetneſs of 
Temper, or ſhe could. never have conquered the 


Spirit of levelling, that generally prevails among 


Servants, who in common are much fonder of a 


Calumny, that brings thoſe they ſerve to their 


own Rank, than forward to reſent. it. 
Pleaſed at what he had heard in-this Family, 


he went to fee Mrs. Marſball, who expreſſed great 


Diſſatisfaction at her Son's Behaviour to her Fa- 


ther; for the old Gentleman took Care to inform 


her of every Expreſſion which in the leaſt deviated 
from that implicit Reverence which he thought 


due to his Age and Experience, without bringing 


into the Account the Provocations the young Gen- 
tleman had received, from the rough Teſtineſs of 


_- his 


9 — « 7 
r 


— 


- oa” 
Soo, 


24a a2 


ny 


„ — DB 7 my, TP 


4 


BETTY BARNES. 147 
his own Humour : For not contented with barely 
telling what was ſaid in the Family. He added 


many opprobrious Terms, and very liberally be- 
ſtowed the Title of Jilt and Strumpet on the inno- 


cent Girl. And on his endeavouring to vindicate 


her, called him a thoughtleſs young Fool, . who if 
he ventured to marry her, after ſo many repeated 
Cautions, deſerved to be hooted at, as » voluntary 


Cuckold. 
As Mr. Marſpall had, out of Regard to his 


Grand-father, mentioned nothing of this in his 
Letter to his Mother, ſhe took it for granted, 


' that he had failed im that Reſpe@ which he owed 


him as a Parent, and fearful of the Confequences, 


' had juſt determined to beg the Aſſiſtance of her 


own and her Son's Friend in the Affair, when he 
paid her this Viſit. | 

The Lady ſoon began on the Subject that lay 
neareſt her Heart, and blamed her Son for his 
Blindneſs to his own Intereſt, and the little Ac- 
count he made of her Peace; « tho' I am fure,” 
ſaid ſhe, the Girl, with whom he i is ſo infatu- 
ated, can never be the vile Creature ſhe is repre- 
ſented, as he is ſo fond of her, yet there muſt cer- 
tainly be ſome Ground for theſe Stories; Some- 
thing or other in her Conduct, that gave the firſt 
Riſe to them; and I ſhould think he but-ill repaid 
the Tenderneſs which I have always: ſhewn him, 
if he runs the Hazard of diſobliging my Father, 
who, he knows, will involve mie in his Diſpleaſure, 
for the trifling Satisfaction he can hope ta meet 
with in a Woman of a coquettith or light Diſpoſi- 
tion.“ But ſuppoſe returned the Gentle- 
man, Billy ſhould have made Choice of one who 


deſerves u Character the reverſe of this, muſt he 
_ bis own Happineſs to humour your Father? 


For 


Father would never forgive me.“ 
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For my. Part, I believe ſhe is much wronged, and 
another Morning ſpent as this has been, will make 
me almoſt the young Spark's Rival myſelf,” 
This Banter, from a Man near ſeventy, a little 
removed the Chagrin of the Lady, who. began to 
- _— by what Means he became acquainted 
with a young Woman who had been to her the 
Cauſe of near fix Years Uneaſineſs; when ſhe 
was informed, that, at her Son's Deſire, he had 
viſited the Miftreſs of the Houſe where ſhe lived, 
it a good Deal removed the Prejudice ſhe had hi- 
therto had againſt her, . ſince ſhe. was certain, that 
her Son had too much Senſe and Gratitude to ſuf- 
fer his Friend and BenefaQor to make himſelf ridi- 
culous, by an Enquiry concerning an infamous 
Woman; but when he had given her an Account 
. of the Succeſs of his Embaſly, and told her the ma- 
oy Things he had heard from the grateful Miſs 
{ſbworth, and the chattering Landlady, in Favour 
of the deſpiſed Girl, ſhe replied with Vivacity, 


„ Would to God he was once married to her, if 


ſhe is in Reality what theſe good People repreſent 
her: but if I ſhould be known to encourage it, my 
The old Gentleman, who was wiſe enough to 

eſteem Happineſs beyond Wealth, both ſor him- 

ſelf and his Friend, catched at theſe Words, and 
replied, that he believed, if that was her Wiſh, 
he could ſoon perſuade her Son to give her Satis- 


faction; but he told her he had ſtill Part of his 


Commiſſion incompleat, and therefore deſigned 
that Evening to pay a Viſit to a Friend, where 
he was ſure of hearing the young Woman's true 
Character, as her Miſtreſs could neither be biaſſed 

by Self- intereſt nor Gratitude, tho? there might 
poſſibly be Somezhing of both to inſſuence thoſe 


who 


ing whether to be very rich, or very happy.” 
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who had given him his Information in theMorning. 


At Length it was agreed between Mrs. Marſball 
and her worthy Friend, that if, on the ſtricteſt 


Examination, there was no other Obje&ion on 


the Side of Miſs Hammond, but the Want of an 
equal Fortune, he ſhould promiſe Mr. Marſball 
his Intereſt to reconcile his other Relations to his 
Choice, and aſſure him of the Continuance of his 
Favour and- Friendſhip, if his Endeavours were 
without Effect. | =p 7 5 

In the Evening this benevolent Man went, as 


he had propoſed, to his Friend's Houſe, and there 
had every Doubt removed of Miſs Hammond's 


Virtue, and, in ſhort, received ſuch an Account 


of her Behaviour, both from that Lady and the 
friendly Mrs. Robinſon, whom ſhe ſent for to do 


Juſtice to the injured Merit of one who had en- 
gaged her Love and Eſteem, that he could not 
forbear being charmed with her Character; and 


therefore in his Anſwer to his Friend, he went a : 


little beyond the Inſtructions he had received from 
his Mother, and even adviſed. him, in a merry 
Way, to get himſelf ſhackled, that he might have 
Nothing to fear, ſince his frequent Quarrels with 
his Grand-father, gave him very little to hope ; 
and added, that he wiſhed Miſs Hammond, by being 
his Wife, might take off the violent Inclination he 
felt, in Spite of the Whiteneſs of his Beard, and the 
Gravntyincident to one of his Years, to become her 


Admirer, from the amiable CharaQter her Friends 
had given him of her uncommon Merit: and at the 


Concluſion of his Epiſtle wrote thus, Take Care, 


young Man, I don't ſee this Beauty before To have 
and to hold ſecures her yours; leſt, as at my Time of 


Life, Affairs of Love will admit of but little Delay, I 
ſhould run away with the l. ady, while you are heſita- 


CHAP. 
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- CHAP. Iv. 


BY Contains wif Suſdicion, Tears, B luſbes, and Re- 


concilement. 


HE Letter Mr. Marſhall ; ME dom bi 
worthy Friend, was favourable beyond his 


_ utmoſt Hopes, and almoſt inſtantaneouſly diſper- 
ſed the anxious Gloom that had ſat on his Fea- 


tures during his Suſpence: He dreaded this Gen- 
tleman's Diſapprobation, and had more than once 
repented his having put his future Fate in his 
Power by promiſing to be ruled by his Advice ; 

but this Sanction to his Love, from one who had 
made himſelf dear to him by repeated AQs of 
Kindneſs, added, if poſſible, double Bliſs to the 


near Proſpe ct of poſſeſſing his charming Girl, who 


had borne a large Share in the Anxiety of her 
Lover, tho' ſhe was unacquainted with its Cauſe. 
He knew his Mother had too much Reſpect 


for the Gentleman who had promiſed to become 


his Advocate, to doubt his Succeſs, and fecure of 
being able to provide for his future Family, far 


above Contempt, even tho? his Grand-father ſhould 


continue irreconcilable, he ſought out his Miſtreſs 
to tell her the delightful News of his having ob- 


' tained his Friend's Approbation of his Love. 
He found her in Tears, reading over a Letter 
ſhe had received from her Friend Miſs Aſhworth, 


which came to her by the fame Poſt which brought 


| her Lover's She, not knowing the Contents, 
had ſhewn it her Father, and as Miſs. Aſ>orth 


had, by Something the old Gentleman undeſigned- 


ly dropt in the Courſe of his 5 1h ee tht 
at 
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that it was in Compliance with Mr. MarſbalPs 
Deſire that he commenced Inquiſitor, ſhe, fearful 
for the Happineſs of her Friend, adviſed her to 
find out the Cauſe of this Examination, and juſt 
hinted, that except it proceeded from ſome Deſign - 

of gaining his Friend's Conſent to his marrying 
her, ſhe thought it a Conduct that a little claſhed 
with the tender Confidence ſhe ſhould wiſh to find 
in a 1 . 

This Suggeſtion, joined to the Melancholy 
which had for ſome Days been viſible in his whole 
Behaviour, alarmed her Fears; but her Father, 
who had, without ſaying any Thing to her, ſeen 
the young Gentleman's Uneaſine's, greatly in- 
creaſed her Pain, by giving it as his Opinion, that 
Mr. Marſhal's Relations had at laſt got the better 
of his Paſſion, and he only waited till he could 
break with her, with ſome Appearance of Juſtice, 
and therefore inſiſted on her peremptorily demand- 

ing the Reaſon of his ſending his Spies after 
her, EY „ 
This Injunction ſhe was endeavouring to bring 
herſelf to obey; and in Order to get rid of the 
tender Ideas that crouded into her Mind, and made 
her too ſoft to act the haughty Beauty, ſhe was 
again reading over her Friend's Epiſtle when be 
entered the Room, and with a Look which ex- 
preſſed the moſt extatick Fondneſs, ſeized one of 
her Hands, crying at the ſame Time, My dear- 
eſt Betſy, we are at laſt permitted to be happy.” 
But the cold forbidding Air ſhe had put on at his 
coming into the Room, and which, loſt in Rap- - 
ture, he did not at firſt obſer ve, now gave a Damp 
to his Spirits: The Letter lay open before her on 
the Table on which ſhe was leaning, and was wet 
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with her Tears; and this, on ſeeing him look to- 
wards it, ſhe haſtily ſnatched up. 


a large one without that Happineſs ; d 
I done to merit this Diſtance ard Reſerve ?” 
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A Behaviour ſo contrary to that open Confidence 
had always been treated, both by 
her and her Father, gave him Senſations very dif- 


ferent from thoſe with which he was inſpired on 


his Entrance, and as he had ſeen enough of the 
Letter to obſerve that it was wrote in a free Hand, 
which does not often happen when the Pen is held 
by a fair one, he concluded, that her Charms had 


made ſome new Conqueſt, and influenced by « the 
Commands of her Father, or the Deſire of im- 


mediate Grandeur, the T ears ſhe had been ſhed- 
ding were cauſcd by the laſt — for Love and 


him. 


This torturing Thought for a Moment kept 
him ſilent; 
good Deal ſoftened, and her Eyes gliſtening with 
a ſtarting Tear, he with the utmoſt Tenderneſs 
of Look and Voice, cried, And is it you, my 
Dear, who treats me coldly, at a Time when my 
fond Heart was — in the Hopes of the moſt 
perteQ Bappineſs? At a Time when I was pleaſ- 
ing myſelf with having it in my Power to ſhew the 


World the high Regard I feel for my charming 


Maid, by chuſing a moderate Fortune with the 


Bleſſing of ſharing it with her, to the Poſſeſſion of 
What have 


«© Nay,” returned Miſs Hammond, © I think ! 
have moſt Reaſon to complain of Reſerve, ſince, 
tho? I only aſked to ſhare your Uncaſineſs, you 
did not think me worthy-to be truſted, You 


| complain of my Want of Confidence ; but wha, 


can I think of your fending your Relation to en 


quire of the Perſon here my Father lodges, con 
cernin 


but on his obſerving her Features a 
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cerning my Conduct? I thought, Sir, you long 


ſince knew, that however low my Birth, I was 


above Diſguiſe. If I know myſelf, I would not 
wiſh Concealment; but to be ſuſpected by you, 


whom I once thought partial in my Favour, 1s, I 
confeſs, more than I can bear with Indifference. 


I will even own,” ſhe continued, bluſhing, ©* that 


T had conceived Hopes of being able to ſooth your 
Cares, but while you keep to yourſelf what gives 
you Pain, I have but little Proſpe& of partaking 


in your Happineſs; It is not the ſharing your For- 
tune were it ever ſo immenſe, that would render 


me happy, if I thought your Heart judged me un- 
worthy of an unreſerved Confidence ; and howe- 


ver unreaſonable the Ambition, no Superiority of 
Condition in the Man who called me his Wife, 
could make me eaſy, if I did not, in his Opinion, 


merit the Title of his Friend: And ſure, if I 


have the leaſt Notion of what conſtitutes that 


Character, it is inconſiſtent with the Concealment 
of the Cauſe of our Diſtreſſes, or ſending others 
to ſuſpe&t our Behaviour. You needed not, Sir, 


indeed you need not be at the Pains of em- 


ploying-your Friends to help you to an Excuſe to 
part with me; for. your Happineſs is too dear 
to me, to give you Reaſon to dread my Re- 
proaches.” | | | 8 

The laſt Words were rendered almoſt inarticu- 


late, by the Burſt of Grief that accompanied them, 


which, in Spite of all ſne could do to hinder it, 
vented itſelf in a violent Fit of Crying. The ten- 


der Lover, unable to bear the Sight of her Tears, _ 


inatched her to his Breaſt, and, with a Softneſs 


that made his Words near as unintelligible as her 
own, cried, You are, my Dear, you are, and 
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ſhall- for ever remain my Friend, the Soother of 
my Cares, and the Delight of my Life. Forgive 
the cruel Reſtraint, which, out of Tenderneſs to 


your Peace, I have been obliged to keep. It was 
not from any Suſpicions of my own, that I ſent 


to your Lodgings 5 for I know your Mind, all ami- 


able as your Perſon, needs no Diſguiſe; but you 
had been vilely traduced to my Grand- father, with 


whom 1 have not Credit ſufficient to be believed 


before a Servant that is but juſt come into his Fa- 
mily. I thought this might give you ſome Con- 
cern, and this was the Reaſon of my concealing it, 
till I could at the ſame Time let you know the 
Calumny was confuted. I am happier than my 
Hopes; your Friends do Juſtice to your Merit, 
and the Gentleman whom I begged to become my 
Advocate with my - Mother, (who was offended 
with me from the Account ſhe received from my 


Grand- father) promiſes me his Protection and Fa- 


vour. Where is your Father? I long to embrace 
and call him mine, ſince when he gives you to my 
Love, he will beſtow more than Life.— I can—I 


will be happy: No Diſappointment, while in the 


Poſſeſſion of my lovely Girl, ſhail make me other- 
wiſe. Away with every Fear; if Lam bleſt with 
your kind Conſent, the future Poſſeſſion of Half 

the World ſhall not bribe me to paſs another Week 


| like the laſt. Were it poſſible to make you this 
Inſtant mine, I ſhould eſteem it the happieſt Mo- 


ment of my Life. | 

During this Speech, Miſs Hammond had diſen- 
gaged herſelf from his Embrace, but he eagerly 
pulled her again to his Boſom, and kiſſed off the 
Tears which a little concealed the tender Joy 
which now ſparkled in her Eyes, This Action 
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covered her with Bluſhes, and ſhe once more got 


looſe, except one of her Hands, which remained 
a e Priſoner between both his. | 


CHAP. V. 


Which will probably be thought fall as entertaining as 
any of the faregoin g. 


W Marſball and his dear Betſy, while in the 

Poſition juſt mentioned, enjoyed a Rapture 
too great for Speech, and of which, I hope, gen- 
tle Reader, thou haſt no Need of Deſcription from 
me to make thee conceive, ſince, if thou haſt 
not a Heart capable of ſuggeſting all I could ſay, 
no. Words of mine can give thee Ideas thou waſt 
not born for. 

It is uncertain how long they would have re- 
mained in this eloquent Silence, if they had not 
been interrupted by Mr. Hammond, who, with a 
Smile of Approbation, reached over Mr. Marſhall's | 
Chair, and ſeized his Daughter's other Hand, ſay- 
ing, 10 Very pretty | mighty pretty I this is Scold- 
ing, Huſley, is it? take but the ſame Method 
to ſhew your Reſentment when you are married, 
2 you'll be the happieſt Man and Wife in Eng- 
and. „ 

This indulgent. Parent had, unperceived by the 
young Folks, who were ſolely engroſſed by an 
Attention to each other, entered the Room in the 
Inſtant when his Daughter's Tenderneſs choaked 
her Voice: he had liſtened to Mr. Marſball's Re- 
ply, and too well recollected what he had himſelf 
felt when young, to be offended at his Tranſport: 
He remembered how happy the Senſibility of his 
7 dear GPs Mother had made him, and could not 
85 £54 H * 2 : find a 
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find in his Heart to diſturb them, till he grew tired 
of watching their Looks : An Employment, which, 
however agreeable to Lovers is apt to be ex- 


tremely dull to thoſe who are in uninfluenced by 
their Enthuſiaſm, 5 Os * 

Mr. Hammond now made ſome Apologies for his 
Suſpicion of the young Gentleman's Honour, and 
told him; that to make him the beft Amends in 
his Power, he gave his Daughter free Leave to 
love him as much better as ſhe could; * tho?,” 
ſays he, © I almoſt think this is but meer Compli- 
ment; for, I. believe, the young Gipſey had not 
kept much of her Heart to beſtow, when the Par- 
ſon gives you her Hand. Nay, nay,” he conti- 
nued, on ſeeing the Blood ſtart up in her Face and 


Neck, What does the Girl colour for? there 


is no Crime, that I know of, in loving a worthy 
Man ; but, I ſuppoſe, you muſt a& coyly, be- 
- cauſe it is the Faſhion, Now, let's ſee how pret- 


tily you can bluſh when I tell you, I expect you 
to bring me a chopping Boy to 'Town next 


Thurſday come nine Months; for pofitively Tl 
wait no longer to be made a Grandfather. We 
can get a Ring and a Licence at the next Market 
Town, and I'll ride myſelf to fetch them rather 


than be diſappointed in what I have ſet my Heart 


upon. T0 ou. 
The young I. over now again Seen catched 
hold of his Miſtreſs's Hand, which he had drop- 


ped at the firſt Sound of her Father's. V oĩce , and 


eried, What means my Dear by this Silence? 


Is not all my Tenderneſs ſufficient, to make you 


wiſh to render me. compleatly buggy: PF. Then 
turning to her Father, he cried, © O Sir, why 


need we ſtay till Thurſday * Why not 'To-mor- 


row?” © Nay, for that Matter,“ returned the 
rs . e 
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old Gentleman, I fancy Betty will think that 
Warning little enough. Theſe Women, Mr. 
Marſhall, muſt have their Way: They always 
pretend ReluQtance to what they have moſt Mind 
to. I remember my poor Wife made me ſtay 
almoſt a Week longer than I liked, under the 
Pretence of having a new Gown made, which [I 
told her, I thought quite Nonſenſe, fince I ſhould 
be glad when ſhe pulled it off, tho' it made her 
look ever ſo handſome. 

The continued good Humour of the old Man, 
by Degrees, diſſipated the Confuſion-of his Daugh- 
ter, who, influenced as ſhe was by the moſt live- 
ly Tenderneſs, could not think of the near Ap- 
proach of her Happineſs, without being ſeized 
with Apprehenſions, that made her more than 
commonly ſerious. She dreaded the, Diſapproba- 
tion of her Lover's Mother, whom ſhe thought of 
in no very amiable Light. She even imagined it 
might poſſibly take off ſome Part of Mr. Marſball's 
 Tenderneſs, if he ſhould conſider her as the Cauſe 
of his being confined to narrower Circumſtances, 
thay he would have been, had he never known 

SIP p | 

Theſe painful Ideas crowded into her Mind, 
and, together, with the ſolemn Thoughts of the 
State into which ſhe was about to enter, being ir- 
revocable for Life, gave a Gravity to her Fea- 

ures, that needed all her Father's Alertneſs to 
diſperſe; however; recovering herſeif, ſhe told 

her Father and Eover, that if they approved of it, 
ſhe ſhould be glad to have the awful Ceremony 
deferred till ſhe ſhould have ſome Friend of her 
own Sex to accompany her. Why aye,” re- 
plied the Father, that's but reaſonable: I fup- - 

n „„ pole - 
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poſe you'd loſe Half your Happineſs, if you had 


not ſomebody to talk of it to. Methinks I'd be 


glad to hear the Converſation of a new married 
Woman to her Friend.” I'm ſure, Sir,” return- 
ed Miſs Hammond, you ſeem inclined not to loſe 


your Jeſt, let who will bluſh for it. I could wiſh 


you would be for a Moment ſerious, and not to 
. teize one ſo, I don't know that I ever gave you 
any Reaſon to ſuſpeA my being of ſuch a tattling 
Diſpoſition ; but, I own, I ſhould be glad not to 
be quite alone: One ſhall be fo ſtared at in a 
Country Place | If you will not agree to let me 
go to Town, where I could have Miſs Aſbwortb to 
keep me in Countenance, ſuffer me to go to — 


Aunt's. I dare ſay, Mr. Marſball will not deſpiſe 


the Poverty of my Relations.“ 
This was a little objected to by the Lover, as 
he was told he muſt take a Journey of near ſeven- 
ty Miles before he could be put in Poſſeſſion of his 
lovely Miſtreſs; but, on her promiſing to be his 
in two Days after ſne came to her Aunt's, he con- 


OO” 8 | 
The Father now went to provide for their Jour- 


ney, leaving Mr. Marſball and his dear Betſy once 
more to the Enjoyment of each other's Compa- 
ny. The Converſation, on the Side of the Gen- 
tleman, was carried on with much Faſe and 
Sprightlineſs, but Miſs Betſy ſeemed loſt in 


Thought; and ſhe could not help feeling ſome 


Concern at her having a new Enemy. This the 
apprehenſive Lover complained of in the tendereſt 
Terms, as an Injury to the Delights of Love; 
© Let us not, my Dear,” ſays he, make our- 
ſelves unhappy, when the kind Care of Providence 
has been ſo remarkably employed in our Fayour. 
If the mean Wretch had not belied ape at 
; 1 ee 


— 
. 


—_— ' 


BEBE FIYx BARNES. 153 
I ſhould not have had the Pleaſure of my .Uncle's 
Conſent, or the Hopes of ſoon being reconciled 
to my Mother.” But ſuppoſe,” returned Miſs 
Hammond, *©* theſe Hopes ſhould fail, how can 1 
look on myſelf in any other Light, than as the 
| Deſtroyer of your Peace? A Conſideration that, 
I confeſs, gives a Damp to all my Proſpects. I 
can hardly form in my Mind an Idea of greater 
Miſery than I ſhould feel, if the Diſlike of your 
Relations ſhould make you grow leſs tender. 
Sir, my Heart overflows with Gratitude, when 1 
recolle t the many "Inſtances of your Affection.“ 
And mine with Joy,” returned Mr. Marſball, 
« that it is in my Power to give you ten thouſand 
more. My Mother, my Dear, may at firſt be a 
little diſpleaſed; but, I am very ſure, ſhe has too 
much Juſtice, as well as Tenderneſs for me, to 
deſire me to love you leſs. A vain Defire, that 
not all the Powers of Earth, or Hell united, would 
be able to accompliſh, and which, I am ſure, will 
never be attempted by any, influenced by Beings 
of ſuperior Strength. I am ſorry, my Dear, to 
ſee you prejudiced againſt my Mather, you never 
mention. her without loſing Something of that 
agreeable Sweetneſs that conſtitutes my Happineſs ; 
yet, in Spite ot this Prepoſſeſſion, I promiſe 
myſelf no inconſiderable Share of Delight, in 

beholding the warmeſt Tenderneſs betwixt .you. 
 Tflatter myſelf, that my charming Girl will not, 
on her Side, diſappoint my Hopes, and, I think, I 
can anſwer for my dear Mother, who has been 
more to me than a common Parent,” | | 
. As this was ſpoke with rather more Gravity 


than was common for the young Gentleman to af- 
fume, Miſs Hammond reſolved to conquer her own 


Melancholy, left he ſhould ſuſpe& it proceeded 
| Fe, H 5 | from 
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from a Suſpicion of him, and replied, with inex- 
preſſible Sweetneſfs, You need not be afraid of 
me; I have only to conſider her as the Cauſe of my 
Happineſs, by giving you Life, to make me forget 
whatever concerned myſelf, before the happy Pe- 
riod that makes me your's. I never knew the fond 
Endearments of a Mother, and I ſhall be bleſſed 
beyond Expreſſion, to find in your's that tender 
Relation. Yet ] don't know how it is, I have an 
Awe on my Spirits, whenever I think of her; I 
wiſh, yet dread, to ſee her; and though I ſhall 
never be compleatly happy till ſhe' condeſcerds to 


_ "own and forgive me; yet, I verily believe, were 


I this Inſtant ſure ſhe came where I was with that 
Deſign, I ſhould not be able to. prevail on myſclf 
to ſee her, Whether it is, that I have long con- 
ſidered her as the Miſtreſs of my Fate, or the high 
Character I have heard of her Wiſdom and Pru- 
| dence, gives me this timid Awe, I know not; but 
ſurely, there muſt be Something more than Fancy 
in this Fear. My very Sleep is not free from it: 
I dreamed a few Nights ago, while my Mind was 
diſturbed with your Uneaſineſs, that you led your 
Mother into the Room where I was ; ſhe accoſted 
me in a Manner that terrified me to the laſt Degree, 
and I was ſo oppreſſed that I ſunk Cown before her; 
when inſtantly ſhe vaniſhed from my Sight, and 1 
beheld in her Room a bright Being, who aſſumed 
the Title of my Guardian Angel; for whom I felt 
the moſt extatick Gratitude, I waked in a tumul- 
tuous Kind of Rapture that ſeemed to partake 
equally of Pleaſure and Pain, and have ſince been 
weak enough to fancy my Dream was near its Ac- 
compliſhment, by your having complied with the 
Views cf your Friends, and leaving me to a Fate 
- that 
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that would quickly make me paſt Relief from any 
below the Sky“ 

Mr. Marſbal rallied bis Miſtreſs on her whimſi- 
cal Viſion, and told her it was high Time ſhe was 
married, ſince ſhe was grown old enough to be ſu- 
perſtitious. I ſhall, if I don't take Care,” ſaid 
he, © have one of your etherial Viſitants com- 
mence my Rival, and 1 don't know but there may 
be as much Danger in a ſtarry Tiara and expand- 
ed Wings, as in the ſmarteſt Toupee, or the moſt 
enchanting Sword-Knot.” He had juſt laughed 
away her Gravity, when her Father came in, and 
with ſerio-comic Face aſked him, if he was not 
aſhamed to let a Man of his Years buſtle for him, 
whilſt he fat lazily at Home and did nothing. 
«© Here,” ſays he, © is a Padlock that coſt me 

eleven Shillings. Pm ſure, tho' I was a poor 
Man, when I was young I gave two and twenty | 
Shillings for one for my Betty; but I have heard 
Madam there ſay, that when being in the Faſhion 
is attended with no more Expence than being out 
of it, it is Nonſenſe to be ſingular, ſo I took the 
Shopkeeper's Advice; who, by the Way, is a 
ſneering Raſcal, and wiſhed: me Joy of the young 
Lady. For my Part, I did not know it was unu- 
ſual for. the Girl's Parents to provide the Ring, 
and therefore if I have committed a Blunder, you 
_ muſt forgive me. I thought we ſhould hardly get 
one at Siſter's, and happening to have one in my 
Pocket, which I knew juſt fitted my Daughter, and 
which 1 keep in Memory of a Friend, tho? I can't 
wear it, I thought it the beſt Way to be provided, 
If you won't have it, Þll lay it by, and perhaps 
one Time or other I may play the Fool, and make 
Uſe of it myſelf,” _ 
is 
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His Daughter s Checks glowed at the Sight of 

the Ring; but he put an Pad to her Bluſhes and 
Confuſion, by giving her Employment. It was 
now near Night, and they were to ſet out early 

next Morning for the Village of her Aunt. Thus 
While ſhe thought ſhe gained Time, by prevailing 
with her Lover and Father to be contented with 
her promiſing her Hand in two Days after her Ar- 
rival at her Aunt's, ſhe rather haſtened the Day 
ſhe could not think of without an Awe that made 
her wiſh it removed to a greater Diſtance. 


CHAP. VI. 


W hich: reaches till the M orning of Fu Day 3 gave 
ey Hammond 4 new Name, and new Ideas. | 


TR. Hammond and his Deughtt# went in a 
Chaiſe, and Mr. Marſball rode his own 
Horſe, which had brought him from - his Grandfa- 
ther's, and without meeting with any Thing extra- 
ordinary on the Road, they got ſafe to their Jour- 
ney's End about Noon the ſecond Day after they ſet 
out; for as it was Saturday, the old Gentleman 
drove at a furious Rate, ſaying, if they did not get 
Time enough to ſend for Proviſion that Night, they 
ſhould have but a poor Wedding Dinner, ſince he 
- ſhould take his Daughter at her Word, and make a 
Wife of her the following Tueſday. The Lover 
ſhewed great Satisfaction at this unexpected Anti- 
cipation of his Happineſs; but the young Lady ſo 
ſtrenuouſly inſiſted on his waiting till the Day firſt 
appointed by her Father, that he was obliged to 
ſubmit. 
As the Houſe cf Mr. 8 Nephew Was 


at the Entrance 4 the Village, they choſe to a- 
| light 
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light there; this was very agreeable to Miſs Ham- 
mond, as ſhe intended, if her Father would conſent 
to it, to keep the Affair of her Marriage from her 
Aunt, who had given her many Proofs of her ut- 
ter Inability to keep a Secret, till the very Day in 
which the was to be made a Wife. To this her 
Father eaſily conſented ; for the good old Man 
needed no new Information to aflure him of the 
Loquacity of his Siſter, and did not find any 
Thing unreaſonable in her Deſire of not bei ing 
made the Talk of a whole Pariſn. 

It has been already mentioned, that the firſt 
Sight of the young Woman who was now become 
the Couſin ef our Heroine, had inſpired” her with 
ſtrong Sentiments in her Favour, and the pleaſing 
Reflection of having, in a great Meaſure, contri- 
buted to the Happineſs of this young Creature, 
Vhom ſhe now beheld the contented Miſtreſs of a 
well furniſhed Cot,” gave ber benevolent Heart 
great Satisfaction: This Satisfaction inſpired her 
with Confidence; but her Father was a Stranger 
to this Motive of her Good-will to his Ne phew's 
Wife, and could not help expreſſing ſome Aſtoniſh- 
ment at the quick Progrefs'of her Affection; for 
ſhe told him of her deſigning to make her her 
Confident, as ſhe was ſure ſhe might ſafely truſt 
her. To this Houſe Mr. Hammond himſelf fetched 
his Siſter. The good Woman had now loſt all 
her Fears of her Niece's betraying ber Boy, as 
ſhe till called him, and had not the Preſence of 
the fine young Gentleman, which was the Title 
ſhe gave Mr, Marſball, kept her in a great Mea- 
ſure filent, in all Probability, their Ears would 
have been regaled with a tedious Journal of the 
minute Tranſactions of a Village Harveſt, or the 
| Jabbering 
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jabbering Aim at Words of her little Grandſon, an 


Infant of twenty Months old; fer as this poor 
Woman had not a Head capable of retaining. her 
Ideas, and was unwilling any Thing ſhould be 
Joſt, ſhe took Care to pour forth, in a Volley of 
Words, whatever gave her Delight or Grief, 


As Mr. Hammond's Siſter had; in her little Cot- b 


tage, a ſmall Room which aſeended by one Step 
from that Part of the Building, which in the 
Country is called the: Houſe, tho? it would in 
Fre bear only the Denomination of the Kitch- 
' ſhe kindly. offered the Uſe of it to her Bro- 

ther and his Friend, her Niece chuſing to ſtay at 
her Son's, « This they accepted, the old Gentle- 
man ſaying with a Smile, that he fancied Mr. 
Marſhall would be ſoon weary of lying in a Cab- 
bin with an old Sailor, and obliquely hinted, that 


' he might make a Shift for five Nights with the 
Company of an old Man, in Hopes « of being made | 


Amends the-ſixth. © . 
This Hint would cerglaly have been npder ood 
by the old Woman, if ſhe had obſerved the Com- 
plexion of the young Lady, who ran haſtily into 


4 little neat Apartment deſigned for her Bed-cham- 


ber, to avoid her Father's Raillery, and the old 


Woman made Haſte Home to prepare for the Re- 


| a of her Brother. 


The good Woman of the Houſe hats they 


now were, was acquainted with the Circumſtances 
of her Gueſts, and when the old Gentleman went 
into the Town to ſee ſome of his Friends, very 


. kindly left the young Couple to themſelves, who 


needed not either elegant Furniture, or ſpacious 
Apartments, to render them happy: to Mr, Mar- 


| feall theſe low Scenes were perfeftly new, and no 
Arcadian 


— 
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 Arcadian Swain ever felt more Delight than he ex- 
perienced, when the Charmer of his Heart ſaid, in 
the ſofteſt Voice, on his eagerly kiſſing her Hand, | 
after her Couſin went out of the Room, ©* How, 
Sir, ſhall I expreſs my Gratitude for your Conde- 
ſcenſion and - Tenderneſs? Forgive me, if Words 
cannot do Juſtice to my throbbing Heart. An Al- 
liance with theſe poor People will, perhaps, ex- 
poſe you to the Scorn of the World, yet you ſeem 
as well pleaſed as you could be, were this Ce ottage 
a a ſtately Edifice, and the happy Maid, who is 
ſoon to be honoured with your ame, could give 
you as much Honour as ſhe will receive by being 
yours.” © Why, my Dear,” he returned, © in 
my Opinion you will give me more. Do Yoneliink | 
] ſhall not feel more. Pleaſure in congratulating my- 
ſelf on my own Diſcernment, in diſtinguiſhing your 
Charms in their native Dreſs of Innocence, than 
| could poſſibly receive from the warmeſt Salutati- 
ons of Friends, who often wiſh us Joy, when we 
really” want Condolement ? If Honour is to be 
_ purchaſed by Wealth, and has no Seat in the Mind, 
I deſpiſe the Phantom: : Self- approbation is the 
higheſt Happineſs: of a reaſonable Being: Thie 
Satisfaction, my deareſt Betſey's Tenderneſs will 
daily give me. I never was fond of the Glare of 
Life ; this humble Cottage, and the Rank of its 
fahabitants, would render me happier, while in 
the Poſſeſſion of a brighter Jewel than is to be 
found in Courts, than the Riches, of both the In- 
dies, Wealth appears to me in a very trifling 
Light, except when it is conſidered as gving us 
the Power to diffuſe the Bleffings of Providence 
around us. It is only on that Account I envy the 
Rich, aud it is in your Power amply to make me 
| | | | Amends 
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Amends for any Loſs I may poſlibly ſuffer. The 
Happineſs, the exquiſite Happineſs of one dear Ob- 
je ct, will largely recompence me for the Delight I 
ſhould receive, in giving it in a lefſer Degree to 
Numbers. O, my Dear!“ he continued, fondly 
embracing her, let me but ſee you bleſſed, bleſ- 
ſed as my tranſported Heart wiſhes you, and able 
to conſider myſelf as the Cauſe of this Felicity, 
and my Imagination will have on this Side the 
Grave nothing left to wiſh for.? 

The tender Gratitude which now ſparkled from 
ber Eyes, and hindered her from conſidering, that 
ſhe was faſt locked in her Lover's Arms, gave 
ſuch an inexpreſſible Sweetneſs to her Countenance, 
- that Mr. Marſball, at that Inſtant, enjoyed the rap- 


turous Senſations he had been deſcribing; but Miſs 


Betſey abaſhed, as ſoon. as ſhe recollected her Situ- 
ation, broke from him with Pree pitation: And 
tho' ſhe was not angry enough to have much 
Fierceneſs in her Look, ſhe had a Colour that 
gave her chiding Accents not a Httle the Appear- 

ance of Paſſion: Probably it might be the Sight 
of her. Couſin; who puſhed the Door alittle open, 
and immediately retired from it, that bad height- 
ened her Complexion, and rendered her Voice leſs 


barmonious than it had been a few Minutes be- 


fore. The Lover, however, ſo well profitted by 
her Remonſtrances, that he gave no new Shock 
to her Delicacy, but ſuffered his Eyes only to in- 
form her of the Sentiments of his Heart; and, to 
ſay the Truth, the had now learnt this Sort of 
Language to ſuch Perfection, that ſne was able to 
return very brilliant Repartees to all they faid to 
© — v70 13 
In this engaging Converſation they paſſed ſome 
Part of every Day till the Arrival of that which 
| | | put 
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put an End to her Bluſhing and Chiding at little 
Freedoms, by giving him an undoubted Right to 
the . 05 

This awful Day at length came, and with it a 
thouſand tender Solicitudes. The- irrevocable 
Words, Till Death, which Miſs Hammond had 
read in her Prayer-Book the Evening before,. gave 
a ſolemn Turn to her Features, which all her Lo- 
ver's Entreaties could not diſpel. Indeed, in 
Spight of the old Man's Banters, he himſelf was 
rather ſerious than otherwiſe, and they breakfafted 
with a Gravity that might almoſt be called dull: 

The young Lady not daring to lift her Eyes from 
her Tea-Cup, which ſhe had applied ſeveral Times 
to. her Lips after it was empty, and which ſhe 
could ſcarce hold in ber tremblirg Hand, while the 
almoſt Bridegroom, was either too happy, or too 
thoughtful to be able to eat. The Company of 
her Father would, perhaps, have been now wel- 
come ; but he choſe, as he did not love Tea, this 
Opportunity to acquaint his Siſter, that ſhe muſt 
prepare to attend her Niece to Church, and was, 
during this filent Scene, drinking a Can of Flip 
in the good Woman's Kitchen, a Liquor he great- 
ly preferred to any produced at the Tea-table, 
which he, in Deriſion, called Scandal Broth. | 


R 7. CHAP. VII. 4 
41 | - The Events of a N. edding Dey. 5 
MAR. Hammond, when he told his Siſter that 
VV this was deſigned for Betty's Wedding-Day, 
adviſed her to rig immediately; but the poor 
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Woman"; s Heart was too full of the future Glenn 
deur of her Family to think of dreſſing, till ſhe 
had told her next Door Neighbour, of the fine 
young Gentleman's being ſoon to be her Nephew, 
This was done indeed under the Seal of Secrecy; 
but I don't know how it happened, the honeſt 


People were ſo extremely devout, that the Church 
Door was no ſooner opened, than it contained a 


pretty numerous Congregation, even almoſt all 
the Females in the Pariſh, with fuch of the Men 
whoſe daily Labour had not employed them at a 
Diſtance, before the Secret got Vent. 

Mr. Marſball and his bluſhing trembling Bride, 
waited ſome Time after they had breakfaſted for 
Mr. Hammond and his Siſter : And the Gentleman 
began to. be a little impatient when they entered ; 
the old Man crying, Why, ſure we have mi iſta⸗ 
ken the Day of the Week; for I have not ſeen a 


_ ſingle Soul all the Way from Siſter's, but two or 

three little Children.“ His Daughter was far 
from being di ſpleaſed at this Intelligence, as ſhe 
thought it a Proof of the good People's being un- 

acquainted with her Circumſtances, aud ſecure of 


not being ſtared at, ſhe ſet forward with her Fa- 


ther, Aunt, and dear Lover, with an Appearance 


of more Courage than her Silence at Breakfaſt had 


promiſed. 
ö A, ſhort Walk brought th6n to Church; but 
the Sight of ſeveral People in the Porch, before 
ſhe entered it, made her think ſhe ſhould have 
more Witneſſes to the Soferanity of her. Engage- 


ments than ſhe deſired, and as ſhe went thro? the 
Iſle; the Buzz of Approbation perfectly confound- 


ed her. However ſhe: went through the awful 


Ceremony, eng * many Eyes that 
2 SS 3 | 3 7, 1 | gazed 
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zazed at her, with a Seriouſneſs that kept her 
from conſidering the Numbers round her, by. 
fixing her Thoughts on a Being that threw 
them infinitely below her Notice : But on her 
riſing from her Knees, her Bluſhes and Diffi- 
dence returned, which Mr Marſball obſerving, 
he, with a Look that tended to inſpire Confi- 
dence, as it ſhewed the extremeſt Satisfaction of 
Heart, begged of her not to leſſen his Joy by 
any Appearance of Uneaſineſs. This was ſpoke 
in a Jow Whiſper; but as it was accompanied 
with a tender Preſſure of one of her Hands, it 
rather heightened than allayed her Bluſhes. 
The honeſt Country People ſeemed” in no 

great Haſte to depart, tho? the Prieſt had given 
the accuſtomed Bleſſing, and had delivered his 
Habiliments of Innocence into the Hands of the 
Sexton's Wife; and therefore the good Man, 
who had taken Notice of the Bride's Complex» 
jon, invited the new married Pair to retire 
with him to the Parſonage-houſe; at the ſame 
Time. profeſſing himſelf greatly pleaſed at the 
_ devout Deportment of the young 2 5 
This Invitation they gladly accepted, and 
were conducted, together with Mr. Hammond and 
his Siſter, by a Door that opened. cloſe to the 
Doctor's Houſe, from the Sight of the expect- 
ing Crowd, who, in loud Murmurs, expreſſed 
their Diſ appointment. 133 
The worthy Clergyman, as foon as his Gueſts 
were ſeated in his Parlour, apologized for the un- 
mannered Admiration of his Pariſhioners; ſaying, 
that the poor Folks were a Set of honeſt well-mean- 
ing People, who, by the Lowneſs of their Station, 
were kept from a Poſlibility of knowing an 
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bare-faced Flattery, we 
Examination, that it is more the Manner, than 


ſence. of the 1 sern kept Mr. Hammond 
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. hing of the little Delicacies that muſt affed the 
Heart of a young Lady at receiving ſuch a rough 


Tribute of Praiſe: “ but,“ continued the Doctor 
with a Smile, * I know not whether I ought now 
to praiſe or blame them, ſince. they have ſhewn as 


much Judgment by their Applauſe, as Want of 


Breeding in the Expreſſion of it.“ 
As this Gentleman's Compliment had more De- 
licacy than the Sweet Creature] handſome 


Laſs | charming Couple ? which had rebounded. 


through the Iſle, the Bride felt no extraordinary 


Uneaſineſs; and, indecd, I am apt to think, that 


whatever Court we may pay to our own Humility, 
by attributing to that oy cur Diſlike of 
all generally find, upon 


the Matter, that gives us Diſguſt. 
As ſoon as the good People were diſperſed, the 


Doctor attended his Gueſts to the Cottage of the 


young Countryman, where an Entertainment was 
provided on the joyful Occaſion, that much bet- 
ter ſuited the Circumſtances of the Bridegroom, 
than the Mud Walls, or homely Furniture, of 


the Edifice in which they feaſted. This had been 


the joint Care of Mr. Hammond and his Niece; 


and indeed the young Woman ſhewed, by her 
| Conduct on this Occaſion, that ſhe was able to act 


in a much higher Sphere than that in which ſhe 


was placed, ſince, by I know not what Fatality, 
Ladies, in what: they are pleaſed to call high Life, 
eſteem the Diſpoſition of their Diſhes, or rather 


Plates, a Criterion of the Fee, of their 


Taſtes. 


Mr. "Marſball and his charming Bride ſpent the 
Day in the moſt agreeable Manner; for the Pre- 
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from diverting himſelf and Company, at the Ex- 
pence of his Daughter's Bluſnes, as he conſtantly 
put a Stop to the firſt Appearance of any Inuendo 


or Alluſion that might give her Offence. . 
It was on this Account that Mrs. Marshall had 


begged her Father to invite the Doctor; for ſne 


dreaded his Jeſts. But however agreeably the Day 
was ſpent, Mr. Marshall, very probably, thought it 


| a long one, ſince he was obſerved frequently to 
contemplate his Watch, as it drew near its Cloſe, - 
and made not the leaſt Objection to the worthy 


Miniſter's Panegvrick on early Hours. The young 
Lady indeed was ſo diverted by the Doctor's Com- 
pany, that ſhe expreſſed ſome Surprize, when ſne 
was reminded by her Aunt and Couſin, that it was 


near ten o'Clock; but there was no diſputing 


againſt occular Demonſtration, which ſhe received 
immediately by Mr, Marsball's holding his Watch, 


which was at that Time in his Hand, full in her 


View, Perhaps ſhe would have ſtill invented ſome 
Excuſe to have prolonged the Time of her retir- 
ing; but as the Clergyman only ſtayed for the fi- 
niſhing the Bowl, which now pretty plainly ſhew- 
ed its Bottom, ſhe obeyed her Father's Commands, 
and withdrew with her Couſin, _ | 

Mr. Marsball, after the Departure of his Bride, 
plied the Glaſs pretty briſkly, and the Doctor 


taking his Leave, he followed her, notwithſtanding 


the Importunity of his Father-in-law, who, as he 
had already got too much Liquor, wanted more, 
and very liberally beſtowed the Title of freſh-wa- 
ter-Spark, and Milk-ſop, on his new Son; for no. 
other Reaſon, but his preferring the Charms of an 
amiable young Woman, to the ſwiniſh Pleaſure of 
kvilling. But fince I have brought my young 
. : 3 Couple 
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Couple to a Place where they neither wanted Wit- 
neſſes of their Behaviour, nor Sharers in their Sa- 
tisfaction, I think good Manners oblige me to 
withdraw ; eſpecially, as in this enquiring Age, 
there is no Want of Authors who have ſuch Com- 
plaiſance for the luſcious Imagination of their 
Readers, as rudely to throw back the Curtains, 


CHAP: VIII 
The Guilty need no Accuſer. 


ARLY the next Morning they were diſturb- 
ed by the Muſick of the neighbouring Bel- 
fry, the young Fellows of the Village giving them 
voluntarily, in Return for the Generoſity of the 
preceding Day, the utmoſt Exhibition of their Art. 
This, tho? vaſtly preferable to the noiſy Salutati- 
on they might have expected on ſuch an Occaſion 
in Town, was far from being pleaſing to Mrs, 
Marſhall, who was too happy to be capable of Oſ- 
tentation, and would perhaps have been glad, for 
a few Days, to have eſcaped all Obſervation. Her 
Father indeed was ſo fick with his laſt Night's De- 
bauch, that he gave her not the leaſt Cauſe of 
Complaint, tho', in Compliance with the young 
Couple's Perſuaſions, he breakfaſted with them on 
Coffee. Le. 5 

This happy Company were juſt riſen from 
Breakfaſt, when Mr. Hammond's Nephew, the 


Maſter of the Houſe, returned to the Room he had 


juſt left, with Eyes ſtaring, Knees trembling, and 
all the Signs of Affright and Terror, crying out, 
as he entered, O God, I'm undone '' This 
Exclamation was inſtantly explained to Mrs. Mar- 


ball, by the Arrival of her Spouſe's Servant, who | 
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was himſelf too much embarraſſed, in Regard to 


had ran from him'into the Houſe, on his enquiring 
for Mr. Marsball. 


his own Behaviour, to take Notice of the Man who 


This Fellow had without Mrs. MarshalPs 


1 been ſent for by his Maſter, at the 
is writing to his Mother, and that Gen- 


attend his coming, had left Orders for him to fol- 


low them. His Preſence therefore in a Moment 


changed the delightful Serenity they juſt before 


enjoyed, into the ſtrangeſt Confuſion. The 
Countryman, notwithſtanding his Fright, had the 


Preſence of Mind to flip out of Sight, and his hu- 


mane Kinſwoman immediately followed, and, by 
her Aſſurances of Concealment, a little recovered 
him from his "Terror. 

The Wife did not ſee her Huſband come in, 
as ſhe was employed in the Yard at the Time 
when he entered ; but on her Return into the 


Houle, ſhe ſaw the Door of the little Apartment, 


which had been her Gueſt's Bride-chamber, 
ſhut with great Violence, and heard her Huſband 


ſay in a Voice of Entreaty, Oh ſpare my Life, 


“ for it is in your Power.” Her Surprize hin- 
dered her from ſpeaking, but ſhe gave a violent 
Scream, and dropped down Senſeleſss. 


The Noiſe of the Fall alarmed Mr. Marſball, 


and he haſtily ran to the Door he had ſeen his 
Wife enter, followed by the Man who had been 


the Cauſe of all this Confuſion. He called aloud, 


and inſiſted on his new Kinſman or his Wife's 


opening the Door ; but this neither thought pro- 


per to do, as they heard'the Footſteps of more 


than himſelf come to it. As for the poor Fel- 


low, his Guilt made him think that he was pur- 


ſued 


\/ 
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ſued by the Officers of Juſtice, and his Fears 
multiplied the Number to at leaſt Half a Dozen, 


Mr. Marcha/l was extremely perplexed, and in 


Reality it had but an odd Appearance for a young 


Woman to ſhut herſelf up in a Bed-chamber with 
a hale young Fellow, and deny her Huſband Ad- 


mittance; however ſhe at laſt recollected herſelf 


enough to deſire her Spouſe to ſend his Servant to 


call her Couſin, for her Huſband was extremely 
ill. The Fellow hearing what ſhe ſaid, waited 
not for Orders; but ran to the Back-part of the 


Houſe, and Mrs. Marshall, in a low Whiſper, beg- 


ged her Spouſe to keep him out of Sight. 
The poor Wife was now come to herſelf, and 
as ſhe had heard of her Huſband's Illneſs, needed 
no Call to be brought to his Aſſiſtance ; but with 
her returned the Servant, and at laſt Mr. Mar- 
ſhall having diſpatched the Fellow, under Pretence 
of ſending him to ſee after his Horſe, was ſuffered 


to come into his Wife's Apartment. Here he 


found his Kinſman as pale as Aſhes, who, the Mo- 
ment he ſaw him, begged that he would take Pi- 
ty on his innocent Wife and Family, and not be 
his Ruin; all the Amends in my Power,” ſaid the 
poor Man, my Couſin knows, I was willing 


to make before.” The young Gentleman's Sur- 


Prize increaſed by every Word he ſpoke, and had 
he not been relieved by his Bride's ſaying, that ſhe 
was ſure Mr. Marsball would not hurt him, I 
know not to what Length his Suſpicions might 
have carried him : Certain it is, that both himſelf 
and the affrighted Wife were greatly at a Loſs to 


account for the young Fellow's Terrors. Howe- 


ver, the Lady undcrtook the Taſk of ſatisfying 
her Spouſe, while the poor Man did the ſame by 
bis aſtoniſhed Wife; ; i- (4 51h 5. Mn 
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Mrs. Marsball had before told her Spouſe of the 
| Robbery; but had as much as poſſible avoided giv- 
ing any particular Account of the intended Rape, 
as her Delicacy made hes think the leaſt Rudeneſs 
a Kind of Sully on her Perſon, and ſhe now avoid- 
ed it Out of Tenderneſs to the affrighted Fellow, 
as ſhe thought it might poſſibly deprive him of her, 
Huſband's „ and make him unwilling to 
ſcreen him from the Puniſhment due to ſuch com- 
plicated Guilt. „%% | 
"Mr. Hammond was, during this odd Scene, at 
his Siſter's, and Mrs. Mar, ball deſired that the 
whole Affair might be kept from his Knowledge; 
but how to ſilence the Suſpicion of the Servant, 
a good Deal perplexed her. At length it was 
agreed, that Mrs. Marshall ſhould give him the 
Sum he had been robbed of, without taking any 
Natice of what had paſſed, and ſend him directly 
toTown, with ſome neceſſaryOrders to her Friend 
_ Miſs Aſbwortb. gs | 
The poor Country-man, thus relieved from his 
Fears, expreſſed the warmeſt Gratitude, while 
his affectionate Wife had no other Language than 
Sobs and Tears, which ſhe poured forth in great 
Profuſion over her little Infants ; For the honeſt 
Creature felt as much Pain from the Knowledge 
of her Huſband's Guilt, as Joy at his Eſcape from 
Puniſhment. All that both Mr. and Mrs. Mar- 
ball could ſay*was ineffeQual to appeaſe her a con- 
ſiderable Time: She ſtill dreaded the Servant 
would one Time or other hetray him; but at 
laſt, what the Conſolation of her Friends could 
not do, was brought about by the poor Delin- 
quent himſelf's attempting to ſooth her, and by 
his Promiſe of acting for the future with the 
. I : ſtricteſt 
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ſtricteſt Jeſlice : But what greatly added to ihe 
- Efteem which the new-married Couple had alrea- 


dy conceived for this young Woman, was her 


earneſt Entreaties to her Huſband, to reſtore to 
the Man what had been taken from him. I had 
rather,” ſays ſhe, © part with all we have, than 
keep what is not our own, and I am ſure, we 
can't expect any Bleſſing while we enjoy what an- 
other has a Right to. I now ſee the Meaning of 
our ill Succeſs Shes firſt were we married, when 
the Money went away we knew not how: ” (This 
was at the Time when the Accomplice in the 
Robbery was maintained in Priſon,) “ and our 
proſpering ſince, believe is more owing to our 
being thought of by my Uncle and Couſin, than 
any Thing elſe: For my Share, I dread their 


leaving us. Do, for God's Sake, Thomas, let the 
honeſt Man have his Money. yen ſell my Houſ- 


hold Goods with all my Heart, if we can't make 


up the Money without, and J am ſure, on ſuch 


an Occaſion,- my Couſin here won't be diſpleaſed 
at my parting with the Necklace which her Fa- 


ther gave my little Betty, which tho? I value more 
for its being his Gift than for its being Gold, 


I will never let her wear till the poor Man is 


ſatisfied.” This Speech gave Mrs Marſhall a 


great Opinion of the genuine Honeſty of the 
Woman; for ſhe had often ſeen her Face glow 


With Pleaſure, when any of the Neighbours had 
5 taken Notice of her little Girl's Finery. 


The Huſband made no Anſwer to his Wife's 
Requeſt ; but went immediately to a Place where 
they kept Wood for Fuel, and brought out the 


very Bag of which he had robbed the Servant, 
_ the whole of its Conter ts, * two Guineas 


which 


that a 
by the truely good as meriting Encouragement, 
nearly as much as having never deviated.from it; 
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_ which had been taken out a few Days before, to 
_ ſupply ſome Emergency. This, he ſaid, he would 
try to borrow of his Mother; but Mr. Marsha/l 


inſtantly ſupplied it from his own Pocket, ſaying, 
Retorn to Virtue would always be eſteemed 


fince bad Habits conquered, muſt be as great a 


Proof of Reſolution, as the firſt falling into them 
was of Weakneſs. Then giving the young Fel- | 
low a friendly. Shake by the Hand, he bid him 


cheer up, for he would take Care his Man ſhould 


never give him any future Diſturbance. 


The young Man, on hearing a Noiſe of Foot- 


| ſteps again, made free with the Bride- chamber, 
while the Fellow received from Mr. Marsball 
the concerted, Orders, and was diſpatched to Lon- 


don, his Miſtreſs chuſing to defer the Reſtoration 
of his Caſh till ſhe returned to Town, left the 
Flutter they had been in ſhould make him ſuſpeQ 
the Truth. VVV 


CHAP: IX. 


In which the new married Couple recceive a Viſit from 
the good Doctor, and the Reader is gratified with a 

Sight of Mrs. Marthall's Picture at full Length, 
drawn in the ſame Piece with that of her Spouſe. 


u Fellow who had been the Cauſe of this 


Diſturbance was no ſooner ſet out for Lon- 


Au, than Concord, Serenity, and Joy, who had 


taken Flight at his Approach, reſumed their Stati- 


ons, and ſettled again on the Countenances of Mr. 
 Marsball and his lovely Bride. And-as it was pro- 


per that the Reſt of the Family ſhould partake of 
a 0 2 : 
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their Felicity, ſome of theſe little Deities, after 
fluttering a while over the Heads of the Nephew 
and his ife, at laſt perched on their Brows too. 
In plain Engliſh, , the Peace of the Family was en- 
 tirely reſtored, and Mr. and Mrs. Marſhall were 


entering into a very. tender and delightful Conver- 


ſation, when Mr. Hammond came in, bringing a 


Letter he had received from his old Companion 


the Grocer, where his Daughter had lodged on 


her frſt coming to Town, The good Man in- 


formed his Friend that there had been a ſtrict En- 
quiry concerning himfelf and Daughter, by a La- 


y, to whom he gad given a particular Account 


| of all he knew concerning them. He ſaid ſhe 


ſeemed very much moved; but whether it was 
with Anger or not he was not certain; ſhe even 


ſhed Tears, and, as ſhe went away, cried, © It 

would have been much better for my Friend's 
Daughter, if ſhe had made no Myſtery of her 
Birth.“ 


Mrs. Marſbali was a good Deal affected by this 
Information, as ſhe thought it muſt be Anger that 


had made the Lady appear ſo much concerned; 
ſhe did not doubt but it was her Mother-in-law, 


and her Fears had repreſented her as almoſt inca- 
pable of Pity. She even looked upon what ſhe 
jaid at her going away, as. a Kind of Threat, and 


felt ſome little Indignation. 


Mr. Hammond had had the 8 to defer 


; ſhewing his Daughter this Letter till Mr. Marſhall ! 


was abſent, and ſhe de ſired him not to mention 


it before him, leſt, as ſhe fourd herſelf ruffled, 


ſhe might betray more Bitterneſs in her 1 Popper 
than he would like. 
| They 


8 
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They now began to talk of their Return to 
Town, and agreed to ſet out the Monday follow- 
ing. On the Saturday they had the Pleaſure of a 
Viſit from the good Doctor, who told them that 
he had been looking over his old Sermons, and 
had luckily found one that had ſaved him the La- 
bour of mach Study; for I take it for granted,” 
he continued, turning to Mrs. Marsball, ** that 
we ſhall have you at Church To-morrou, young 
Lady.” She bluſhed, and replied, ſhe thought 
not; for as ſhe had not propoſed to ſtay ſo long in 
the Country, ſhe had brought no Cloaths with her 
that were fit to appear in. Bleſs me!” return- 
ed the Doctor with a Smile, © if I did not know 
Mrs. Marsbal] too well to believe her capable of 
| ſuch an Abſurdity, I ſhould think you- underſtood. . 
the Wedding Garment in the Goſpel. to mean 
rich Silks or Embroidery, Fie, fie, Madam, con- 
feſs the Truth, and ſay that you are afraid of 
_ diſturbing the honeſt People's Devotion. F own, 
while we admire the Luſtre of the Diamond, we 
ſeldom turn our 'Thoughts. towards its Almighty 
Maker ; but I ſhall endeavour To-morrow, how- 
ever little of the Courtier I may ſeem in doing it, 
to eclipſe all your Charms, by turning the 
Thoughts of my Pariſhioners on ſuperior Beauty. 

© I have, while I have been among theſe good 
Folks, as much as poſſible, kept them from think- 
ing that thoſe in higher Life make publick Wor- 
ſhip a Matter of Indifference, from no other Rea- 
| fon but becauſe I think the Power of Example 
ſtronger than Precept; ſo I beg you will not be 
2 Means of depriving me of Part of my Audience, 
Beſides, you know, our Church mentions it as 
highly expedient for a new married Couple to re- 
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: ceive the Communion, which certainly implies, 
that it is extremely proper to come to Church at 
1 yea” © e | 


Mrs. Marſhall, at length, by the Perſuaſions 
of her Spouſe and Father, conſented once more to 
encounter tbe Eyes of the honeſt Villagers; but, 


in Order as much as poſſible to avoid being put to 


Confuſion, ſhe aroſe early, that ſhe might be rea- 
dy for Church as ſoon as the Door was open; and 
perhaps this Precaution was quite neceſſary, ſince 

on her coming into the Ifle, the Buſtle and inarti- 
culate Murmurs of Applauſe would almoſt have 


- _ drowned the Reader's Voice, had he then been 
in his Deſk, tho” the Church was not half full. 
Indeed a Perſon far leſs lovely than our Bride, 
with the two Circumſtances of having lately come 


from London, and being juſt married, might be 
the Cauſe of much Commotion in any Country 


Congregation in England. 


In Reality, Elegance and Neatneſs, joined to 
the natural Charms of her Perſon, made Mrs. 
Marſhall that Day no unworthy Object of Atten- 


tion, even in an Aſſembly of much more Diſcern- 
ment. She made her Appearance in nothing rich- 
er than a white Lawn Night-gown ; but the 


Bloom on her Cheeks appeared thro' the thin 


Contexture of a fine Mechlin Cap, that might 
have been worn with the richeſt Brocade ; ſhe was 


not a regular Beauty, yet the Sweetneſs and Sen- 


| ſibility of her Countenance gave the Beholder 


ſuch a ſtrong Idea of good Nature and good Senſe, 
that he forgot her. Complexion neither reſembled 
Lilies nor Alabaſter. Her Forehead was rather of 


the loweſt; but two exactly regular Arches of a 


bright Cheſnut Colour, and a Pair of brilliant 
black Eyes, amply made Amends for the 9 * 
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her Noſe; (Which, by the Way, I think quite a 
neceſſary Feature to render a Face agreèable, 


tho? a celebrated Author ſeems to be:of a contrary 


Opinion, and has in the Perſon of his Heroine; 
ſhewed the Power of fine Eyes without one) was 
the juſt Medium between the too ſmall and: too 
large, andhad neither been diſtorted by Snuff, or - 
the affected turning of it up, at Objects that of- 
fended her Delicacy ; for ſhe was of fo unaccount- 
able a Turn of Mind, that Pity with her frequent» 
ly ſupplied the Place of Difguſt. Her Mouth was 
ſmall without being primmed to make it ſo, for 
her Lips were perfectly ſmooth, and reſembled the 


Hue of the Carnation, when enlivened by the 


Morning Dew. A trite Compariſon: Forgive it, 
O Reader, for I can think of nothing better, and 
muſt again offend, by borrowing a Simile for her 
Tc<eth from the Elephant, as a Watts or a Rutter 
never adorned a Mouth with a Set more beautifully 


white and poliſhed, than thoſe ſhe received from 
Nature; but unhgppily in ſome of her infant 
Amuſements, which my Reader gay remember 
were none of the moſt polite, ſhe had received a 


Blow with a Ball that had a little prematurely diſ- 

placed t wo of them, and theſe Nature had ſupplied 

by. two that were not ſa regularly beautiful as 
their Companions ; but this eſcaped Notice, as 
ſhe was none of thoſe gaping Beauties, who, from 
hearing that a Face dreſſed in Smiles is eſteemed 
charming, think it neceſſary to be always on the 


1 broad Grin, a Cuſtom which gives the Beholder 


a much ſtronger Idea of the Weakneſs of the Head, 


than the Goodneſs of the Heart. Her Chin was 


formed ſo as to render her Face an agreeable 


Oval, and kept it at an equal Diſtance from the 
enger, and what I know not how to expreſs bet- 
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ter than by calling it the Chitty-face. That Part 

of her Neck which was expoſed to View, was not 
of the moſt dazzling Whiteneſs; but if the Wind, 

or any other Accident, ruffled her Handkerchief, 

it was. plain enough to be ſeen, that the Sun had 

no ſmall Share in her being ſometimes called the 


Nut-brown Maid. This Neck was ſhaded by a 
Profuſion of dark gloſſy Hair, which hung in na- 


tural Ringlets, and really ornamented what it 


ſeemed to cover. As in the warmeſt Weather ſhe 


never appeared without a Handkerchiet, her Bo- 
ſom was entirely concealed, but its riſing Fullneſs 


had an agreeable Effect on a taper Waiſt, that was 


without Fault, except its being rather too ſlender 


for the preſent Faſhion, which confounds the Ma- 


tron with the Virgin, can be called one ; If this 


was indeed a Fault, the Accompliſhment of her 


'Father's Wiſhes ſoon removed it, and brought her 
into. the Mode, Her Hands and Arms, which 
fell in an eaſy Manner from her Shoulders, tho” 


ſhe had but little of the Dancing-Maſter's Aſſiſt- 
ance to makegthem do ſo, contributed very conſi- 


derably to the general Agreeableneſs of her Perſon, 
as they were extreamly well formed, and ſhe uſed 
them with neither fluttering AﬀeQation, or for- 
mal Stiffneſs, Her Stature was of the tall middle 
Size, and her Motion perfectly graceful, avoiding 


both the diſpleaſing Stride of the Country Milk- 


maid, and the unnatural Hobblings of a modern 
fine Lady. | %% “.f 
The Gentleman, whom ſo many united 
Charms rendered happy, did not in the leaſt fall 
ſhort of his Spouſe in the exterior Graces of his 
Perſon. His Complexion would have appeared 
rather too fair for a Man, if it had been in the 

| | Power 
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Power of the Barber to have taken off the Shade of 
a dark thick Beard, which when cloſe ſhaved, 
gave a manly Grace to the Delicacy of his Fea- 
tures, His Cheeks fluſhed with rather a deeper 
Red than thoſe of his Lady, and his Eyes feemed 
ſomething more animated. In ſhort, his whole- 
Perſon gave at once an Idea of Delicacy, Strength, 
and Senſibility. VVV 
His Stature a little exceeded Mrs. Marſball's not- 
withſtanding her having the Advantage of high- 
heeled Shoes; for as ſhe was of the tall middle 
Size, he might, 'with Propriety enough, be ſaid 
to be of the loweſt Order of tall Men. A firm 
Step, and an ereQ Front, gave a Majeſty to 
his Form, that ſeemed to demand Authority, 
while the Sweetneſs of his Countenance inſpired 
Confidence, as it diſplayed the Benevolence of his 
Heart. He had, even in Infancy, been treated 
with Generoſity by the worthy Man to whoſe 
Care he had been intruſted by his Mother, who 
made his Eduacation the Buſineſs of his retired 
Hours. No ſervile Puniſhmcnts, no paſſionate 
Threatnings, to be averted only by mean Proſtra- 
tions to his Preeeptar, had rendered his Mind cal- 
lous, or his Heart tyrannical; and, as he advan- 
ced in Life, an unreſerved open Friendſhip inſtil- 
led into his Soul Sentiments of Eonour, and a ten- 
der Gratitude that had a much better Effe& on 
his future Conduct, than any Dread of parental 
Authority would have had, and gave the Gentle- 
man, who loved him as his Child, a much, more 
agreeable, as well as a more rational Delight, than 
is ever felt by the ſevere, and I was going to ſay ' 
diabolical, Father who would chuſe his Son ſhould 
have a greater Awe of his Power as a Parent, than 
Confidence in his Love, as a Friend. "5 
i ap ES _ Us 
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He was early taught to converſe with Men, and 
by that Means, eſcaped a Sort of aukward Baſh- 
fulneſs that throws a thick Veil over the brighteſt 
Accompliſhments, and which many ate not happy 


enough to get rid of,*till they are ho longer young. 


He was juſt entered into his twenty-feventh Year, 
as his Lady was into her twenty-ſecond ; but as 
he had lived a Life of perfect Sobrtiety in every 
. | Senſe, to which poſſibly his ſtrong Attachment to 
his charming Betſy had a good Deal contribured, 
he had all the Agreeableneſs of twenty-one, with- 


out its boyiſh Follies. 
e 


Containing a grave Converſation between Mr. Mar- 
ſhall and bis Spouſe, which ſuch of our Readers 

as are fond of Narrative may ſtip over, wwithout lo- 
ing one Event. | | | 


£ Herb 46 Couple had nothing now to diſturb 
their mutual Blits; but the Fears of the Gen- 
ileman's Relations remained irreconcileable, In- 
deed this Fear worked much more ſtrongly on the 
Mind of the young Lady than that of her Spouſe. 
The unlovely Idea ſhe had conceived of her Mo- 
ther-in-law, a good Deal lowered her Tranſport in 
the Poſſeſſion »f her ultimate Wiſh, and gave her 
many thoughtful Moments, Every warm Expreſ- 
ſron of filial Tenderneſs that eſcaped the Lips of 
Mr. Marsball gave her Pain, ſhe dreaded ſhe knew 
riot what from her Severity ; the Viſit that Lady 
made the Grocer confirmed her Fears, and ſhe re- 
preſented her to herfelf, as proudly diſdaining to 
coe her for her Child, on Account of the Mean- 
refs of her Birth. e n 


Theſe 
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FTheſe mortifying Images employed her Thoughts 


great Part of the Time that was taken up-in her 
Journey to Town, while the fond Huſband was 
revolving in his Mind, the moſt engaging Manner 


of introducing his beloved Wife into the Company 


and Affection of his Mother and Uncle, Full of 
the delightful Thought of ſeeing her happy in the 


Tenderneſs of a Parent, for whom he felt the 


warmeſt-Gratitude and Duty, he propoſed her 
waiting on his Uncle immediately, on their Arri- 
val in London, to beg his Interpoſition with his 


Mother; but was ſtrangely ſurprized to find her 
averſe to an Interview : She even begged him not 


to propoſe what gave her Uneaſinefs but to think 
on. IJ am,” faid ſhe, as happy as I can hope 
to be if I am ſecure of your Heart. It was to 
Mr. Marsball, J gave the Promiſe of Obedience, 
and I gave it without Reluctance; but I cannot 
aniwer for my Behaviour, if I am treated with 
Contempt. I am afraid all my Tenderneſs will be 
inſufficient to make me bear with Moderation the 


Inſult I may perhaps: receive from a Lady 'who 
has already threatened me with the Effects of ger 


Diſpledfuze.? 7 - 5 | 
As this was ſpoke in a Tone a little peeviſh, 
Mr. Marſhall replied with leſs Sweetneſs than uſual, 


- that he thought her Prejudice againſt his Mother 


ill founded and inconfſtent with the good Senſe ſhe 
always ſhewed herſelf Miſtreſs of. You are 
now, my Dear,” he continued, to look on your- 


ſelf as fo much a Part of me, that we can have 


no ſeparate Intereſts, It is my Duty to give my 


Mother every Proof in my Power of my Affection. 


I have never aQed contrary to her Inclination in 
any Inſtance, not evey;jn/ this that makes my pre- 


ſent Happineſs: for, X am ſure, it was nothing 


8 but 
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but her not knowing you, that made her ever ap- 
pear your Enemy. Then do not make her think 
- you leſs worthy of her Regard, by an ill. timed 
ride. It was not you, but the. Wretch they re- 
preſented, that ſhe diſliked : ſhew her the. dear 
Original, and the ugly Diſtortions_of the bung- 
ling Copy will immediately vaniſh,” © O, Sir,” 
ſhe replied, ** it was no ſcandalous Report that 
raiſed her Anger, when ſhe told my Father's 
Friend, that it would have been better for us both 
if we had not concealed the Meanneſs of my Con- 
dition. I amterrified at the Thought of your lo- 
ſing, thro' my Means, her Affection, and, forgive 
my Fears, but I am <qually terrified, when I re- 
fleQ that it is poſſible I may through her loſe 
yours.” 5 1 
As Mr, Marsball had heard nothing of the Let- 
ter which his Father-in-law had received, he ex- 
preſſed ſome Aſtoniſnment at her unreaſonable 
Suſpicion, and ſeemed a little angry at her conceal- 
ing the Letter from him. He was himſelf at a 
Loſs to account for his Mother's being ſo much 
affe cted, and could not well tell how to conſtrue 
What ſhe ſaid at parting from the Man, Into any 
Thing leſs than a Threat. This madè him not 
inſiſt on his Lady's accompanying him in firft 
Viſit to his worthy Relation. e 
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Which, to moſt Readers, will be more entertaining 
_ than the former, and ferves ſome other Purpoſes be- 
Ades filling up a few Pages of this delectable Hiſta- 


5 FTF Ra fatiguing Journey they arrived at 
Mr. Hammond's Lodgings, and were welco- 
med Home by the grateful Miſs Atbwortbh, with a 
Glow of chearful Friendſhip, that helped to diſſi- 
pate the Gloom of their laſt Converſation. 
Mr. Marsball but juſt ſtayed to dreſs and take 
ſome Refreſhment before he went to the Houſe of 
the Gentleman who had fo chearfully- adviſed him 
to render himſelf happy, by an Union with his 
lovely Girl, While he was abſent, his Spouſe was 
employed in examining into the Perſon's Behaviour, 
whoſe Enquiries had ſo alarmed her Fears, and 
Miſs: Asbhluortb was giving her an Account of the 
whole Affair, when Mr, Marsbail interrupted 
them, by ruſhing haſtily into the Room where 
they were, ſaying to his Wife, My Dear, don't 
be ſurprized, but my Mother is coming vp.” 
He returned to the Door, as ſoon as he had ſpoke, 
and uſhered in the Lady; but, alas ! She, for 
whom this Viſit was deſigned, was ſunk into the 
Arms of her Friend without Senſe or Motion. It 
was in vain that the 5 ſpoke in the moſt ſooth- 
ing Accents of Tenderneſs; it was ſome Time be- 
fore ſhe could be brought to herſeſf, but judge, O, 
Reader, the Exultation or her Heart, the tender 
Joy that filled her whole Soul, when ſhe found 
erſelf tenderly ſupported, not by the * 
N . arent 
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Parent that her Fears had formed, nor by the 
celeſtial Being that her active Fancy had in her 
Sleep given her for a Protector; but her dear, her 
much loved, her long lamented, Mrs, Evans, who + 
had on her Countenance all the Traces of the ſoft- 
eſt Pity. Her Joy now ſprang to her Eyes, 
from which it burſt in a Flood of Tears, which, 
for ſome Moments rendered her incapable of utter- 
ing a Word; at laſt, Dear Madam !”” and Dear 
Child !“ were followed by a ſtrenuous Embrace, 
which ſhewed the ſtrongeſt mutual Affection. 
Mr. Marſhall, who was at that Inſtant an unre- 
garded Spectator of this intereſting Scene, advan- 
ced toward his Wife, and with a Look of AﬀeQi- 
on, begged her to forgive his breaking in ſo abrupt- 
ly on her; but, my Dear,” ſays he, my Mo- 
ther inſiſted on ſeeing you immediately.” O, 
Sir,” ſhe returned, L am no longer afraid to 
ſee her, I have it now in my Power to wipe off 
every ſcandalous Aſperſion. This Lady, to whom 
T owe even the Capacity of making you happy, 
will—I am ſure ſhe will, be my Advocate with 
your Mother. I knew no Miſery till I loft her, 
and I dread none, if I am bleſt in her Pro- 
teQion.” „ 5 „ 
- This Speech, which was entirely unintelligible 
to Mr. Marſball, made him in fome Fear for his 
Lady's Reaſon ; but his fond Parent ſoon put him 
out of his Pain, by ſaying, © My Dear, you need 
no Advocate, I am that happy Mother, made 
doubly ſo this Inſtant, by the Power of giving Joy 
to them I love beft on Earth, for next to my 
dear Billy, you always lay neareſt my Heart. 


5 How many Times have I wiſhed, that my poor 


Berty Barnes, with all her artful Sweetneſs, had 
. | 5 been 
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been happy enough to have been known to my 


Son, and to have engaged hisTendefmeſs, inſtead 


of the Wreteh, whom, by a too haſty Belief, I 
E 


thought unworthy of his Regard ! I have ſuffered 
for my Credulity. But, my dear Children, let 
us bleſs that Providence, which now gives us a 


66 


, Madam,” returned young Mrs, Marſball, 


„ this is indeed to live. Is the dear Mrs. Evans | 


in 3 my Mother? Sure Heaven meant my 
Happineſs, 
Propenſity to love and obey her.” 


. 
- 


During this Converſation Mr. Hammond came 


Home, and was informed, that Mr. Marſball's 
Mother was with his Daughter, and that ſhe had 
fainted a way at her coming. The honeſt old Man 
was. not without ſome Apprehenſion of Inſult, and 


entered the Room with a frowning Brow ; but 
the Situation he found them in, and the bene vo- 


lent Harmony that was viſible in all their Looks, 
mſtantaneouſly cured his Rage: He with a blunt 
Freedom told the Lady, that tho' his Girl was in- 
ferior to her Son, he could not help being vexed 
at hearing ſhe was ſuch a Fool to be frighted ; 


„ but fince all ſeems to be well again,” he con- 
tinued, © I hope, Madam, you won't be affront- 


ed at my telling you, my Child wants nothing 
but a large Fortune to make her worthy of any 
Man.“ I know it,” returned Mrs. Marſball the 

elder with a Smile, and I rejoice that my Son had 


Diſcernment enough to diſtinguiſh her Merit ; but 


you need not be afraid of my being affronted at 
the warmeſt Praifes you can give your Daughter, 


| the is not dearer to you than ſhe was to me, ton 


before you ſaw her.“ How! how!” re 
= s the 


9 of every Bliſs this World can afford.“ 


„ when it gave my Heart ſuch a ſtrong 
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old Mar, © before I ſaw her, did you ay! Why, 
Madam, are not you Mr. MarsbalÞs, Mother 15 
1 am, Sir,” ſhe returned, “ but I was not al- 


ways in the Situation I am in at preſent. I, as 


well as you, have taſted the Bitterneſs of Misfor- 


tune.” O, Sir,” interrupted young Mrs. Mar- 


ſhall, © you have heard me talk of Mrs. Evans, this, 
this is that dgar Woman,” © Why I thought 
they ſaid, ſhe was your Huſband's Mother. What, 


amurrain, do ye all deal in Riddles ?” 5 I won't, * 


ſaid the Elder Mrs. Marsball, be called her Huf- 
| band's Mother. I am hers, if not by Nature, E 
am by Choice. In ſhort, Sir, my Name is Mar- 


ball, tho? I went long by that of Evans, and. was 


the Houſe-keeper of the good Lady Benſon, in 


whoſe Family your Daugter endeared herſelf to 


me. by her Innocence and Sweetneſs. “ Why 


now I begin to underſtand you,” anſwered the old 


Gentleman, ** fo while the poor Girl was terrify- 


ing herſelf to Death, for Fear of her Mother-in- 
law, Accident brought you together, and you. 


prove io be her beft Friend.” ** No,” ſaid Mrs. 
Marshall, © T came by Deſign ; for while y you were 
in the Country, a Lady, who has married a dif- 
tant Relation of mine, came to pay mea Viſit, 
and brought with her a Friend, who knew my 


Si here, and gave her ſuch a Character that ! 


was reconciled to my Son's Choice before I knew. 
it was my poor Betty Barnes: but, on recolleQing 
what ſhe had ſaid, I found the Time-and Manner 
of the Lady's meeting her, anſwered exactly to 
the Account my Son had brought me of the poor 
Child, and gave me _. ſome glimmering of Hope 
that it might be her. I then, impatient to be ſa- 
tisßed, went to this gan, and had, 2 by 
er 
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her directing me to a Perſon where ſhe ſaid her 
Father once lodged, my Hopes made ſtil more 
probable :. but as they did not arrive to abſolute 
Certainty, (for your Friend ſeemed a little ſhy of 

anſwering all my Queſtions) I choſe to defer men- 
tioning my Thoughts to my Son, till I ſaw his 
Wiſe ; and, to confeſs the Truth, I was glad 1 
did o ; for the firſt Sight of your Daughter gave 

0 Damp to my riſing Hopes, as I could not find 
the leaſt Trace of my pretty Prattler in her Fea- 
tures; but her Friend, on her fainting away, 
opened a little Drefſing-box for a Smelling-bottle, 
and 1 beheld the very Letter, that I myſel adviſed 

ber to keep as a Proof of the Legality of ber 
Birth,” 

Mr. Hammond gave Mrs. Mar ſhall many hearty 
Thanks for her Care of his Daughter's Education, - 
and her preſent Goodneſs in forgiving her; and 
this worthy Lady felt the rapturous Delight of be- 
ſtowing Happineſs all around her: She now met 

with the Reward of her Care and Tenderneſs to 
the poor Orphan, as every virtuous Principle ſhe 
had inſtilled into her infant Mind was an n. 
al 1 to her beloved Son. 8 | 


CHAP. XII. 


4 222 on Settlements. A very 100 Chapter. | 


W the happy Couple felt the ſweeteſt 
Senſations of Gratitude to this beſt of 


Mothers, the worthy Man to whoſe Advice they 
owed their Union, and who was no other than the 
beneficent Mr. Gibbons came to ſhare their Tranſ- 


) ry new with the utmoſt Kindneſs ſaluted the 
| | 5 Bride, 
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Bride, who no ſooner heard his Name, than ſhe 


recollected it was that of Mrs, Evant's Friend, 
which if ſhe had remembered on her firſt coming 
to Town, it would have probably ſaved her many 
uneaſy Moments: But Happineſs never comes too 


late to be acceptable. This Gentleman ſhewed . 
bis Tenderneſs to Mr. Marſbal] by more than 


Words; for on Mr. Hammond's mentioning the In. 


cgquality of his Daughter's Fortune to that of her 


Huſband,. as a Motive that ought to excite 1n her 
a more then common Return of Affection, Mr, 
Gibbons replied, I make no Doubt but my young 
Couſm has ſome little Pain mixed with her Gra- 
titude, and could wiſh ſhe had it as much in her 
Power to ſhew the Diſintereſtedneſs of her Love 
as her Spouſe has his. Now as I: know no Satiſ- 
faction like that of contributing to the Delight of 
_ dear to me, I ſhall, tho” a little too late, 

our Daughter a Foriune equal to Billy's, if 


his N y Grandfather ſhould not forgive him, and 


leave him his, which, I much fear, will be the 


Caſe; but I ſhall,” he continued with a Smile, 


e inſiſt that there ſhalt be no ſuch Article as Pin- 
money in the Settlement, ſince I myſelf: will have 
the Pleaſure of finding the Lady in Pins, and have 
for that Purpoſe brought with' me a Writing that 
entitles her to fifty Pounds a Quarter, and expect 


io be followed hither by my Lawyer to- finiſhithe 


Affair.“ 
It is hard to ſay, who was moſt obligediin this 
happy Company, t Nn fond Mother, who ſaw and 
enjoyed her Son's Delight; the pleaſed: Father, 
who felt his Daughter's Satisfaction; the indulgent 
Huſband; who ſhared in. the Bliſs of his Wife; or 
the grateful, the tender Wife, who knew no plea- 
2 — but what promoted her Huſband's — 
| am 


— 
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Iam apt to think the young Lady had the higheſt 
Senſe of the Favour, ſince tho? all beſides could 
return Thanks to the worthy Merchant for this 


freſh Inſtanee of his Goodneſs, ſhe remained ſilent 
and confuſed; covered with Bluſhes, and ready to 


ſhed Tears: however, when ſhe had a little reco- 
vered her Spirits, ſhe made her Acknowledgments 
to the Gentleman in Terms that ſhewed her Gra- 
titude; but abſolutely refuſed any Settlement, ſay- 


ing, that as all her Hopes in this World depended 


on Mr. Marſball's Affection, ſhe would not give 
herſelf Leave to think but for a Moment, that it 


was Poſſible he ſhould ceaſe to love her: © and 


what other Reaſon,” ſhe continued, « can be 


given for wiſhing a "ſeparate Proviſion? Believe 


me, Sir, I ſhould: have no Reliſh for Afffuence, if 
I did not: ſhare it with my Huſbrnd,- and by his 


free Conſent. In my Opinion, the Laws of the 


Land have very little to do with thoſe, whom the 


Laws of Love have bound to conſider their Intereſt 


as united too cloſely. to be ſeparated by Bonds and 
Parchments.“ 
Mr. Gib$onr was far from diſapproving her Way 


of reaſoning, but Mr. Marſhall embraced her in a 


perfect Tranſport, . while Joy beamed from her 
I. at 5 Tlie of his Approbation, | 


CHAP. 


c H. A P. XI. 


1 ot Account of old Mr. Evans's Shrew of « 

ife, and his Reconciliation to bis Daughter, 

ſoon after the Death of ber Huſband : Which 

: avas kept from the Reader, uf it ſhould too much 
open the Plot before the laſt A, | 


"=> generous Merchant propoſed to the new- 
married Pair to accept of his Country-houſe 
for their uſual Reſidence, at leaſt till they could 
fix on one proper for their Reception; for as the 
Expe ctation of being Heir to old Mr. Evans, had 
made Mr. Marſhall entirely quit Trade, he, when 


in London, was with his Mother, who, ſince Mr. 


Gibbons had retired into the Country, lived in a 
ſmall Houſe belonging to her Father; this they 
Teadily agreed to, as young Mrs. Marſbalſ's Father 


had the ſame Invitation. 70 
Here Mr. Gibbons, always ſtudious to oblige his 


Friends, thought of a Scheme, that he believed 


might anſwer his Hopes of reconciling Mr. Mar- 
ſball's Grand-father, and of making this amiable 
Couple entirely bleſt. | of 


The old Gentleman really loved his Grandſon, 


but the unhappy Effect his Diſappointments in 


Life had on his Temper; which was rendered as 


uneaſy to himſelf as to all about him, made him 
anxious for his Happineſs ; and as his own Infelici- 


ty was the Conſequence of his marrying much be- 


neath his Rank, it is hardly to he wondered at, 
that he ſhould be offended at the young Gentle- 
man; eſpecially when we conſider in what Light 
his now Grand-daughter had been repreſented. 


My. 
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My Readers muſt remember, that when I gave | 


them a Sketch of Mrs. Evans's Life, I mentioned 
her Father's Folly in marrying his own Servant: 
This baſe, this unworthy Woman, forgetting De- 


cency, behaved with the moſt haughty Inſolence, 


and her Huſband, tho' kard-hearted and obdurate 
to his Daughter, humoured her in all her Extra- 


vagance; but this Indulgence, far from exciting 


in her low Mind Returns of Gratitude and Ten- 
derneſs, made her look on him with Contempt, 


and behave to him, as if himſelf and Fortune 
were to be ſolely at her Diſpoſal. He bore her 
outrageous Temper for many Years without any 


publiek Complaint ; but his concealed Griefs anti- 


cipated the Hand of Time, and brought on him 
the Infirmities of Age, before he would probably 


have felt them, if he had been in an eaſier Situa- 
tion, His extreme Fretfulneſs was owing to this 
Source, and his Wife encreaſed his Pain, by con- 
tinually making. a Merit of bearing this Conſe- 
quence of the Evils, of which ſhe was the 
Cauſe. Her Virtue too, as there was a great 
Diſproportion in their Years, never failed to be the 
Subject of much Self-applauſe ; but happily, her 


being caught in the Arms of one of the Footmen, 


a Circumſtance which I think I have mentioned 
before, ſilenced her on this Head, and cured her 


doating Huſband of his Infatuation. The Fellow 
was. her Countryman, and when ſhe was a Gil, 
had been her Sweetheart: He confeſſed that ſhe 
had ſent for him up to Town ſoon after her Marri- 


age with her Maſter; and that they had lived in a 


criminal Intimacy ever ſince. 


The Impetuoſlity of the old Gentleman's Tem- 


per inclined him at firſt to puniſh the Villain who 
cf bets 1 
5 


f 


— 
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| had diſhonoured his Bed; but a little Reflection 
made him reſolve not to expoſe: his own Weakneſs 


by a publick Reſentment ; he therefore only in- 


ſiſted on his .diſloyal Wife's immediate Removal 
from his Houſe, with her Paramour ; and on Con- 
dition of his never ſeeing her Face again, allowed 
her a Maintenance ſufficient to ſupport her, far 
beyond the Station ſhe was born in. 

It was now that he began to think of his forgot- 


ten Daughter, Mrs. Marſhall: He had no other 


Child; for her Siſter had been long dead, after 
haying been married to a Man of Fortune, by 
whom ſhe had ſeveral Children, leaving behind her 
two Daughters of whom the old Gentleman was 
extremely fond, one of whom was married, the 
other lived at this Time with her Grand-father, 
It was not till theſe young Ladies were grown up, 


that Mr. Evans diſcovered the Infidelity of - his 
Wife. He had indeed received ſome Information 


of his Daughter's Circumſtances, even while ſhe 
was with Mr. Gibbons, but his cunning Wife had 


made what ſhould: have forced him to give her Re- 


lief, the Reaſon of his Reſolation never to afford it 
her; as ſhe repreſented a Step, that Neceſſity 
obliged this poor Lady to take, as a Diſhonour to 
herſelf and Family, During the Years Mrs. Mar- 
ſhall lived with the Lady Benſon, ſhe was ſcarcely 
thought of, and it was not till after the Death of 
her Huſband, (which was about the Time of her 


Father's turning out of his Family her cruel Mo- 


ther-in-law) that ſhe was received into Favour. 
Accident. gave Mr, Evans a Sight of his Grand-ſon, 
and as his Likeneſs to his Mother made a ſtrong 
Impreſſion on the Heart of the old Man, he en- 


quired after his Daughter, and found her at Mr. 


Gibbons, who acknowledged her as his Niece, 
| LG VV 
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Slat againſt his expreſs Command. 
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| rand ſo effeQually pleaded her Cauſe with her Fa- 


ther, that it produced a perfect Reconcilement. 


CHAP. XIV. 


— 


Mrs; Matſhall pays a Viſit to old Mr. Evans, ber. 


Spauſe's Grand-father, and is received with great 
Complacency under a borrowed Character. | 


ARS. Marſhall felt too much Satisfaction in 
1 her Father's Favour to be eaſy under the 
Apprehenſion of her Son's loſing it; but the Man- 
ner in which the old Gentleman bad treated him 
juſt before his Marriage, made her believe it 
now impoſſible to appeaſe him: She had frequent 
Converſations with Mr. Gibbons on this Subject, 


and in one of theſe he mentioned a Contrivance 


for removing her Father's Prejudices againſt her 


- Son's Spouſe, by introducing her to him as his 


Relation, truſting to her own Merit to cure his 


Diſlike. They had fome Difficulty to perſuade = 


the young Folks to a Separation; but they at 
length prevailed, and young Mrs. Mearsball ſet 


out for the Seat of her Huſband's Grand- father, 


to whom ſhe was to appear as unmarried, and 


' Niece to the Gentleman who attended her. 


They found the old Gentleman ill of the 
Gout ; but not ſo bad as to be incapable of Con- 
verſation: He received them civilly, but could not 
forbear inveighing bitterly againſt Mr. Mar- 
Hall, and blaming Mr. Gibbon for his too great 
Lenity to him when a Boy. Mr. Gibbons pleaded 


for his Nephew, but in vain; Mr. Evans proteſted 


he would never forgive his marrying a beggarly 


| : 'This 


| 
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This coarſe Epithet almoſt tempted the Lady 
whom it concerned to a Reply; however, as La- 


* 


; dy Townly ſays by ſwearing, ſhe gulped gown a 


tart Anſwer, and remained ſilent, Mr. Gibbons 


| obſerved his Niece's Reſentment riſe on her. Cheeks, 


and ade Haſte to change the Converſation : he 
preſented her to the old Gentleman, ſaying that 
he hoped he would forgive his Freedom. in bring- 
ing a Stranger to bis Houſe; © but my Niece,” 
he continued, is lately come to live with me in 
the Country, and I ſhould be very glad of ber 
making an Acquaintance with your Grand-daugh- 


der.“ Mr. Evans reply*d, The Lady could never 


come at a more acceptable Time; for poor Jenny 


is eat up with the Vapours, and has loft all 


her Sprightlineſs. Another bleſt Effect of W's 
wiſe Choice '' Then gazing at Mrs. Marſhall, he 
cried, If this fair Lady is your Relation, I ſup- 


5 e ſne knew him, where was the Fellow's 


1 VBÿün. | 

Mr. Gibbons, highly pleaſed that Mrs. Marshall 
ſeemed in a fair Way to gain the old Man's good 
Opinion, replied, Why had Betty hit Billy's 


Taſte, there would have been the ſame Objection 
to her, as there is to the Girl he has made his 
. Wife, ſince ſhe has but a Trifle of Fortune.” 


a Fortune,” returned Mr. Evans peeviſhly, is not 
all ſhe wants. What Education can a Creature have, 
who has ſrom the Time of her being able to be any 


Thing been a Servant? I know, Mr. Gibbons, I know 


by woeful Experience, what it is to do plagyed with 
one of theſe low Wretches : If they es ive into 
a higher Station than that they'were born in, no- 


thing can ſet Bounds to their Inſolence; but Il 


take Care, as much as is in my Power, to keep the 
4 5 | | Creature 


— 


pleaſe.” The Merchant ſaid, that he hoped Time 


and a litte Reflection would convince him that it 
was quite wrong to be ſo warm, and added, I 
wiſh you would but ſee Billy and his Wife; for ſhe 


is really far above what might be expected from 


her former Situation, and ſeems to have been bleſ- 


ſed with a very good Education.” 


The Converſation was now broke off by the En- 
trance of Miſs Jenny, to whom Mr. Gibbons preſent- 


ed Mrs. Marſhall. The two Ladies ſoon grew 
intimate, and retiring together into another Apart- 
ment, left the. Gentlemen. 


They were no ſooner gone, than Mr. Evans be- 


gan again to abuſe his Grandſon for his Blindneſs 
to the Beauties of the amiable young Lady, as he 
called Mrs. Marsball, ſaying, as Mr. Gibbons was 
fond of him, he ſuppoled he might have made 
them all happy by marrying ſo fine a Creature, 
Mr. Gibbans returned a Compliment to the old 
Gentleman for his good Opinion of his Relation, 
which, he ſaid, was doubly pleaſing to him, as it 
gave him Hopes. of his forgiving his Nephew; 
for,“ he continued, “ every Qualification this 
Girl poſſeſſes, is at leaſt in an equal Degree to be 


found in Billy's Wife.“ „ Impoſſible, Mr. Gibbons; 
| _— it is your Partiality makes you think 


has replied the peeviſh Mr. Evans, with Warmth : 
8 If it was ſo, the Boy would have ſome Excuſe ; 
but Jenny tells me, the Girl that knows her, ſays 
ſhe is a perfect Dowdy ; beſides, where ſhould 
one, in her Situation, get that eaſy Dignity of Be- 


haviour, that diſtinguiſhes the Woman of Educa- 


tion from her ſervile Attendants.“ Well,” ſaid 


Mr. Gibbons, with A Smile, © it would appear but 
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Creature humble. Other People muſt do as they. 
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an odd Conteſt on both Sides, for Men of our 

Years to wrangle about handſome Women ; ſo we 

will, if you pleaſe, for the preſent, .let them alone 

to younger Fellows, and change the Converſation.” 

I ſhall now leave them to follow Mrs. Marsball, 
and her new Companion, who were in cloſe Con- 


fabulation, in the Garden. | 
Mliſs Jenny aſked Mrs. Marsball many Queſtions 


relating to herſelf, which greatly embaraſſed her 
to anſwer conſiſtently with Modeſty or Self- love; 


for when the young Lady ſaid, with a viſible Un- 


eaſineſs in her Countenance, that ſhe was ſurpriz- 


ed at her Couſin's Stupidity, in marrying ſo mean 


a Wretch, and told her ſhe longed to hear what. 


Sort a Creature, it was, from ſomebody that knew 
her, ſhe was quite at a loſs, what to ſay: ſhe re- 

collected what old Mr. Evans had ſaid, and looked 
on Miſs Jenny in no very favourable Light; how- 
ever, ſhe replied, ſhe thought the young Woman 
was well enough. *©** Why,” returned Miſs Fen- 
ny, my Couſin cries her up for a perfect Beauty; 
is the a Fair or a Brown Woman?“ © Neither,” 
_ replied Mrs. Marsball, © ſhe is much of my Com- 

lexion; but what ſignifies to us what Sort of a 
Perſon ſhe has ; you know Fancy ſurpaſſes Beauty, 
and if your Couſin likes her, it is enough for him.” 


And for me too,” anſwered the young Lady, ſigh- 


ing and caſting down her Eyes; O, Miſs, you 


may tell my Couſin from me, that whatever Part 


of my Grandfather's Fortune falls to-my Share at 
his Death, will, at mine, become his.” | 
Mrs. Marſball, tho* naturally grateful, at this 
+» Inſtant, felt Senſations of a very different Kind: 
The Languor of the Lady's Countenance, her 
Curioſity, and her mentioning her Huſband pier 
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Heir, betrayed a Secret that no Wife is fit to be 
entruſted with. In ſhort, this poor Lady loved 
her Couſin, and had done ſo. ſeveral Years ; but, 
believing what had been told her by her Servant, 
the Maid that had ſeen Mr. Marſhall when he wore 
a Livery, who, to ingratiate herſelf with her young 
Miſtreſs, had repreſented Betty as poſſeſſing no one 
good Quality, ſhe began to hope he would grow. 

' weary of her Rival, and ſhe ſhould have the Hap- 
pineſs of engaging his Heart ; but, alas! in the 
Midſt of theſe Hopes, the News of his Marriage 
reached her Ears, Pride and Love, two violent 
Paſſions, that can ill brook Diſappointment, at 
once aſſailed the Lady's Heart, and had really a 
good deal impaired her Health. But to return: 

This Difcovery almoſt unfitted Mrs. Marshall 
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| for the Part ſhe was to act, and ſhe would gladly 

have ſpared herſelf the Pain of being the Lady's 

Confidant ; but ſhe, little imagining to whom ſhe 

; was telking, went on, You wonder, dear a 
Miſs, to hear me talk at this mad Rate; but I | 

, am out of Love with the World, and don't care 

. how ſhort my Time is in it.” *© And what has 

i put ſo young a Lady out of Love with the 

; World? Mrs. Marsbal] aſked a litile fretfully ; 

4 for, to ſay the Truth, however well ſhe: might + 
- have been pleaſed to have had a Fan, a Gown, or 3 
u a Piece of Furniture, ſuit the Taſtes of her Ac- 4 
t quaintance, ſhe could not think of her Huſband 110 


rr 


t being the Object of an amiable Girl's Affection, 
without Uneaſineſs, tho' ſhe believed him intire- 
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age with this deſpicable Girl has offended more 


than your Grand-papa. I hope the Gentleman 
has aQed no baſe Part.” 


Miſs Jenny returned that ſhe did not underſtand | 


wha ſhe meant; No,” ſaid Mrs. Marshall,, 
„then I am perſuaded Mr. Marshall has aQted 


Juſtly, I began to be afraid, he had inſinuated him- 


ſelf into a fair Lady's Affections by Deſign, while 
he was under Engagements to another ; which, I 
aſſure you, Madam, Ithink thehigheſt Baſeneſs.” 
Miſs Jenny was a little confounded at finding her 
Secret diſcovered, and replied witk a diſconcerted 
Air, No, no, I muſt acquit my Couſin: of- all 
Deſign, tho But whither am I wandering ? I 
beg, Madam, whatever your Penetration may 
have diſcovered, not to make me. the Jeſt of my 


Couſm's Wife. Methinks, I could bear any Thing 


rather than become her Sport.” „Why, Miſs,” 


returned Mrs. Marsball, near diſcovering herſelf 


by her Emotion, you ſeem to have a very con- 
temptible Opinion of your new Couſm. © I 
dare ſay, by what IJ have obſreved of her Tem- 


per, ſhe ſcorns triumphing over the Unhappineſs 


of any one, much more thoſe who are related to 
her Huſband; but away with theſe melancholy 


Thoughts. Tho”, I own, I think Mr. Marsbal! 


a very agreeable. Man, J hope to fee you happy 
with one whom you will think full as agreeable.” 
I hardly believe that poſſible,” replied Miſs 
Fenny, ſighing ; Bleſs me ! I dont know how it 
is, but I open my Heart to you without deſig- 
ning to doit. Pity me, dear Miſs, a Girl; who 
lived with me ſome Time ago, gave me fuch a 


Deſeription of the young Woman my Coutm 


Muneball nas married, that. I thought it impoſſible 
a Man of his Senfe ſhould be mad enough to mar- 
9 
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ry her; and, I concluded, that ſhe was only de- 
ſigned for a Miſtreſs, and, as ſuch, would be ſoon 
turned off,” *© And if that had been the 'Cafe,”? 
Mrs. Marsball interrupted, bluſhing like Scarlet; 
would you have accepted your Couſin's Hand af- 
terwards ?” © Why not ?”” replied Miſs Jenny, 
without minding her Change of Complexion ; 
„ does any Lady of Faſhion refuſe a Man: ſhe 
likes, becauſe he has kept a Miftreſs ??? © I know 
but little what Ladies of Faſhion do,“ rejoined 
Mrs. Marſhall, forgetting the Part ſhe was to act; 
<«< but, I'think, I know what they ought to do.“ 
«© Why, Madam,” faid:the young Lady, © would 
you make that an ObjeQion ?” “ Certainly, 
I ſhould,“ anſwered Mrs. Marſball, and ſuch an 
 ObjeRion as nothing could make me et over. I 
ſuppoſe you did not imagine this Girl to he the Se- 
ducer of the Gentleman; and if, by Promiſes of 
making her his Wife, he had ſeduced her, I ſhould 
think every Woman of true Delicacy ſhould deteſt 
bim as a Villain,” “ don't know, replied Miſs 
Jenny, but, in ftri& Juſtice, it ought to be ſo; 
but my Grand- papa always talked of her, as of 
one who had drawn away my Couſin, and ſeemed 
to found his Hopes, of his one Time or other re- 
Wiſhing his Propoſals, on the Certainty of his being 
only her Galant; but, I fancy, Madam, we have 
all. wronged the young Woman; for you feem 
quite warm in her Defence.” It is every one's 
Duty,“ rejoined Mrs. Marsball, “ to defend the 
innocent; but, I think; I have ſaid very little in 
her Favour, nor do II think ſhe needs it. Vour 
Couſin, when he married her, gave the ſtrongeſt 
Teſtimony that he thought her virtuous.“ “ He 
might think ſo, returned the Lady; for theſe 

8 . artful 
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.artful Sluts, my Grand-papa ſays, will ſeem migh- 
ty chaſte, when the appearing ſo will promote their 
Intereſt; tho? they bluſh at nothing when it is 


\ _ Otherwiſe,” ** So, Miſs,” replied Mrs. Marſhall, 


with great Heat, and ready to burſt into Tears, 
you think your Couſin weak enough to be im- 
poſed on by the Arts of a lewd Woman, and are 
ſo cruel as to impute Want of Virtue to one you 
don't know, on no other Foundation than the Re- 
port of a mercenary Servant, who, perhaps, beli- 
ed her merely becauſe ſhe ſaw you wiſhed her un- 
worthy the Heart of your Couſin: but, I can af- 
fure you, Madam, this deſpiſed Creature ſcorns 
the Meanneſs of what you lay to her Charge, as 
much as if ſhe had been born your, Equal, and 
would not purchaſe even Mr. Marſball's Affections, 
dear as ſhe holds them, at the Expence of Truth.” 
She could no longer reſtrain her Tears. Bleſs 
me, Mifs l“ replied the aſtoniſhed Miſs Jenny, at 
ſeeing her weep, © what have I ſaid to offend 
you? or——what is the Reaſon. of theſe Tears? 

are you concerned in any Thing relating to my 
Couſin's Wife?” © I am, Madam,” returned 
Mrs. Marſball, ©* that Wife, and can't bear to 
hear myſelf accuſed of what I abhor, without In- 
dignation.” “ You his Wife!“ anſwered Mis 
Jenny, and have I, been laying myſelf open to 

f I think, I ſhall run mad. To what End was 
this Diſguiſe? was it on Purpoſe to laugh at my 
Folly ?? © No, Miſs,” returned Mrs. Marſhall, 
a little recovered from her Paſſion, © it was, if 
poſſible, to remove the unjuſſ Prejudices that your 
Grand-father had entertained againſt me, which! 
ſhould not yet deſpair of, if you would be gene- 
rous enough to lend me your kind 9 
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The young Lady, pleaſed at finding herſelf ad- 
dreſſed in a Tone of Supplication, where ſhe, per- 
haps, expected Inſolence; for our firſt Ideas of 


any one are not eaſily eraſed, replied mildly, If 
my Aſſiſtance can be uſeful, you may command it, 
on Condition you will not betray my Folly to my 
Couſin, or my Aunt Marshall” This Mrs. Mar- 


ſball was eaſily prevailed on to promiſe, ſaying, 


with an Air of Sweetneſs, The Injunction is 
needleſs; for why, Miſs, ſhould I encreaſe Mr. 
MarshalPs Senſe of his own Merit, by letting him 


know he had made an Impreſſion on the Heart of 


ſo pretty a Lady, when the Sacrifice he has alread 
made in the Hazard of his Fortune, and the Af- 


fections of his Friends, is far beyond every Return 


in my Power ?” | 
The young Lady, who found her Self-love ſooth- 
ed by the Softneſs of Mrs. MarshalPs Behaviour, 


and the Conſideration of the Perſon for whom ſhe 
was lighted, poſſeſſing ſo many Attractions, en- 


tered heartily into the Scheme of Reconciliation, 
and as had been preconcerted between them, when 
Mr. Gibbons aſked for his Niece, in order to take 


Leave, begged of him, with the utmoſt Earneſt- 


neſs, to permit her to ſtay a' few Days to keep her 


Company. The old Gentleman joined in this 
Requeſt, as he obſerved his Grand-daughter 
pleaſed with the Lady; and the Merchant conſent- 


ed with a ſeeming Reluctance. ; 
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i which Mrs. Marſhall di ene berſelf to ber 
Senn. 


4. 8 Mrs. Mar hall was placed in Mr. Evany $ 
Family with the Deſign of gaining on his 
Affections, ſhe carefully watched all the Turns of 
his Temper : when he was chearful and free from 
Pain, ſhe-ſung to him, played him an Air on his 
(Grand-daughter's Spinet, read a News-paper, or, 
which was a greater Obligation, liſtened, without 
ſeeming tired, to a tedious Detail of the Exploits 
of his Youth, When he was fretful and out of 
Humour, ſhe tried all her Art to charm the evil 
Spirit, by the utmoſt Aſſiduity ; ſhe even became 
in a Manner his Nurſe, and, in ſhort, made her- 
ſelf ſo agreeable, by her obliging Faſe and Eweet- 


nneſs, that the old Gentleman, who had worn out, 


by his ill Temper, the Patience of all about bim, 
began to look on her removing from his Family as 
a real Misfortune. She had gained ſuch an Aſcend- 
ant over his Mind, that he ſometimes ſuffered her 
to mention Mr. Marhall without being offended, 
and ſhe took Care in theſe Moments, to plead her 
_ own Cauſe, by hinting that young Mrs. Marsball 
could play, could ſing, or nnd, as well as ſhe 
could. 

The Day before that appointed for her Depart- 
ure, when the old Gentleman was chiding a Ser- 
. vant for ſome fancied Remiſſneſs, he turned to her, 
and ſaid, When you are gone, I ſhall be quite 
neglected: I ſhall have no Body to talk to, for 
I ſuppoſe, will £0 about moping, * 

i ore 
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before you came, and will mind nothing; and theſe 
mercenary Wretches my Servants haveno Thought 
but for themſelves, and their own Intereſt, If m 
Fool of a Grandſon had made a wiſe Choice, 
might have been as happy as your Uncle.“ 
« Why, Sir,” returned Mrs. Mayſball, © I dare 
fay, if you would ſee the Perſon your Grandſon. 
has choſe, you would not think my Uncle poſſeſ- 
ſed any Happineſs that you need to envy him for.“ 
© What always harping on the ſame String,” re- 
plied the Gentleman, one would ſwear that 
Will's Wife: had bribed you to plead for. her, 
Your appearing fo ſtaunchly the Girl's Friend, 
almoſt tempts me to believe the Fellow not quite 
ſo much a Fool; as I, at firſt, thought him. But 
if J ſhould forgive him, and fee this Beliy of his, I 
ſuppoſe, tho? ſhe was born a Beggar, ſhe would be 
above waiting on me as you have done, who are 
under no Manner of Obligation to me.” * No, 
Sir,“ returned Mrs. Marsball, ©* Pll venture my 
Life, the will give you no Cauſe of Complaint, 
but will eſteem your Acceptance of her Service as 
a Favour.” © You promiſe largely,” replied Mr. 
Evans, © There is Jenny too has been plaguing 
me, and my Daughter has this Morning ſent me 
a Letter, in which ſhe begs for her Son, and ex- 
tols his Wife up to the Skies, If you will promiſe 
to come and ſpend Part of every Summer with me, 
long as I live, I'll gratify you all, and you ſhall _ 
tell my Daughter to bring this boaſted Creature 
to ſee me.” * O, Sir,” cried Mrs. Marſball 
© muſt not her Haſband come to? Not till 1 | 
ee with my own Eyes if you do not all endeavour 
to impoſe on me in your Account of this mighty 
Wonder,” returned the old Gentleman, a little 
teſtily.; for my Daughter is lo fond of her, that 
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- you ſo?” he returned, © 
what you pleaſe with me, I think, If this Wench 
has got your Art of Perſuaſion, I don't wonder 
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ſhe ſays in her Letter, if I will but ſee her, ſhe is 
in no Fear but her extraordinary Accompliſhments 
will force me to forgive Vill.“ Mrs. Marshall, 
bluſhed, and replied, © Do, dear Sir, do, let the 
young Gentleman preſent her to you himſelf, and 


if you will forgive them both, Ill not only come 


and ſpend three Months every Summer with you, 
but ſtay now till you are pong # Wi 
ell, well, you do 


that my Grandſon fell into her Snares, ſince you 


have melted the ſtiff Reſolution of Seventy odd: 
but remember your Promiſe.” | 


They were now interrupted by a Viſitor, which 
relieved Mrs. Marſball from a good Deal of Anxi- 
ety, as ſhe dreaded diſcovering herſelf, till ſhe was 
a little emboldened by the Preſence of her Huſ- 


band, or his Mother. | 
| _* * She ſent an Account of what had paſſed be- 


tween her and Mr. Fvans to her dear Mr. Mar- 


_ | ſhall, whom ſhe impatiently longed to ſee, as ſhe 


had Been abſent three Weeks; and in this Let- 
ter, ſhe gave it as her Opinion, that he might 


now venture to approach his Grand- father. 


In Compliance with this Advice, Mr. Gibbons 
Mrs. Marſball, and her Son, came to the old 
Gentleman's Seat the next Day. The Merchant 
and Mrs. Marsball the elder went up to his Cham- 
ber, while the young Gentleman ſtayed with his 


Wife and Miſs Jenny. Mr. Gibbons was hardly 


ſeated, before Mr. Evans began, © I ſuppoſe you 


are come to take away your Niece; but I am to 
"purchaſe the Favour of her Company at a high 


Price, ſo fhan't eaſily part with her; and, I ſup- 

poſe, you,” he continued, turning to his Daughter, 
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© are come to perſuade me to forgive your Son, 
but you may ſpare your Speeches, for Pl! be 
| teized no more about him by Proxy. Let me 
hear what he can ſay for himſelf  ._ 
Mrs. Marſhall, who knew her Father's Temper, 
was ſenſible it was in vain to wait for a more gen- 
tle Invitation, as the good old Gentleman was 
quite a Stranger to the happy Art of doubling Fa- 
vours by the Manner of conferring them; ſhe, 
therefore, told her Father, that her Son waited 
for his Permiſſion to throw himſelf at his Feet, 
and added, © will you give me Leave to ſend for 
him up?“ On his vouchſafing a Nod of Aﬀent, 
a Servant was diſpatched for Mr. Marzball, who 
| SO appeared. with his Spouſe and Couſin | 
Jenny. ä 
On his coming near his Grandfather's Chair, 
he was received with a ſtern Look, and a“ Well, 
Will, I have promiſed to forgive you, ſo muſt do 
it, I think ; yet it makes me mad to think. we muſt 
be Fools from Generation to Generation ; your 
Mother's wiſe Match, and my Strumpet of a. Wife, 
ought to have been a Warning to you; not to 
have become the third Fool in the Family.“ The 
young Gentleman was about to reply, when the 
altered Looks of Miſs Gibbons, as he called Mrs. 
Marſhall, engaged the Attention of the old Gen- 
 tleman,” © What, I ſuppoſe,” ſays he, you 
repent your Bargain already, Miſs; ** No, Sir,“ 
ſhe replied, with a faltering. Accent; but I dread. 
diſpleaſing you, by confeſſing that I have impoſed ' 
upon you.“ * Impoſed on me, Child! How ?”* 
returned Mr. Evans, © What, the Girl, you 
promiſed fo largely for, won't come; nay, it is 
but like the Pggde of ſuch Creatures.“ Indeed 
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ſhe car't, Sir,” anſwered Mrs. Marsball, ad- 
- vancing in great Tremour near his Chair, “for 
ſhe is already here, and wiſhes but to pleaſe 
you, as well in the Perſon of this Gentleman's 
Wife, as ſhe has happily done in an aſſumed 
Character. Dear Sir,“ ſhe continued, on ſeeing, 


nim knit his Brows, © forgive this Deceit, 


and let me wait on you with the moſt duteous | 
Obſervance. I have been wronged, much wrong- 
ed; indeed, Sir, I have; for tho' I was born a 
Beggar, as you once told me, I never was the 
- artful Slut, the vile Creature I have been re- 
preſented.” _ 
The old Man fat muſing ſome Time, while 
Mrs. Marſhall was drying her Eyes, for ſhe had 
worked herſelf up into a little Paſſion by a Repe- 
tition of ſeveral of the Epithets ſhe had been ho- 
noured with, while ſhe was believed to be abſent. 
Mr. Evans, at laſt, burſting into great ſeeming Rage, 
cried out, dut you are an artful Slut, and a 
damned artful Slut too.” O, Sir,” ſaid Mr. Mar- 
| ſhall, ina reſpectful, tho? reſolute, Manner, Ican- 
not bear to hear my Wife inſulted,” ? And who 
the Devil inſults your Wife!“ anſwered Mr. Evans, 
more calmly, at ſeeing Mrs, Mariball's Tears flow 
afreſh, as ſhe was turning from him, * I fay, ſhe 
is a damned artful Slut, and I'll maintain it; for 
ſhe has made an Aſs of me, and forced me to be 
pleaſed with her, whether I will or no: Tho' I 
could, hang myſelf for not ſeeing through the Cheat. 
However, Heaven bleſs: you together, and if ſhe 
ſmhould prattice any of her artful Tricks on you, 
Mill, comfort yourſelf, that ſhe firſt made a Fool 
of your Grandfather, and cheated him out of a 
good Eſtate : But don't imagine you ſhall have it 
for nothing: I expect you to bear an old Man's 
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Humour without repining, and live with me in the 
Country, the greateſt Part of the Year ; for I am 
not now fo angry with the Huſſey, but that I 
ſhould like her for a Companion.“ Dear, Sir,” 
anſwered Mrs. Marfball, ſeizing one of her Huſ- 
band's Hands, and turning to the old Gentleman, 
have now nothing to wiſh for; your Forgive- | 
neſs has made us quite happy. May I, and my 


dear Mr. Marſhall, continue pleaſing to you, and 


may Heaven ſpare your Life many Vears to enjoy 
that Eſtate, which was never once the Object of 
my Wiſhes.” 

The old Gentleman told her, withi a Smile, that 
ſhe was an infinuating Gipſy, kiſſed her with much 
Affection, and embraced his Grandſon, who gave 
him the moſt grateful Thanks for his Condeſcen- 
Hon to his Wife. 

Mr. Gibbonrhad hitherto been a filent SpeQator z 
but on Mr. Evans's ſaying, that he hoped they 
were all pleaſed now, he replied, he thought none 
had leſs Reaſon to be ſo than himſelf, ſince he was 
like to loſe his Niece by the Bargain; "ee however,” 
he continued, I have gained a Friend; ” for, 
I hope, Sir, you will no longer quarrel _ with me 
for my Affection to Billy, fince you ſeem in a fair 
May to be as fond of my Relation.” * Ay, ay,“ 
returned Mr. Brant, you may banter ; but what 
is become of my Daughter! ſhe was frighted with 
falſe Fire, I ſuppoſe, for ſhe left the Room when 
I began to call Vuts Wife Names? Go one of 
you, and teſl ker, I want her, and don't ſtan 
Billing there like a Pair of Turtles“ This was 
Wing to Mr. Marſhall” and his Spouſe; fot os 
ir, pee ſeized in Moment Mr 
to his Gbele, to give his 2 


DES «the Compliment on her Conduct, which he ad- 


dreſſed 
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| dreſſed to her Lips as well as her Ears, and which, 
If I was not afraid of offending the Prude, I would 


tell my Reader, was returned with equal Ar- 
dour. 


Mrs. Marjhall ran bluſhing to call her Mother, 
Who no ſooner beheld her, than ſhe cried, © I fee, my 
Dear you have conquered. I was in Pain for you; 
but thought it beſt to let you plead your own Cauſe 
without interpoſing. Beſides, when my Son grew 
warm, I was afraid of being Witneſs to ſome Ex- 
preſſion that might claſh with the Duty he owes 
his Grandfather, ſo thought it beſt to leave you; 
but come, I'll go and return my Father Thariks 
for his Goodneſs to my Children; for Jenny has 
told me all. I think, my dear Betty Barnes was 
born to render us all happy. Don't imagine,” 
continued the good Lady, on ſeeing her Daughter 
look a little thoughtful, that I remind you of 
your infant Years with any Deſign of giving you 
Morti fication; you was then extremely dear to me: 
next to my Son s, I more ardently wiſhed your 
Happineſs, than that of any other; I did all in my 
Power to promote it, and indulgent Heaven has 
made thoſe Endeavours contribute to my own Fe- 
licity. I have even ſtrong Hopes, that you will 
have ſuch an Aſcendant over my Father, as to be 
able, by Degrees, to ſoften the rough Ferocity of 
his Temper, and 'render him more gentle and. hu- 


| -- mane to wot: about him.” 


The good Lady now returned to her Father, 
who, on l enter without young Mrs, Mar- 
fall, cried, & Pll have no Thanks; I deſerve. 
nope ; 1 would have held out longer if. I could: 
Bu where is the Girl? 1 ſul | now her Turn 
is nating ; be Liar be n as Worl ſe ERR. 9 
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old Man.“ At this Inſtant young Mrs. Marſhall 
appeared, and, with the moſt ready Officiouſneſs, 
aſked if ſhe could do any Thing that might con- 
tribute to his Eaſe or Pleaſure, She was received 
with a Smile of Approbation, and told ſhe might 
now look on herſelf as Miſtreſs of his Houſe, as his 
Grand -daughter had begged Leave to go to Town 
with her Aunt. | 
Thus ſituated, Mrs. Marshal, rendered a whole 
Family happy by the Change in its Maſter ; for 
Mr. Evans, obſerving the pleaſed Looks of all his 


! Attendants, who had caught ſomething of his new 


4 8 


Grand- daughter s Complacency, and chearful 
Manner of rendering him Service, grew leſs peev- 
iſh, and from a Humoriſt became a Man of Hu- 
mour, laſhing his own former Follies with as much 
Severity as thoſe of others, particularly that of 
confounding the moral CharaQer with the Station 
in Life, as he had done in Regard to his Grand- 
ſon's Wife, whom he treated as void of every Vir- 
tue, becauſe Providence had placed her in the fame 
Situation with one whoſe Vices had made him un- 
happy. 

Mrs. Mar+ball the elder and Mr. Gibbons * 
a few Days with the old Gentleman, and then left 
him, the Lady returning to London, in order to 
provide what was neceſſary for her dear Betih's 
making an Appearance more ſuitable to the Rank 
ſne now held; the old Gentleman having given 
her at her Departure a Bank Note for that Pur- 
poſe. Mr. Gibbons, at the ſame Time, went to 
his Country Houſe, where he had left Mr. 
Hammond, and where he ſtill inſiſted on his 
Continuance, but the honeſt blunt Seaman told 
- 7 9 that Home was Home if it was ever ſo home- 
* * and tho” he had great Reſpect for him, on 
1 Account 
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Account of his Kindneſs to Betty, and might, per- 
haps, give him as much of his Company as if 
they lived together, he choſe a Place that he could 
call his own; however, before he went to London, 
he viſited his Daughter, and was, by her, intro- 
duced to Mr. Evans, who was ſo pleaſed with him, 


as there was a little Reſemblance in their natural 


Diſpoſitions, both indulging a Freedom of Speech, 
and deſpiſing Forms, that Mr. Hammond was obli- 
ged to oppoſe a plain I will not,” .to a peremp- 
tory © You ſhall ſtay and live with me,” before he 
could return to his'Lodgings in London, | | 
Thus agreeably ſettled, I ſhall leave Mrs. Mar- 
Ball, juſt while I take a View of the Circumſtan- 
ces of her moſt intimate Friends; but fhall ſoon 
teturn to take my final Leave, both of her and the 
Reader. ks 


"CHAP. XIE 
| The Concluſion. i 
NIX RCS. Rebinſon, who, as the oldeſt Acquain- 


1 tance, deſerves to be mentioned firſt, con- 
tinues to ac with the ſame Benevolence that in- 


s certainly intitled to Happineſs in the next World; 
riends lament her Want of Reſolution to 
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Conſtitution, and ye them very litle Hopes of 
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and the Man who enjoyed her Brother's Farm, to 

have been put in Poſſeſſion of ſeven hundred 
Pounds; but he wiſely.conſidering, that ſo much 
Money ſaved was equal to ſo much got, inſtead of 


Bank Bills, tendered her-his Perſon in hely Wed- 
lock. Et mould have been ridciulous in her to have 


refuſed him on Account of any former Indignittes ; - 


for a Woman, who has loſt her Virtue, only ren- 
ders herſelf more obnoxious to Cenſure, when ſhe 
complains af the Contumelies, which are the Con- 
ſequences of that Loſs. He was a ſtout jolly Fel- 
low, and ſome Years younger than herſelf, Qual. 
fications which the prudent Katberine did not over- 
look; for tho? ſhe had been a ſincere Penitent, ſhe ' 
was not ſo mortified to the World as to be quite 
fit far a Cloyfter, In fhort, they were married, 
and the poor Woman now enjoys a tolerable De- 
_ gree of Happinefs, with, no other Mortification 
than ſametimes being forced to bear in Patience 
her Huſband's telling her, the might have had fuch 
or ſuch.a*Ginl with ſo much Money, whom he ve- 
rily believed toibe honeft, The Farmer undoubt- 
tedly thinks this is the Way to render his Wife ex- 
tremely æffectionate and grateful for the high Ho- 
nour be did, when he took her to his Bed; but 
the poor Woman ſeems to have a very contrary 
Opinion, and would gladly be fpared the grating 
Comparifon ; however, this Circumſtance of Un- 
eaſineſs remains a Secret from the World, and they 
paſs for a mighty happy Couple. 
But tie virtuous, the deſerving Miſs Aſhworth, 
has really the Happineſs ſhe merits. Mr. Gibbons 
ſome Years before his leaving Trade, had employ- 
ed as a Factor abroad, a young Man, who was 


once Clerk to Miſs Arbworih F ather. This Gen- 
tleman, 


210 The His ToR yY- of 
tleman, when a Youth, was fenfihle to the Me- 
rit of the Lady, and had even taken Courage to 

addreſs her; but ſhe, preferring a Parent's Satis- 
faction to her own, refufed him, as ſhe knew it 
would be impoſſible to reconcile her Father to her 
marrying a Man of inferior Fortune. Upwards of 

twenty Years had paſſed ſince he had left her Fa- 
ther's Houſe, and in this Time Fortune made great 
Alterations in both their Circumſtances; the Lady, 
as 1 have told my Readers, entirely without Pro- 
_ viſion, would have wanted the very Means of Sub- 
ſiſtence, if Providence had not raiſed her Friends; 
while the Gentleman, once her Inferior, was in 
the actual Poſſeſſion of twenty thouſand Pounds, 
On his Return to Englard, whither he came to 
enjoy in Peace the Fruits of many Years Induſ- 
try, he payed a Vifit to Mr. Gibbons, to return 
him Thanks for ſevesal Favours he had received 
from him while abroad, Which had greatly fur- 
thered his making a Fortune, Among the many 
who were made the Subject of Converſation, to 
ſatisfy the Curioſity of one who had been ſo long 
abſent from his native Country, Miſs Atbwortb and 
her unhappy Brother, who was, at that Time, un- 
der Con finement for Debt, were brought on the 
Carpet. The Gentleman ſeemed very much at- 
| feQted at the Account he received, and greatly ex- 
tolled the Generoſity of Mr. Hammond; but added, 
6 It is poſſible, Miſs Acbꝛoortb may have greater 
Obligations to this Mr. Hammond, than you know 
of, are you ſure he is not her Lover?“ Mr. Gib- 
bons anſwered, „he believed not, neither,“ ſaid 
he, do I think Miſs Asbhworth would accept of 
him; for tho' he is an honeſt worthy Man, he 
has a Bluntneſs in his Behaviour, that muſt 1 
2 5 e him 
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him not pleaſing to aWoman, of herDelicacy ; and 
J have heard her ſay, when a Woman merely for the- 
Sake of a Maintenance, enters into ſo ſolemn an 
Engagement as Marriage with a Man whom ſhe 
diſlikes, it is, in her Eſteem, being taken into 
Keeping, in the worſt Senſe of the Phrafe, tho? 
Cuſtom makes it attended with no public Infamy,”? 
The Gentleman replied, with a Sigh, ** I find no 
outward Circumſtances ean alter her. She is ſtill 
the ſame I ever knew her, and I ſhould think For- 
tune made me large Amends for all my Toils, if 
that dear Woman would ſuffer me to place her in 
a Station more ſuitable to the Dignity of her Sen- 
timents and Education; but as ſhe refuſed me when 
I 'was without. Wealth, I have no Reaſon to hope 
| ſhe would now accept my Addreſſes; nor, indeed, 
ſhould I be happy if ſhe did, while I owed her 
Conſent, more to her Misfortunes, than her 
Heart,” | 31 ws 

Mr. Gibbons was quite a Stranger to this Gen- 
tleman's ever having declared himſelf Miſs Ab- 
worth's Lover; but was much pleaſed to hear that 
he ſtill retained a Regard for the Lady, as it gave 

him Hopes of ſeeing her in independent Circum- 
ſtances. In ſhort, he contrived, unknown to Miſs | 
Arhworth, to have them meet at his Houſe, where 
the Gentleman had the Pleaſure of being agreea- 
ble to the Lady without the Aſſiſtance vof his 
 Thoufands ; for, to humour him, Mr. Gibbons 
concealed his Wealth. On his offering to marry - 
her, ſhe frankly told him her Situation, and, at the 
ſame Time, ſaid, that if Providence had bleſſed 
her with Affluence, ſhe did not know any Man ſhe 
ſhould prefer to him to ſhare it with her, but had 
much rather continue in her preſent Situation, than 
reduce him to a State of Penury. If that only 
TM | EE. 15: 
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is your Motive for refuſing me,” anfwered the 
"Gentleman, © we may ſtill be happy, for tho' 1 
can't place you in a very elevated Station, I — 
enough to render Life comfortable in a decent Re- 
tirement.“ Not to keep my Reader in Suſpence, 
they were married, when, to the Surprize of the 
Lady, fhe became acquainted with his Fortune, 
_ Which was greatly ſuperior to her Hopes, and which 
enables he to ſhew her Gratitude to Providence, 
and indulge the Benevolence of her Heart, by giv- 
ing Relief to the wretched, or preventing Wretch- 
edneſs by a feaſonable Supply. | 
There is between this Lady and Mrs. Mar ſpall | 
the ſtricteſt Intimacy; the latter, conſcious of her 
little Knowledge of the World, particularly of the 
Sphere of Life to which fhe is Taiſed, ſcarcely ever 
undertaking any Thing of Moment without firſt 
conſulting her or her.Spouſe's Mother. This ha p- 
py Diffidence of herſelf has greatly promoted her 
mprovement in every Thing that can render a a 
Lady fatisfied with herſelf, or agreeable to her 
Acquaintance, and has ſecured her from the com- 
mon Failing of thoſe whom Fortune has unexpeR- 
edly raiſed, 1 mean, making their preſent Impor- 
tance the Subj ect of every Converſation, How ¹5 
often do we — People, entirely in a new Sphere, 
talk of their Knowledge of the Faſhions, the pro- 
per Behaviour for polite Aﬀſemblies, and the lit- 
| tle Punctilios of Dreſs, with a dogmatical Aſſu - 
rance, when, perhaps, before they became the 


_ - Favourites of the fickle Goddeſs, a Broom or a 


Vuſter were oftner in, their Hands, than either a 
Brocade or a Ribbon. Sudden Tranſitions, it muft 
be owned, are apt to make the Mind giddy, and 
. Elevations affect the Oe as well as the 

| Head; 
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Head; but Ladies, who are but lately arrived to 


the Honour of being called ſo; ſfiould conſider 
ſuch Attempts to eftabliſh- their Dignity, are the 
very Means to ſap its Foundation, ſince they will 


certainly betray their Ignorance if they converſe: 


with their preſent Equals, and if with thoſe who 


were lately ſo, it will be conſidered as a Kind of 


Triumph over their leſs happy Lot, which they 
will revenge by expoſing the Origin of this great 
Superiority. 

But to return to Mrs. Marſball who is to have 
all my Attention for the feu remaining Pages of 
this Hiſtory: 

The good Lady her Mother returned to her 
Father's Seat amply. provided with whatever could 

render her charming Daughter ſtill more charm- 
ing. No Coſt was ſpared on this Occaſion to adorn 


her Perſon, and the prudent Lady added, to the 


Value of every Prefent, by the kind, the tender 


Admonitions that accompanied 1 Theſe Trifles, 


my dear,“ ſays ſtre, will be rather a Reproach 
to you, than an Ornament, if they become too 
much the Subject of your Thoughts: Dreſs is ne- 
ceſſary to diſtinguiſh the ſeveral Ranks in Life, 
but ought not ſurely to be made the Buſineſs of a 


reaſonable Creature,” This Caution young Mrs. 
Marsball, perhaps, owed to her ſeeming rather too 
much raviſhed with the Brilliancy of a fine Soli- 


taire ; but to whatever ſhe owed it, ſhe took Care 


to treaſure it up in her Memory, and carefully . 


 avoided-all' Expreflions of Rapture, tho' ſhe” could 


not help her Cheeks bluſhing. with a deeper Red 
than uſual, while ſhe was trying on a: Brocade of 


_- 


extraordinary Richneſs and Beauty; but her Mo- 


cher reficed * to an — of Temper, by 
oblerying 
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oblerving with a Smile, that the Peacock's Fea. 
ther, they had admired ſo much, glowed with a 
brighter Dye than could be imitated by the moſt 
ingenious Artiſt, In ſhort, the grand Affair of 
Dreſs was hardly finiſhed, before it became almoſt 
aà Matter of mere Indifference to the young Lady, 
and ſhe pleaſed herſelf more when ſhe reflected ſhe 
had it in her Power to eaſe an aching Heart, than 
ſhe could have done by conſidering herſelf in the 
Poſſeſſion of the fineſt Head-dreſs in Chriſtendom. 
When all Things were ready, that could make 
the young Lady appear with Advantage, Mrs. 
Marshall propoſed paying the Lady Benſon a Viſit 
at her Country-houſe, and ſhe ſet out, accompa- 
nied by her Son and Daughter, for that Purpoſe. 
Young Mrs. Marsball was introduced to her La- 
dyſhip, without her being previouſly acquainted 
who ſhe was; ſhe had not been long ſeated before 
the goodjLady aſked Mrs. Marsball, the elder, if 
ſhe did not think her Daughter-in-law greatly re- 
ſembled poor Betty Barnes, and added, that her 
wicked Nephew, who, in all Probability, had been 
the Cauſe of that innocent Girl's Ruin, was gone 
to anſwer for that and all his other Crimes, and, 
had been dead for ſeveral Months: I wiſh,” 
continued the good Lady, I had behaved leſs 
harſh to the poor Child, for I can't think of her 
without ſome Self-reproach.” _ Young Mrs. Mar- 
shall would not fuffer her Ladyſhip, to proceed, 
but cried out, Madam, you were always kind 
and good ; Betty Barnes would never have been 
what ſhe now. is, if it had not been for your 
Charity and Compaſſion ” Her Ladyſhip expreſ- 
ſed a good deal of Surprize at this Diſcovery, but 
far from treating her with leſs Reſpe&, on Ac- 
| 88 | count 
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count of her former Obligations, ſhe careſſed her 
with great Tenderneſs, and ſtill honours her with 
her Favour and Friendſhip. . ELITE 
Mrs. Marshall the elder ſtayed with the young 
| Folks ſome Time after their Return, and by her 
Prefence enabled her Daughter to receive, with a 
tolerable Grace, the Viſits of the neighbouring 


| Gentry, many of whom came with the ill-natured 


Deſign of laughing at her Ignorance and Simpli- 
city; for as Mr, Evans had informed all his Ac- 
quaintance of her Circumſtances, as ſoon as he 
heard of his Grandſon's Marriage, they thought it 
impoſſible ſhe ſhould know how to behave. The 


Ladies, however, found themſelves ſtrangely diſ- 


appointed; for, on all common SubjeQs, ſhe could 
, diſcourſe as pertinently as the ſevereſt Critics 
amongſt them, and when any was ſtarted beyond 
her Depth, the wiſely remained filent ; but this 
| ſeldom happened, as ſhe had read a good Deal, ex- 
cept when Cards, or Places of Amuſement were 
talked of, Here, indeed, ſhe was entirely at a 
L. oſs, for tho' her Reading had been pretty exten- 
five, Hoyle was an Author of whoſe Merit ſhe was 
= ignorant; and tho? ſhe had been fix Years in 
London, ſhe had never ſeen a Play. The unwor- 
thy Treatment ſhe received when at Vaux- ball, had 
made her extremely cautious of her Company, 
and her Father, after ſhe had the Happineſs of be- 
ing made known to him, was frequently reading 
her Lectures againſt Stage Plays, as be called them, 
in which, he repreſented them as the School of 
Vice and Immorality. He had taken his Notion of 
theſe Performances from a witty, libidinous Piece, 
Which has been uſually exhibited on a City Holi- 
day; but which, to the Honour of the preſent 
is Manager 
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Manager of one of our Theatres, is now laid aſide. 
This Diſlike made his Daughter ſuſpend her Curi- 
olity, till ſhe ſhould have the Countenance and 
Guard of a nearer Relation than a Father: But, 
methinks, I hear my Reader cry out,; what in 
the Name of Wonder could ſhe find to talk of ? 
No Plays! No Cards! theſe two charming To- 
pics furniſh Converſation for Half the Tea Tables 
in England; bar her but Scandal, and you reduce 


ber to 2 perfect Mute. But to let you into the Se- 


cret, gentle Reader, a very few Viſits furniſhed her 
with a happy Expedient to break from her Taci- 
turnity; even when theſe were the Subjects, ſhe 
found that it was Garrick, Clive, or Cibber, that 
charmed the Audience; the, therefore, had little 
more to do, than to mention her Approbation or 
Diflike of the Sentiments of the Authors of the 
ſeveral Plays in which they acted, and ſie made 

others as much at a Loſs as herſelf. Shakeſpear, 
Otway, and Rowe, ſhe well underſtood, and by 
a happy Memory could inſtantly recolle@ their 
ſeveral Beauties, while moſt of thoſe who hoped 
to divert themſelves with her Ignorance, ſhewed 
their own, by preferring the Improbabilities of 
Farce, and the Abſurdities of Pantomime to the 
Productions of theſe great Authors. 

Encouraged by the tender Reſpect, with which 
ſhe was treated by her dear Mr: Marſpull and his 
Mother, ſhe, in a ſhort Time loſt all her uneaſy 
Reſtraint and could converſe with a ſprightly Free- 
dom, that rendered her extremely pleaſing to all who 
enjoyed the Happineſs of her Acquaintance: 1 
however, is but the meaneſt Part of her Praiſe ; 5 
Woman's higheſt Merit conſiſts in well perform 
ing therſeveral Duties of domeſtic Life: 
"Hart, 


* 
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Marsball, therefore, tho? naturally fond of Com- 
"pany, makes Home her principal Concern, and 
endeavours to render every Individual there eaſy 
and happy; the fine Lady has not ſo much engroſ- 
ſed her, as to make her forget ſhe is a Wife, a Mo- 


ther, and a Miſtreſs. While Mr. Evans, her Spouſe's ; 
Grandfather, lived, which was about two Years © 


after ſhe was married, ſhe ſpent great Part of her 
Time in his Company, and the old Gentleman, 


at his Death, teſtified: his Regard for her by a ſe- 

parate Donation in her Favour, which was to de- 

ſcend to ſuch of her Children as in her Eſteem de- 
ſerved it beſt. 


She is bleſſed with three fink Children at pre- 


ſent, but had her Happineſs a little interrupted by 
the Loſs of her firſt, who died of the Small Pox. 
T his Stroke ſhe felt as a Parent, but ſhe lamented 
it as a Wife ; while ſhe wept for a Son, ſhe bleſ- 
ſed Providence, that the pale Meſſenger's Commiſ- 
ſion reached not to her Huſband, and found a ſweet 
Conſolation in mingling her Tears with his, and 
perſuading him to Reſignation. In a Word, ſhe is 


now the happy Miſtreſs of a well regulated Fa- 


mily; her Children rejoice when they hear her 
Footſteps ; for the little Creatures. ſee the De- 
light their Mammä takes in their Satisfaction. 
Her Servants obey from Love and Affection, as 

much as from Intereſt; for ſhe gives no Orders in 
a commanding or arbit trary Manner, except when 


her gentler Injunctions are diſobeyed, but conde- 
ſcends with an obliging Eaſe,” yet till retains her © 
Authority as Miſtreſs ; for as ſhe has no Con- 


cealments, no Reſerves, ſhe never makes a fa- 
vourite Maid faucy by an undue Confidence. 
As Heaven bas put into her Hands the Power of 

relieving the diſtreſſed, it has alſo- given her a 
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large Heart to ſcatter its Bounties. The Poor, 


Benefactreſs; ſhe relieves the Wants of indigent 


ſeaſonable, tho' unaſk'd Supply, rooms the 
Ruin of Families. While ſhe is th 

hleſſings all around her, gyhat is the Delight, the 

heart-felt Satisfaction of her Huſband ? He not on- 

ly ſhares in the Complacency and Tranquillity of 

all about him, but has a large, a very large Por- 

tion of Happineſs, to which they are Strangers. 


the high Regard ſhe has for his Honour. She con- 
ſults his Temper; and when the little Rubs of 
Life give him any Diſquietude, ſhe ſooths his 
Melancholy by every Art of Gentleneſs and 
Perſuaſion: In the chearful Moment, ſhe is all 
 Gaiety and Delight; whoever he eſteems, is 
ſure to. be treated. with the utmoſt Reſpect by 
her ; whoever he diſlikes, except ſhe can remove 

his Diſapprobation, muſt never expect to be in 


= have no ſeparate Inclinations. 5 


« Ey'n Thought meets Thought, e' er from 

the Lips it part, 5 

« And each warm Wiſh ſprings mutual from 
the Heart.“ Th 4 „„ 
Pop. 


Having placed my Heroine-in the happieſt of 
all happy Situations, loving, and fondly beloved 
by a Man of Senſe and Virtue, dear to his Rela- 
tions, and careſſed by all his Friends, I ſhall now 


bid ber Adieu. 


* 


the induſtrious Poor, fly to her as to a common 


" | Merit, without forcing the unhappy. on the mor- 
= - tifying Detail of their Miſeries, and often, by a 


us diffuſing 


His dear, his lovely Wife, ſhews, by every Action, 


any great Degree of Favour with her: They 
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as to excite Imitation, my End is, in a great Mea- 
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If the Picture of my fair Favourite pleaſes: ſo 


ſure, anſwered ; that it may have that Effe d, let 


me exhort. fuch of my Readers, who are, from 


their Age and |. gy Ea in Danger rather 
the 


of envying her ſhining Fortune ſhe now poſ- 
feſles than all the Qualifications by which ſhe ac- 


quired it, to conſider, that Wealth, with its ma- 


ny Advantages, is hut half poſſeſſed, while the 
Mind is contracted and narrow; Lace and Em- 


broidery glitter not half ſo far as one generous 


AQ, for that ſhines bright in the Eye of Heaven 
itſelf : Here Purity, Humility, filial Piety, con- 
jugal Tenderneſs, and maternal Love, are what I 


would have them emulate ; for in the Words of 


an ingenious. Author : 


| % Gay Silks and Jewels are a vulgar Road, 


Her radiant Virtues ſhould create the Mode. 
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